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Meeting the Venerable Master’s Dharma
through Guanyin Bodhisattva

5N BE HEAL%ESF
A talk given by Doug Ko (Qin Pu) at Gold Summit Monastery
i & Btz E F3% Translated into Chinese by Bhikshuni Heng Yi

My name is Doug Ko and I am from
South Korea. I was born before the
economic boom and grew up quite poor
in Korea. I was not raised specifically as
a Buddhist. As far as I know, my mother
has been a Buddhist all her life and I
have been a relatively well-behaved son.
I did not cause her much trouble when
I was young except for my poor health
condition, which I now think is a sign

of karma.

I would like to talk about my first
spiritual experience that connected me
with Guanyin Bodhisattva. When the

time came for my compulsory military

service, my mother gave me a short prayer to Guanyin
Bodhisattva. I quickly memorized it, thinking it might be
useful in the dreaded military boot camp. It turned out that it
was. During a hardship, I recited her name day and night and
it mystically helped me out in many difficult moments with
my superior. Our interaction went from harsh to friendlier
over time.

After my military service, I went back to college and led
my life. But life did not treat me fairly in my opinion. As a
result, I became less patient and rebellious. I simply just could
not get over unfair events due to my mental block. I could
not accept the concept of karmic retribution, and I started
creating bad karma by committing offenses. Agonized and
disoriented, I left Korea to go overseas, hoping to find some
inner peace. I started to read many Buddhist books, including
Theravada sutras, and learned Chan meditation from books
to find some comfort in my life, but I became more discursive
and philosophical. On an occasion of revisiting Korea, I
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purchased a popular Korean Buddhist recitation book — the One
Thousand Hands Sutra (F-F4X) and the book has been guiding
my life since.

Time went by again. Around 2004, after another personal
agony, I invoked and recited the name of Guanyin, which is
Guan Sae Um Bo Sal in Korean. I set up a small rudimentary
altar and told myself, "Only Guan Sae Um Bo Sal in whatever
situation.” Even with this self-taught practice and without any
teacher, my life started to work out. My small business was better,
and later changes have brought me back to the source. In fact,
these changes have enabled me to realistically accept the concept
of karmic retribution.

My wife and I were looking at temples and tried the Tibetan
tradition for a while, but we did not feel at home and kept on
looking. I later learned from a Vietnamese friend about a Jade
Buddha exhibition in South Seattle. We visited the place the
following weekend and were moved by the energy that the
ceremony for the Jade Buddha created. The tour of the Jade
Buddha greatly invigorated my mind and put it more in touch
with the Buddhadharma.

However, in the back of my mind, I was still determined to
find the right temple for both of us. We searched some more and
decided to visit the Gold Summit Monastery. When I arrived
at the temple I saw the picture of the Venerable Master, and his
image immediately touched something inside me. Sometime
ago before we found Gold Summit Monastery, I read a Dharma
talk on Guanyin Bodhisattva. I did not recognize the Venerable
Master’s name at that time, but I had really liked the article and I
kept it on my small altar. After visiting the monastery and starting
to attend on Sundays, I realized that this Dharma talk that I read
was the Venerable Master’s. I also felt that the Venerable Master
had laid a stepping stone for me at the monastery.

Having come to the monastery regularly for a while, I learned
about the Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance and I made a
small vow to complete the repentance no matter what it would
take. We had a big snow during Thanksgiving week, so I did not
feel bad about skipping work at all. Strangely, it actually felt like
a blessing to me.

During a ten-minute break on the second day of the Emperor
Liang’s Repentance when I was going downstairs, I stopped to
look at the Venerable Master’s Eighteen Vows. When I looked
up my eyes landed straight on number fourteen which says,
“I vow that all living beings who see my face or even hear my
name will bring forth the bodhi resolve and quickly accomplish
Buddhahood.” At that moment, an awe-inspiring sensation and
relief ran through me at the same time, and I realized what had
happened to me: his vow had come true for me and brought forth
the bodhi resolve within me.
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At the very beginning, I was
told that the Venerable Master
manifested his stillness fifteen
years ago. It pained my heart
greatly to have missed the great
opportunity to take refuge with
him. Due to my big ego and heavy
karma, I suffered and wandered
for many years. However, I
consoled myself with the fact that
finally I had found his teachings
in my lifetime and that maybe
I have a tiny bit of merit left to
receive his blessings. I now have
to take his Dharma body as my
light source and inspiration. At
the same time, I believe that the
Venerable Master left enough
instructions and good disciples to
guide a fool like me. From now
on I will think as if he had left
us only fifteen days ago and make
a vigorous effort to make up the
time I wasted.
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