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A talk given by Bhikshu Jin Fan on October 23, 2010
in the Buddha Hall of CTTB

43 33% Translated to English by Alfie Lew

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) is the Potola Mountain
(Putuoshan) of the West, that is to say, the site of awakening of Guan
Shi Yin Bodhisattva. Everyone who lives in CTTB has deep affinity
with Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva. We spend each day with Guan Shi
Yin Bodhisattva, bathe in the compassionate radiance of Guan Shi
Yin Bodhisattva, and receive blessings and protection from Guan Shi
Yin Bodhisattva.

In CTTB, it doesn’t matter if you are a monastic or a layperson,
male or female, old or young, Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva is always the
first one we think of to cry to for help when we encounter problems.
Of course, Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva grants whatever is asked and
promptly fulfills our wishes. When we have a secret that is difficult to
reveal, Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva is the best to talk to: he will keep
your secret, help resolve your problem and will lead you to the bright
path.

When you come to CTTB to attend the seven-day Guanyin
Session, you will discover that many of students really like to attend
the Guanyin Session. Currently the Universal Door Chapter is their
favorite. They come in the morning reciting the Universal Door
Chapter at 7:00 AM, then rush to their classes before 8:00 AM, filled
with Dharma joy. Some teachers take the students to the session, if
they want to go to recite Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva's name with the
assembly. Therefore, the Guan Yin dharma practice has a profound
influence on the school and students.

A heart-warming affair occurred yesterday which triggered a small
response: I went to the fourth and fifth grade classroom to teach and
was astonished because the whole class was missing. I was taken by
surprise as this rarely happens. The students came back to class about
ten minutes late, and they couldn’t wait to explain why they were late.
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It happened that at about seven o’clock in the morning, a female
elementary school teacher was driving to school with probably
three other people in the car with her, including elementary school
students. She lost control of the car, due to rain and the slippery road
surface, and it flipped upside down. Surprisingly, no one was hurt
but they were all shaken up. The teacher experienced excessive shock
and went home to rest.

When Ms. Zephyr, the core teacher of the fourth and fifth grades,
heard the news, she was glad that everyone was safe. Rejoicing, she
led her class of more than ten students to the Buddha Hall to recite
Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva's name, in gratitude for the Bodhisattva’s
constant protection. On their way back to the school, a small
interlude occurred. They all heard a strange sound, but they didnt
know what it was or where it came from.

The strange sound persisted, so, instead of going back into the
classroom, the teacher led the group of curious students towards the
source of the sound to investigate what it was. They determined that
the sound was coming from the washroom of the art classroom. This
classroom is situated about a hundred meters from the boys school
and is on the opposite side of the Dharma Realm Buddhist University
library. I believe that nobody in this assembly knew what was going on.

It turned out that the art teacher had been trapped inside the
washroom because the door was broken. There was no class in
session at that time, so she was all by herself. The place was a bit
remote and it would be hard to catch anyone’s attention, even if
you called out loud. She was fortunate to know how to whistle by
blowing through her fingers, hence she was whistling continuously,
hoping someone would hear it and come to her rescue. She had been
locked in the washroom for forty-five minutes and in the end, the
group of students rescued her, just like Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva
who listens to cries for help.

I was touched after listening to their little story. In CTTB we care
for each other. As a consequence of a teacher and fellow students
being in a car accident and being frightened, the students went to the
Buddha Hall to recite Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva's name. They were
grateful to the Bodhisattva and prayed that the Bodhisattva would
help the teacher and fellow students recover from the shock. And
because of their sincerity, they accidentally rescued another teacher.

I believe stories like this can happen any place and any minute
within the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. It is because Guan
Shi Yin Bodhisattva and every one of us have become one and the
same, and we cannot be separated. We want to attain Guan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva’s infinitely compassionate and merciful spirit, and the
great spiritual power of listening to cries for help. Therefore, we
must constantly learn from Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva, hoping to be
a hand and an eye of Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva.



