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Snow Mountain Monastery, originally located near Baring
Mountain east of Seattle, commenced its move to a new
site on April 16, 2011. On that day Dharma Masters and
laypeople from Avatamsaka Monastery, Gold Buddha
Monastery and Gold Summit Monastery worked together
to accomplish the task.

The Venerable Master vowed to raise the Dharma
Banner in many places. The Master said, “All of you
should make vows to establish Way-places [places for the
practice of the Way]. Don't worry about there being too
many! The more Way-places, the better. Better yet would
be for every household to become a Way-place. Even
better would be for each person to become a Way-place.
Better than that would be for each nation to become a
Way-place. Best of all would be to create a global Way-
place in which no one killed, no one stole, no one engaged
in inappropriate sexual behavior, no one lied and no one
indulged in intoxicants.

“In this country (U.S.A.) there are many mountains but
not many monks and nuns; that is why the famous scenic
landscapes do not yet contain any sacred Buddhist sites.
Later on, whether you are monks or nuns or laity, please
be aware that there are spiritual sites in the big mountains.
Where there are sacred spirits and flourishing places, we
are to search for dragon veins and establish practice
centers in the future. We are monastics and must fulfill our
duties of propagating the Buddhadharma and causing it to
flourish. It is our responsibility.”

Dharma Master Heng Lai followed the Venerable Master
for several years, seeking for the sacred mountains and
looking for an appropriate location to build a large Buddhist
monastery in the future. An interview with Dharma Master
Heng Lai, the abbot of Show Mountain Monastery, follows:

The History of Snow Mountain Monastery
Q: Please let us know the history of Snow Mountain
Monastery.

A: Somewhere around 1985, the Master wanted
to look at some property in the state of Washington.
We were in Vancouver, British Columbia, at the
time when the Master suggested, “Let’s go down to
the eastern part of Washington first to take a look.”
We made arrangements to look at property there. We
drove through Canada first and went down to what
they call the Okanagan, which is in the eastern part of
Washington. But the Master was not interested. The
land there was very flat and the Master didn’t even
want to get out of the car to take a look.

From there we drove towards Seattle on Highway 2
through the town of Leavenworth. We started driving
through the Cascade Mountains. The Master was very
quiet in the back seat of the car. But when we got to
the other side of the mountain, after passing through
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Stevens Pass and approaching Skykomish and Baring, the
Master became very active. “Oh! Stop, stop, stop, stop, stop,”
he said. So we stopped in Baring and the Master said, “We
need to find some property around here. Find a real estate
agent, quick!”

The Master explained that this was a very auspicious area
where many tree spirits, river spirits, and mountain spirits
live, as well as many gods. “These spiritual beings don’t like
to live in the cities,” the Master told us. “The cities are too
dirty, so these beings don't like to be down there; they like to
be in the mountains.” The Master said to find a Way-place

here and we started looking.

Eventually, I found our first Snow Mountain Monastery
site by the river. The Master had returned to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas in California so I contacted him and
described what I had found. He said if it looks appropriate,
go ahead and buy it. At that time we were able to buy it cheap.
The Master gave it the name Snow Mountain Monastery
when we bought the property in 1986.

After the purchase, the Master came up with his disciples
Heng Tao and Men Yi-Ping (who later became Bhikshuni
Heng An). As he sat in the main house at Snow Mountain,
he said, “This place will do, but the geomancy (feng shui) is
not that good. There are too many things going through this
property. There’s a train track, a road and two rivers.” The
Master concluded that he didn't like the property and said
to find a better place. He said we should keep the current
property for now, but look for a better place. That was the one
and only time the Master came up to see Snow Mountain.

We kept the first property for many years. We now have
purchased a new site, after more than two decades. Our first
location was near the end of the Baring Mountain area. We
drove through this area with the Master back in the ‘80’s and
he really liked it. Baring Mountain is the big mountain on
the left when traveling from our old location towards the
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The Master indicated that Baring Mountain is a
very auspicious mountain.
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towns of Baring and Skykomish. The locals call it the Three
Sisters, because there are three peaks. The Master said it’s
not three sisters, it's a camel. He indicated that it’s a very
auspicious mountain and said the best location would be on
the west side.

This year we purchased this new location. Our first location
has become dangerous to live in, because large portions of the
property flood each year. Based on the Master’s instructions
so long ago, we have now found and bought a new place.
It’s surprising that we took so many years to find it, which is
10.3 acres.

Q: How large was the first location?

A: The first location was 27.8 acres, but most of that is
flood property; you can’t build on it. We sold the old property
to King County of Seattle. The county often buys property
along the rivers to protect them. Their plan is to allow the
first location to return to nature.

This new location is nicer, quieter and there’s no flooding.
It’s flat, it’s simple, with no train running through it and
there’s only one road. There’s a river nearby. The locals call
it Index River. Its officially known as the North Fork of
the Skykomish River and it’s a tributary that feeds into the
Skykomish River. That describes our new location.

The Master's Kindness is Difficult to Repay

Q: The Venerable Master came to the United States on
March 23, 1962, which means the Venerable Master’s
teachings have been here for 50 years now. What was the
teaching that influenced you most?

A: The Master talked to me directly, so it’s hard to explain.
I didnt go to the Master because of his books; I came to
the Master because of his mind. I was interested in the Way,
and I knew he was very special. I didn’t know how deep, but
I just knew he was very special. So that’s what influenced
me the most. I knew he was true. He was a true sage, truly
enlightened. He wasn’t a false prophet. He wasnt false; he
was true. | knew that intuitively. I didn’t know how to prove
it, I just knew it. That’s why I stayed with the Master, because
I knew he was a true sage, a true Arhat.

Some people read books by the Master and wanted to study
under him. That wasn’t my experience. My experience was
different. I'm not interested in the philosophy of Buddhism;
I’'m only interested in the practice.

Spreading the Dharma and Benefiting Beings

Q: How do we continue to propagate the Master’s teaching—
to help beings become Buddhas?

A: You follow the Master’s instructions. He gave instructions
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for years. The Master was very simple when we were at
Waverly Place [in San Francisco’s Chinatown]. He remained
that way when we came into possession of the first Gold
Mountain Monastery located in the Mission district in San
Francisco. That building had been a mattress factory. The
Master said, “Since this was a factory in the past, 'm making
a new factory. This is a Buddha-making factory. We make
Buddhas here.” The Master used to tell us, “The only reason
I came into this world is to make Buddhas. I'm not interested
in doing anything else.” He used to tell us that all the time.

$>To be continued
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This new Snow Mountain
¢ Monastery is nicer, quieter
I8 and there’s no flooding.
It's flat, it's simple, with no
train running through it and
there’s only one road.
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