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18. Educating others with virtuous deeds (Continued)

As told by the Venerable Master:

Shao Guocai and I were sworn brothers. I urged him to correct
himself and if he didn't make corrections, then I would kill myself
by banging my head on the wall, or by other means, in hopes that
he would realize his mistake and change. How old was I at the
time? I was about seventeen. I went to him and said nothing except
this, with a serious look, “You correct yourself now and follow the
principle. Otherwise, you will regret it! You take my advice and
make up for your mistakes.” Shao Guocai listened to me. He said,
“Okay, brother, I will do that.” At that time I meant to commit
suicide if he didnt listen to me. What do you think? Was I the
foolish person? How could someone kill himself because his friend
didn’t follow the rules? This incident was not the only case; I did
many similar things before. I was born that way, and very stupid.

In northern China, there was an organization called the ‘Ethical
Society’ that focused on ethics and morality. I joined the Ethical
Society at the age of 16 and served as class administrator, teaching
others at the age of 17. There were about 50 to 60 students and
their ages ranged from 40 to 60.

In the Ethical Society, we were frugal with everything. For
example, people normally don’t eat potato skins, but in this
organization, we advocated eating things that people usually
wasted. So I told my students, “When you eat potatoes, don’t spit
out the skins. Eat them. This will show how serious we are — we eat
what people can't eat.” After I said that, some students continued to
spit out the potato skins onto the table or the floor. Since we kept
silence during lunch, I didn’t say anything and allowed them to do
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whatever they wanted. After the meal, I picked up all the potato
skins that were on the floor and the table, put them into my bowl
and ate them in front of the students. After that, nobody spit
out the potato skins again. If I hadn’t taught them with my own
behavior, they wouldnt have listened to me.

19. A visit to the mind, while sick

When Master Hua was 17 or 18, he was tested by an illness
demon because he said, “everyone is afraid of demons, but
demons are afraid of me.” After the serious illness, Master Hua

considered himself a “ living dead person. ”

As told by the Venerable Master:

In my life I have never been afraid of anything. I don’t fear
wild beasts or poisonous bugs, neither was I afraid of heavenly
or earthly demons, spirit or ghost demons, or even human
demons. Why not? It’s because I am not afraid of death. Because
of that, I feared nothing. When I was 17 or 18, after studying
Buddhadharma, thinking that I had enough samadhi, I became
arrogant and made a wild statement. I said, “Everyone is afraid
of demons, but demons are afraid of me!” Do you think I was
crazy that time? Guess what happened after I said that? A demon
of sickness came.

And when it came, it was I who feared the demon, not the
other way around. When the sickness came, I couldnt walk
about. It was like I was shackled. My body no longer seemed
to belong to me. I slept on the brick bed all day and couldn’
drink or eat. I knew I said the wrong things. I couldn’t defeat the
sickness demon.

I was so sick I went into a coma and was on the verge of
death. Suddenly I saw the three Filial Sons of the Wang family
of Manchuria. One was an old Taoist, one was a monk and the
third one was an elderly layman, a filial son of the Wang family.
They came and took me out to play. As soon as we went out of
the door, they carried me and lifted me up into the sky. We were
walking through the sky, not flying the clouds.

When I looked down, the house became tiny. Just like that, we
kept walking and looking around. We saw the the scenic spots
in China and all the temples, on Mount Wutai, Mount Emei,
Mount Jiuhua, and Mount Putuo. Every place we went, we saw
many people and temples. We not only visited places in China,
but foreign countries. I saw some westerners with white hair,
white eyebrows, and green eyes. It was like watching a movie.
Scene after scene quickly passed. However, I didnt watch the
movie in front of the screen. I actually went to those places and
watched the movie. We, the three of them and I watched the
movies. We saw many sights and heard many things.

$>To be continued
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