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Why? Because reading the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra is
just the same as seeing the Buddha. The Dharma Flower Sutra is both
the true body of the Buddha and the Dharma body of the Buddha;
thus it is the same as seeing the Buddha. You should not think that
since the Buddha has entered Nirvana, he isn't speaking the Dharma.
The Buddha is always speaking the Dharma Flower Sutra. In India,
the Buddha spoke the Dharma Flower Sutra and the Nirvana Sutra
for eight years. In India, the sutra was written out on palm leaves,
which, if they were laid out end to end, would stretch for eight miles.

The Buddha is ever-present on Mount Grdhrakuta, Magic
Vulture Mountain, together with the great Bodhisattvas and the
assembly of Hearers surrounding him as he speaks the Dharma.

Sutra:

He or she will also see the Saha world’s soil become lapis lazuli.
It will be flat and even, with eight major roads bordered with
Jambunada gold and lined with jeweled trees. Adjacent to
the highways, will be pavilions and towers all made of jewels,
wherein hosts of Bodhisattvas dwell. To behold in this way is
indicative of deep faith and understanding.

Commentary:

He or she, the person who believes what has been told about the
Buddha’s long life span, will also see the Saha world’s soil become
lapis lazuli. It will be flat and even, without deep valleys or high
mountains, but flat like the palm of the hand, with eight major
roads bordered with Jambunada gold. Why is it that the earth
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appears to have high mountains and deep valleys? It is because people’s
minds are not even. If people’s minds were even, then the ground would
be even. The mountains and valleys are seen as a result of the karma of
living beings. If you certify to the fruit, although you are in this world,
you are in a different state, so the situation is different. The earth is
seen as it really is -- “flat and even.” It is said that in Jambudvipa, a
Jambu tree grows on the bank of a large river, and when the leaves of
the tree fall into the water, they turn to gold -- “Jambunada gold.” The
gold is used on the “eight major roads” which represent the Eightfold
Path. The roads are lined with rows of beautiful jeweled trees of the
seven treasures. They are wonderful and fine to behold. Adjacent to the
highways, will be pavilions and towers all made of jewels, wherein
hosts of Bodhisattvas dwell. The Bodhisattvas live within the towers.
To behold in this way is indicative of deep faith and understanding.
If you read, listen and contemplate the Dharma Flower Sutra in this
way, it means that you deeply believe in it.

Sutra:

Further, after the extinction of the Thus Come One, if a person
hears this sutra and does not defame it, but instead rejoices over it,
you should know that this indicates that he already has deep faith
and understanding. How much the more so is this the case for one
who reads, recites, receives, and upholds it. This person carries the

Thus Come One on the top of his head.

Commentary:

Further, after the extinction of the Thus Come One -- after the
Buddha has entered Nirvana -- if a person hears this Dharma Flower
Sutra and does not defame it, but instead rejoices over it, you
should know that this indicates that he already has deep faith and
understanding. Those without faith would slander the Dharma Flower
Sutra; those with faith would not defame the sutra upon hearing it, but
would rejoice in merit and virtue.

How much the more so is this the case for one who reads, recites,
receives, and upholds it always, cultivating in this manner using the
Dharma Flower Lotus Sutra. This person carries the Thus Come
One on the top of his head. This means that he holds the Buddha in
utmost reverence, as if he had the Buddha on top of his head.

Sutra:

Ajita! This good man or good woman need not build stupas or
temples for me, nor build Sangha dwellings, nor make the four
kinds of offerings to the Sangha. Why not? This good man or
good woman, in receiving, upholding, reading, and reciting this
sutra, has already built stupas, erected Sangha dwellings, and
made offerings to the assembly of the Sangha.

s> To be continued



