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Is Guanyin Bodhisattva
Here or Not?

IR BT B AA20104410 A 9 B B R K BE
A talk given by Shramanerika Jin Lian on October 9, 2010
in the Buddha Hall at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

Tonight it is novice nun Jin Lian’s turn to create a Dharma affinity
with the assembly. If anything I say during the talk is not in accord
with the Dharma, please compassionately correct me.

In March, we celebrated Guanyin Bodhisattva’s birthday. In July,
we had the celebration of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment,
and two weeks later we will have the celebration of Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home. We have three Guanyin Sessions a
year, the Great Compassion Mantra Recitation on the weekend,
and the Great Compassion Repentance daily. Even now when you
look up, Guanyin Bodhisattva is right there in front of you, and if
you look around, you will find more. We are very close to Guanyin
Bodhisattva; however, sometimes it seems that she is far, far away
from us, and we wonder whether she is here or not.

When I have doubts as to whether Guanyin Bodhisattva is here or
not, I am always reminded of a very inspiring conversation: A little
fish speaks to a little creek, “If I am crying, you will not know, because
I am in the water.” The little creek replies, “If you are crying, I know,
because you are in my heart.” The first Guanyin session I attended
was after I moved into the monastery. Strangely, when I stepped into
the Buddha Hall, I would feel extremely exhausted. I thought it was
because my body could not adjust to the monastic lifestyle. Anyway,
I did my best to stay awake, but most of the time, I failed. A Dharma
Master told me that attending the Guanyin sessions could eradicate
tremendous karmic offenses, and that even if I dozed off in the
Buddha Hall during the session, Guanyin Bodhisattva would still
bless me. I didn't know whether that was true or not, or if she just
wanted to comfort me, but after that session, I was very surprised to

find that my body was fully refreshed and I had lots of energy. Was

I blessed? I am not sure.
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I studied science for many years, and as a beginner in my practice
I would sometimes doubt that Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva really had
the spiritual power to contemplate all living beings” voices. How
could she get that power? In studying the Shurangama Sutra, 1 got
the answer.

Guanyin said to Shakyamuni Buddha, “World-Honored One,
I can recall the time when a Buddha named He Who Hears the
Cries of the World was in this world, as many eons ago as there
are sand grains in the River Ganges. Before this Buddha I made
the resolution to become fully awakened, and he instructed me to
enter samadhi through a practice of hearing and contemplating. I
began with a practice based on the enlightened nature of hearing.
First I redirected my hearing inward in order to enter the current
of the sages. Then external sounds disappeared. With the direction
of my hearing reversed and with sounds stilled, both sounds and
silence ceased to arise. So it was that, as I gradually progressed, what
I heard and my awareness of what I heard came to an end. Even
when that state of mind in which everything had come to an end
disappeared, I did not rest. My awareness and the objects of my
awareness were emptied, and when that process of emptying my
awareness was wholly complete, then even that emptying and what
had been emptied vanished. Coming into being and ceasing to be
themselves ceased to be. Then the ultimate stillness was revealed. All
of a sudden I transcended the worlds of ordinary beings, and I also
transcended the worlds of beings who have transcended the ordinary
worlds. Everything in the ten directions was fully illuminated.”

Regarding Guanyin Bodhisattva’s own words, she did not
obtain the power for free. She herself spent eons and eons of time
practicing the dharma door of hearing and contemplating without
resting. Gradually, step by step, she attained the ultimate stillness
and transcended the worlds, until the ten directions were clearly
illuminated in front of her. How many difficulties, obstacles, and
sufferings had she overcome to get to that point during her own
practice? No one knows. Maybe that is the reason why she will help
and save all the beings by according with their voices, because she
would not want beings to experience the hardships that she suffered.

After living in the monastery for three months, I had an
opportunity to help construct another monastery in the north.
Every day I worked with sand, cement, and shovels. The experience
was very interesting and challenging, because I was used to working
only in an office. Maybe I became too indulgent in my construction
work, because I forgot about cultivating. So, many things happened
during that time, and I was totally turned by them. One night, I told
myself: Okay, tomorrow I will tell the manager that I am leaving. I
would love to forget all of these messy things and enjoy a happy life
again. But before I leave, I would like to say goodbye to a Guanyin
Bodhisattva statue that was placed by the construction site, who
watched me work every day.
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So I sneaked out of my room and walked towards the
construction site. The night was quiet except for the ding-ding
sounds of the snowflakes hitting the windows. When I reached the
third floor, I was surprised by what I saw — an extremely beautiful
scene. Outside the windows, in the snowy darkness, the light of the
moon was reflecting on every snowflake. Everything was white and
glistening. I felt I had stepped into a silver world. Was it real? How,
in this world of five turbidities, could I enjoy this marvelous scene?
“You have not yet understood that the objects we perceive are
unreal and illusory. They are subject to change, appearing here and
there and disappearing here and there,” the World Honored One’s
words echoed in my ears. I continued to think: Yes, that is true.
Tomorrow morning when the sun rises, everything will disappear.
How much of my life have I spent pursuing illusory beauty?

Outside the window is the life of five desires — beauty, happiness,
amusement — but in the end they will lead me to fall. Inside the
window — with sand, cement, and dust — everything was messed
up and difficult to sort out. But the method of escaping and
transcending is also inside it. Which way to go?

At last, when I stood in front of the Guanyin Bodhisattva statue,
I told her, “All right, I will stay. But you know, practicing the Path
is so difficult; I do not know how long I can last. Anyway, I will
do my best to cultivate for thirty years. When I am old, I would
like to enjoy my life. Okay?” Guanyin Bodhisattva did not answer
me. She sat quietly, slightly smiling and cool. I thought she had no
objection. Then I went back to my room and slept soundly.

The next day, everything changed, probably because I had
changed. Actually, it was my mind that had changed. Even the
people I didn’t like were fine with me. I deeply understood the
meaning of the verse: ‘Everything is made from the mind alone.’
Our mind is a very interesting thing indeed. At the end of that day,
on the construction site, when I was arranging all the tools and
preparing to attend the evening recitation, a lay person suddenly
stood in front of me and very angrily said, “You know, practicing
is not a twenty- or thirty-year task. It is a thing that you have to do
till the end of the future.”

I could not move at that moment. Standing there like a piece
of wood, I felt something tightly grasping my heart. I could not
breathe. Hearing the sound of the beating of my heart, feeling the
blood running towards my head, I felt dizzy. I experienced the
symptoms of a heart attack. When I finally recovered, there were
only the Guanyin Bodhisattva statue and me on the site and she
was still sitting in that posture, still cool like nothing happened. ..

Is Guanyin Bodhisattva here or not? Yes, all beings are right in
her heart. In two weeks we will have the Guanyin Session. I hope
we will also be sincerely mindful of Guanyin Bodhisattva, put her
deeply into our hearts, and never ever be apart from her.
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