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THE SUTRA OF THE PAST VOWS OF

EARTH STORE BODHISATTVA
WITH COMMENTARY

1 kA%  Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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As long as any hell is not empty, he will refrain from reaching full
awakening. If ever all the hells are empty, he will become a full-awakened
being—a Buddha. Consider how vast the scope of that vow is! Earth
Store Bodhisattva said:

I will be in the hells to receive and guide all the hungry ghosts. For
each day that they have not been lead from suffering to bliss, for one
more day I will hold off on Buddhahood. The hungry ghosts in the hells
must completely gain deliverance, leave suffering, and attain bliss, and
then I will become a Buddha.

Let’s think that over. The karma sentient beings create is endless, so are
their afflictions. Then how could the hells ever come to an end? Only
if sentient beings™ afflictions were ended and their karmic obstruction
cleared would the hells then be empty. Yet, for ordinary beings, karmic
obstructions cannot be eradicated and afflictions cannot be ended, so
how could the hells ever be empty?

From the standpoint of contemporary scientists and philosophers,
wouldn’t the vows which Earth Store Bodhisattva made—the power of
his vows—Dbe considered the dumbest of conduct and notions? Why do
I say “the dumbest of conduct and notions?” He made a resolve and
put it into action, but the action he has chosen appears to be quite
foolish because it cannot be done. Fundamentally, the hells can never be
empty, which means that Earth Store Bodhisattva stands no chance to
ever become a Buddha, right? Not right. In fact, far from being a dumb
notion put into practice, it is a most compassionate and most filial sort
of notion and practice.

Why do I say it is an extremely filial concept and practice? Earth
Store Bodhisattva perceived in his contemplation that his mother had
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fallen into the hells where she was undergoing great sufferings, and
he asked the Buddha to help rescue his mother. Who is Earth Store
Bodhisattva, really? He is the Venerable Mahamagayayana, and he serves
as a Bodhisattva in the hells. Why would he want to do that? He felt the
pain that his mother underwent in the hells, and reflected on the issue
of ‘extending filiality for one’s elders to others” elders.” His thought was:
If my mother went through such sufferings, others’ mothers could also
be put through similar sufferings. His is an unprejudiced filial conduct
that is extended equally to all. He hopes to rescue all beings from the
hells and guide them from suffering to bliss. That is what Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s vows are about. No amount of words can fully describe the
extent of his vow-power.

Again, let us go over the word Earth. The earth has ten qualities.
Although these ten still cannot cover all its functions, they give a general
idea. Ten Qualities of Earth:

1. Vast and Great: Do you see that the earth is vast and great? Some
of you are saying, “Dharma Master, you may skip that one. We all knew
it's vast and great. Why bother?” I am simply emphasizing its scope to
remind people how vast it is.

2. Relied upon by Sentient Beings: All sentient beings rely on the
earth to sustain life. Do you know of any sentient beings that do not do
that? Surely none of them lives in empty space.

3. Not Given to Likes and Dislikes: The earth has no likes or dislikes.
It does not pick and choose, dictating, “You! Stay here.” And then
to another sentient being saying, “I dont want you.” That does not
happen. Sentient beings: good, bad, wholesome, and evil all share the
carth together with tigers, sila deer, monkeys and everything else that
lives and relies on it. What is more, the earth remains impartial without
reacting with preferences or biases.

Some people might claim, “Oh, I know! The earth simply has no
awareness. It’s insensate.” Do you know for sure that it has no awareness?
The earth’s awareness and perception is beyond the scope of our
awareness and perception. The earth has its awareness, because it is also
a sentient being.

4. Acceptant of Great Rains: It can withstand the most forbidding of
downpours. 5. Enables Vegetation to Grow. 6. A Repository for Seeds:
All the seeds are buried underground. 7. Harbors Many Treasures:
There are many valuables in the ground. 8. Yields Various Medicines:
Medicines come from the earth. 9. Unmoved by Blowing Winds: Not
even the gustiest of winds, not even hurricanes, can move the earth.
What about earthquakes? They are not caused by movement of winds.
10. Not Startled by the Lions’ Roars: When the lions roar, all creatures
are scared, but the earth does not flinch.

These ten qualities have relevance as to why the word earth is part of
Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name.

5 To be continued



