Protecting the City of the Dharma King: (continued)
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Excerpts from the lectures of the Venerable Master Hua during
a 100-day Chan Session November 15, 1970 - April 11, 1971
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Appendix: A Brief Sketch of Gold Mountain Monastery (Continued)
By I-Chun Hsu; Translated into English by Chee, Siew Yee

Guo Sui answered honestly, “No.” After a short pause, Shi Fu called out,
“Heng Yin, how about you? Do you know the answer?”

Heng Yin Shi slowly replied, “Is it the obstacle of afflictions and the
obstacle of the known?”

Shi Fu nodded his head, “That is correct; it is referring to afflictions and
the known. You must let go of even your best afflictions. If you cannot let
go of your best afflictions, you will not be able leave the three realms. The
worst afflictions should, of course, be abandoned. Afflictions can obstruct
your bodhi mind. “The known’ is the biggest obstacle. Those with afflic-
tions are common people. Inside common people’s minds, there are only
afflictions. No matter what happens, they lose their tempers. We need
mainly to analyze the reasons that cause these afflictions -- where do they
come from? They all come from thoughts of selfishness and self-benefiting.
Anything that does not benefit ourselves or that hinders our benefits causes
us to become unhappy. If it affects our name and position, affliction arises.
Let’s all think about the root of afflictions: is it not the thought of selfish-
ness and self-benefiting?”

Shi Fu asked everyone, “Do you all agree with my explanation?”

All the disciples in the assembly replied in unison, “We agree.” They
were respectful and earnest.

Shi Fu continued to explain, ““The known’ refers to the followers of
the Two Vehicles. Why are they obstructed by the known? It is because
they think that they understand the Buddhadharma. They think that they
can cultivate the Four Noble Truths and the twelvefold dependent arising,
and thereby end birth and death. They think that the Lesser Vehicle is
the only Dharma that the Buddha spoke, that the Great Vehicle was not
spoken by the Buddha. Due to their limited knowledge, views, and mind
capacity, they draw a dividing line. This is mine, and that is yours. The
Two Vehicles know only about events occurring within 80,000 great eons,
but they know nothing of what occurs beyond 80,000 great eons. Knowing
only the near and not the far, their knowledge is partial. Knowing about
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the common but not knowing the sages is similar to those on the first ground
not knowing about those on the tenth ground, those on the tenth ground
not knowing about equal enlightenment, those with equal enlightenment not
knowing about wondrous enlightenment. There is just a little bit more to it. It
is similar to a high school student not knowing what an undergraduate studies,
an undergraduate not knowing what a master’s student studies, and a master’s
student not knowing about what a doctoral student studies. Before reaching
a particular stage, one cannot fully comprehend the experience. The follow-
ers of the Two Vehicles can only contemplate common people’s extraneous
thoughts, thus, it is very difficult for them to know the sages” and the Bod-
hisattvas” thoughts. When the obstructions of afflictions and the known are
broken through, wondrous awakening is realized. To ‘permanently cease the
two conducts’ is to be equal to the Buddhas.”

I felt ashamed. I am devoted to the Buddhadharma but lack the opportu-
nity to listen to Dharma lectures; hence, my knowledge of the sutras is very
limited. After hearing the Venerable Master’s clear and concise explanation of
“permanently cease the two conducts,” I deeply felt the importance of listening
to Dharma lectures. If we do not leverage the text, how can we ever compre-
hend the meaning? If we do not listen to explanations, how can we understand
the significance? By only reading and contemplating through self-study, we
mistakenly think we understand but actually we do not understand and only
develop an obstruction of mistaken knowledge.

The Venerable Master went to Southeast Asia for a few months to propagate
the Buddhadharma. From the trip, there were many taped recordings. The
bhikshunis and lay people all came to listen to them. Although we did not
go on the trip, through the recordings we witnessed the events as if we were
present. We benefited from them and experienced tremendous delight in the
Dharma. Heng Yin wrote some articles regarding the trip’s highlights and ac-
tivities for the benefit of Buddhists from all over the world. She has started to
write articles in Chinese, which shows that the bhikshunis are very diligent and
on a daily basis are always striving to improve.

During this trip, I stayed with the bhikshunis at the Washington Street
branch of Gold Mountain Monastery. I participated in the morning and eve-
ning recitations, and my scattered mind became calm again. To my delight,
there was also Upasika Lee, Guo Wu who is also from Hong Kong, and a
twenty-year-old blond girl from Seattle. She wanted to leave the home life but
was denied by the Venerable Master, who said she was still young and had yet
to settle.

She was pure, naive and very sincere. Her behavior completely mirrored the
left home people. She woke up early and retired late, and also practiced sleep-
ing sitting upright. Other than the daily practices, she helped around the tem-
ple with cooking meals, washing dishes, pulling weeds, planting flowers and
cleaning the Buddha Hall. Sometimes I saw her meditating in a corner of the
Buddha Hall. Sometimes I also noticed her studying in the empty room on the
third floor. She memorized the Shurangama Mantra, the Great Compassion
Mantra and the ten small mantras. Due to Guo Wu's arrival and the arrange-
ment to stay in her room, she had to move to the basement. The basement is
big, so gloomy and cold, and the lighting is not good. I suggested that Heng
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Chih Shi allow her to stay with me but the girl declined the offer. Cheer-
fully, she said that the basement was very good. If not for good roots and
wisdom, one probably would not be able to withstand staying alone in
the dark, empty and damp basement. I was told that she was a sheltered
only child. Upasika Lee said that in her previous life, she must have been
a bhikshuni. I thought that she was not ordinary; she must have experi-
enced some inconceivable conditions. When I saw her cheerfulness every
day, I myself became happy deep within my heart. $3To be continued




