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Sailing the Sea of Suffering, Crossing People Over:

True Stories of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Responses (Continued)

RA KGR HA20005TA248 B bR K B
A talk given by Dharma Master Guo Zhen on

July 24, 2010 at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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Translated into English by Bhikshuni Heng Yi
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A retired professor lived in the States. He was suffering from terminal liver cancer.

The doctor said he had six months to live, but his family did not have the courage to
tell him. His son, a very devoted Buddhist, has great faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva
and recites the Great Compassion Mantra as part of his daily practice. He works
a lot, but he took off work one day to spend time with his father. He brought a
tape recorder with him that played the Great Compassion Mantra. He suggested
to his father that he play the tape 24 hours a day, non-stop. He told his father
that listening to the tape would help him. Not only could it make him healthier,
but it could also serve as a companion that would accompany him throughout
the day. The professor apparently had good roots. From that day on he played the
Great Compassion Mantra tape, all day. After six months, he was able to recite the
Great Compassion Mantra from memory. Eventually, he was able to take in solid
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foods and his health improved. Seven months after his last appointment
with the doctor, he went to have a checkup. The doctor was surprised and
asked him, “What kind of treatment have you received?” The tumor had
shrunk and become benign. The old professor said, “None. I didn't take
any medicine or receive any treatment.” The doctor couldn't believe what
he was hearing and eventually the professor said, “What I did was listen to
the Great Compassion Mantra.” The doctor was really surprised to hear
that the Great Compassion Mantra could cure cancer. And this was due to
the filiality of the son. The professor lived five or six more years and passed
away peacefully.

Now I'd like to share with you a story about my own mother. It happened
more than twenty years ago, when my mother’s karma had ripened, which
caused her to suffer from breast cancer. She was staying at the Veterans
General Hospital to have surgery. There was a Dharma Master who heard
the news about my mother and kindly said, “I heard your mother is
hospitalized. I would like to visit her.” I was very grateful for her kindness.
About five or six other Buddhist friends accompanied the Dharma Master
to the hospital. The nun spoke to my mother. Then, she poured a glass of
water and began reciting the Great Compassion Mantra to the water. We
were worried about disturbing other patients, so we closed the door to the
room without locking it, so people could come in if needed. We recited
the Great Compassion Mantra more than ten times for over ten minutes,
at which time a nurse came by for a routine checkup. The nurse couldn't
open the door. We tried to help open the door from the inside, but it failed
to open. The door would not open until after we made the dedication of
merit. Perhaps, the Dharma protectors didn’t want the nurse to interrupt
us. It was fortunate that my mother's operation was very successful. At that
time, I worked for a bank and frequently went to Da Xing Shan monastery
to request the water blessed by the Great Compassion Mantra. | made my
mother drink the water and spread the water over her breasts with cotton.
She lived for another five to six years before she peacefully passed away. This
is a personal experience I wanted to share with you.

While the Chinese people have great faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva, the
Japanese are also very reverent toward Guanyin Bodhisattva. About one
hundred years ago, Tokyo had a very severe earthquake, which snapped
electrical lines and started an enormous fire, nearly burning Tokyo to the
ground. There is a very famous temple, Guanyin Hall. We go there every
time we visit Japan. During the time of the disaster, many people in Tokyo
ran to the temple to pray for help. The people who were inside the Guanyin
Temple were all saved, while many others outside were injured or even died.
So this is another response from reciting Guanyin’s name.

This story is about a lady in her twenties who was mentally disabled. The
family had tried various methods to help her, but nothing seemed to work.
They were really worried. One day while the woman was outside, she found
a red bag in the street. She picked up the bag out of curiosity and found a
small statue of Guanyin inside. She was delighted! She rubbed the statue
clean and put it in her pocket. When she got home, she told her family,
“I found a Guanyin Bodhisattva statue in the street.” The family replied,
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“Great! Take good care of it and remember to recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name!” From that day on, she started reciting. She recited, recited, and
recited, and after about six months her mental processes improved and
she was able to live independently. The whole family thought it was an
incredible blessing from Guanyin. They've placed the red bag to revere in
their worship hall at home.

There are many practices related to Guanyin Bodhisattva. Reciting the
Heart Sutra is one of these practices. We all recite the Heart Sutra during
morning and evening recitation. In Luzhou,Taipei, there is a psychiatric
hospital I liked to visit. A single female patient about forty years old was
living there. She had gotten laid off from her job, was living in a rented
house, and did not have any savings. Her life became very difficult and long-
term depression caused her to go insane. She was screaming and cursing
all the time. Many times she said she wanted to jump off a building and
commit suicide. The neighbors were annoyed and later she was sent to the
psychiatric hospital for inpatient treatment. The doctors in the hospital had
to use drugs to sedate her, but even that didn't calm her down. Finally, Dr.
Wang, the director of the hospital who is a devout Buddhist, came up with
the idea for her to copy out the Heart Sutra. He prepared the manuscript
and pen for her to write and made a sample for her to copy. “You must
copy the sutra every day, ten times or more,” he said. “Be sure to copy.” She
followed his instructions and wrote and wrote. When I went to visit her,
she was still copying. After about three months, she recovered her mental
stability. She had become very clear in her mind and would bow to me
when she saw me. Now she volunteers at the hospital helping other patients.
So here’s an example of a positive response from copying the Heart Sutra.

Human beings are not the only creatures who recite Guanyin Bodhisattva's
name. Birds or even roosters can recite as well. This is from my own
experience about thirty years ago when I was still working. Whenever Miao
Tong Temple held monastic events, we would go and stay there for about
two days. One morning after breakfast, I took a walk and found a small
open space behind the Temple. There were several roosters. We were told
that these roosters could recite Amitabha Buddha's name. When we recited
Amitabha’s name, they followed along. You could hear them recite the
Buddha's name very, very clearly. And also at Da Xing Shan Temple, I heard
some wild birds in the sky reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name. From this,
we can see Guanyin Bodhisattva’s salvation is measureless and boundless.

The Buddhadharma can be beneficial when we have great sincerity and
respect. The great Dharma Master Yin Guang always emphasized: one share
of sincerity and reverence will invoke one share of the benefits; ten shares of
sincerity and reverence will invoke ten shares of the benefits. We need to be
very respectful and cautious in our treatment of the images of the Buddha,
Buddhist texts, recitation books, and tapes. Carelessly leaving any of these
items in a disrespectful place can be an offense. It is a common mistake we
often make in our everyday lives.

I have another story: Miss Wu, from Taipei, is a volunteer at the Dharma
Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society. She enjoyed reciting the Great
Compassion Mantra and had requested for a tape of the mantra to bring
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home. She placed the tape on her desk, and just about every day she would
play the tape and follow the recitation. One day she was in a hurry; she
casually put her husband’s clothes on top of the tape. The next day, when
she went to play the tape, it wouldn't play. She was very curious. How come?
The tape was playing very well, so why wouldn’t the tape work now? Then,
she thought that maybe she was disrespectful to the mantra. She remembered
that she had covered the tape with her husband's clothes. So she immediately
went in front of the Bodhisattvas to repent for what she had done. After her
repentance, the tape played again. So we see that we need to be very respectful
towards the Dharma.

CTTB is actually a place of practice devoted to Guanyin. In the Buddha
Hall we worship the Guanyin Bodhisattva statue with a thousand hands and
a thousand eyes. We have three Guanyin recitation sessions each year, and we
have the Great Compassion Repentance every day. It is very rare to have so
many opportunities to pay reverence to Guanyin Bodhisattva. Great Master Yin
Guang said that in very chaotic and disastrous times, we should recite Guanyin
Bodhisattva's name often, in addition to reciting Amitabha Buddha's name.
We hope, in this way, we can help ourselves and other people as well. We can
dedicate the merit to all living beings of the Dharma Realm, wishing them all
to leave behind suffering and obtain bliss, and eventually obtain rebirth in the
Western Pure Land.

When reciting Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name, our purpose is to emulate
Guanyin Bodhisattva and act as her transformation body, which means we
should have great compassion and kindness, and treat everybody as one. Finally,
I would like to wish all of you to be able to, like Guanyin, contemplate at
ease, to have auspiciousness in everything you do, to have good health, and
to increase your blessings and wisdom. May every one of you quickly realize
Buddhahood.

Jin Fan Shi: We are very grateful to Dharma Master Guo Zhen for sharing so
many interesting Dharma stories with us. There is a saying in Chinese: “Having
an old person in the family is like having a treasure.” His experience and wisdom
are by far better than young people. If you always come to our Buddha Hall,
you'll find many treasures here.




