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Sutra:

Should there be those who deeply believe,

Who are pure and straightforward,

With much learning and Dharanis,

Who explain the Buddhas’ words according to the doctrine,
Persons such as these

Will have no doubts about this matter.

Commentary:

Should there be those who deeply believe, / Who are pure and
straightforward, single-minded and pure in their practice of the Way,
with much learning and Dharanis, / Who explain the Buddhas’
words according to the doctrine, / Persons such as these / Will have
no doubts about this matter. Receiving and upholding the sutras,
there will be those who gain the Samadhi of Much Learning and the
Samadhi of Maintaining and Holding. They will have no doubts about
the Buddha’s life span and no doubts about the doctrines contained in
the Wonderful Dharma Lotus Flower Sutra.

Sutra:

Further, Ajita, if anyone hears of the long duration of the Buddha’s
life span and understands the meaning of these words, the merit
and virtue such a one gains will be without boundary or limit, for
it shall enable one to give rise to the supreme wisdom of the Thus
Come One.

Commentary:
Shakyamuni Buddha calls out again, Further, Ajita, if anyone hears of
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the long duration of the Buddha’s life span as previously discussed and
understands the meaning, the import, of these words, the implication of
what is being said, the merit and virtue such a one gains will be without
boundary or limit. No one could calculate how much merit and virtue
one will gain, for it shall enable one to give rise to the supreme prajna
wisdom of the Thus Come One. Merit and virtue such as this will enable
one to give rise to the Buddha’s supreme wisdom.

Sutra:

How much the more so will this be the case for one who can listen
to this Sutra extensively; instruct others to listen; uphold it oneself;
instruct others to uphold it; write it out oneself; instruct others to
write it out; or use flowers, incense, beads, banners, flags, silk canopies,
fragrant oils, or butter lamps to make offerings to this sutra. Such a
person’s merit and virtue will be limitless and boundless, for it shall
enable that person to give rise to all wisdom.

Commentary:

How much the more so will this be the case for one who can listen
to this Sutra extensively, who finishes listening to the entire sutra; who
can instruct others to listen — when you listen to the sutras, ask your
friends and relatives to come with you to the sutra lectures — uphold it
oneself, reading or reciting the Dharma Flower Sutra on one’s own; instruct
others to uphold it; write it out oneself; instruct others to write it out;
or use flowers, incense, beads, banners, flags, silk canopies, fragrant
oils, or butter lamps to make offerings to this sutra. Such a person’s
merit and virtue will be limitless and boundless, for it shall enable that
person to give rise to all wisdom. With this measureless merit and virtue
from making offerings and reading, reciting, and writing the sutra, one can
accomplish all wisdom and arrive at the position of Buddhahood.

Sutra:

Ajita! If a good man or good woman hears of the long duration of the
Buddha’s life span and, with deep mind, believes and understands, he
or she will then see the Buddha ever-present on Mount Grdhrakuta
together with the great Bodhisattvas and the assembly of hearers
surrounding him as he speaks the Dharma.

Commentary:

The Buddha continues, “Ajita! If a good man or good woman, one who
keeps the five precepts and cultivates the ten good deeds, hears me speak
of the long duration of the Buddha’s life span and, with deep mind,
believes what I say about the Buddha’s life span and understands the
principles, he or she will then see the Buddha.” To be able to believe in
the sutras is to see the Buddha’s Dharma body.

)To be continued



