Protecting the City of the Dharma King: (continued)
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Do Not Casually Spend the Money of the Monastery (Continued)
Now one hour of our work is worth more than 100 hours. If you lose
one hour, you lose 100 hours. Why do I say one hour is worth 100
hours? The value created by one hour of our work is greater than that of
100 hours of work done by others. Why? Here we work for no pay. We
don’t ask, “How much am I paid for one hour of work?” Our one hour
of work is worth more than the fixed value of 100 hours of the work of
others. The value of our work is infinite. Our merit and virtue, like the
light of a lamp, is infinite and endless. Therefore, if you can do some
work, don’t wait anymore. If you can’t, don't force yourself. This work
should be done from your own free will. (End)

Appendix: A Brief Sketch of Gold Mountain Monastery

By I-Chun Hsu; Translated into English by Chee, Siew Yee

I left San Francisco for three months, and upon my return, it was ob-
vious that Gold Mountain Monastery was transforming dramatically.
Due to a government building code mandate that buildings have to be
reinforced for earthquakes, the three-story building had to be retrofitted
with steel and concrete. The demolition started in the main Buddha hall,
then up to the roof. The air was filled with dust, mud was everywhere,
and steel bars, steel sheets, bricks, lumber and all kinds of construction
materials were stacked all over the place. The entire place was a mess.
The bhikshus and lay people all took part in the work to move, lift,
pull, and demolish. They wore construction helmets and work clothes,
looking very strong, and they were busy all the time. The Master too
was wearing work clothes and was running up and down, supervising
the construction. Construction of a temple cannot be compared to an
ordinary job. It has to be supervised on site. The Master said to me with
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a smile, “Why don’t you join the work? I will give you $20 an hour.”
I asked the Master, “What kind of work?” He replied, “Move the steel
bars.” “Errrr....” I smiled because I could not undertake the task. I fol-
lowed him along the perimeter of the work area on a brief tour. I silently
thought to myself: The construction cost must be hefty!

Construction of a temple will naturally be protected by the Triple Jewel.
The Buddhadharma is inconceivable. We needn’t worry where the dona-
tions would come from as the Master has his vow power: ‘According to
conditions, we do not change; not changing, we accord with the condi-
tions.” Gold Mountain Monastery’s credo is: ‘Freezing, we do not scheme;
starving, we do not beg; dying of poverty, we ask for nothing.’ The one
and only thing that the Master wants is the afflictions of living beings.
The three poisons of greed, anger, and delusion can be all donated to
him. The Master said that the more afflictions he has the better; but on
the other hand, for living beings, the fewer afflictions they have the better.

Now this vast storehouse for afflictions--Gold Mountain Monastery--is
under construction. In the near future, the facilities will be complete. All
the donated afflictions will be smelted in the great big furnace of Gold
Mountain, utilizing the heat from precepts, samadhi, and wisdom. With
the strength of prajna light and the sharpness of vajra pliers and hammers,
the afflictions will be forged into an indestructible v4j7z mind and nature.
This will allow the merit and virtue from pure giving to bear the fruit of
bodhpi.

The contractors and workers are from all walks of life, and they have
different appearances. Some have beards and long hair. These workers
clock-in and clock-out on time to make a living. Surprisingly, in the short
duration of the construction work, they were moved by the assembly’s
cultivation. Throughout the entire construction period, the Master and
his disciples worked hard alongside the workers. The Master and his dis-
ciples maintained the practice of ‘one meal a day at noon’ and it was fur-
ther simplified during the construction period. They worked in the midst
of dust and for convenience, ate standing beside the steel bars and lumber.
Some lay people wished to make meal offerings to the temple but were
gently declined by the Master. It is not an easy task to provide food for
so many people every single day, especially when the construction work
is not just a few days but will last for several months. The contractors and
workers saw this with their own eyes and were moved.

The daily practices were not neglected due to the construction but were
being carried out as usual: morning and evening recitations, Dharma lec-
tures, recitation of the Buddha’s name, meditation, etc. In fact, it became
a nondual dharma of ‘work is cultivation, cultivation is work.” Practicing
work and cultivation is a form of a test. The more hectic or stressful the
situation seems to be, the more one’s ability to remain unaffected by states
becomes clear. When working, one is full of energy; when meditating,
one is calm and focused. Initially, the workers started to eat the food that
was served in the temple. Gradually, they stopped smoking during breaks
and meditated with the bhikshus. The Sangha and lay people worked and
dressed alike. It was impossible to differentiate who were the bhikshus and
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who were the workers. Guo Wu said, “It is truly amazing. The Master’s
capacity to teach and inspire is so profound, that even the big, bearded
workers have become disciples of the Buddha-dharma.” Even more amaz-
ing is that, during Sundays when they could have rested, some of them
brought along their girlfriends to help wash dishes or to listen to Dharma
lectures.

In the afternoon, Guo Wu invited me to go to Gold Mountain Monas-
tery. I wanted to see these ‘worker-bhikshus/bhikshu-workers.” The bhiks-
hunis gave me a ride to the temple. Although I didn’t make it in time to
see the workers during lunch, I was able to attend the Dharma lecture at
1:00 p.m. Several workers with beards were in the assembly. They bowed
and sat crossed-legged just like everyone else and were very much at ease.

The temporary lecture hall is located in front of the second floor library.
The Master was lecturing on the Avatamsaka Sutra. When we came across
this verse, Attaining complete wondrous understanding, permanently
cease the two conducts,” the Master said, “During lectures, I am always
giving pop quizzes. There is no exception even to those who rarely attend
lectures like Hsu I-Chun and Fang Guo Wu. The Master immediately
asked me to explain what the ‘two conducts’ are. I hastily replied, “Full
and wonderful awakening,” and asked if it was the correct answer because
I wanted to provide some explanation.

The Master said, “It is not correct; what are you going to explain?”

I asked, “Is it referring to not attaching to the notion of people and the
notion of self?”

The Master smiled and said, “You can stop guessing. It is not correct. That
is not how it should be interpreted. In short, you did not pass the test.”

The Master then asked everyone, “Who knows the answer?” There was
only silence as no one answered.

The Master continued to ask, “Fang Guo Wu must be so afraid now.
Do you know the answer? Let’s hear it.” As predicted by the Master, Guo
Wu was not brave enough to speak. She only whispered to me, “Is it a
Bodhisattva?” I encouraged her, “If you are confident then just say it. It is
okay to be wrong, because listening to Dharma lectures is to study the
Buddhadharma. If we cannot pass, we keep on trying with diligence.
Don't be afraid!” Guo Wu replied, “I am not brave enough.” The Mas-
ter continued to say to me, “Full and wonderful awakening. Awakening
means there is nothing anymore. What are ‘conducts’ then? Why would
they be permanently ceased?” I didn't say anything else but just sat there
with my head hanging down.

The Master then turned to everyone, “Who knows the answer? Give it
a try. Guo Shui would probably know the answer.”

Guo Shui answered, “Is it evil views and evil thoughts?”

The Master did not confirm or reject the answer, and he continued
asking, “Is there anything else? Does Guo Xiu know the answer? Do you
reject Guo Shui’s explanation?”

Guo Xiu answered, “Her answer is justifiable.”

“How could it be justified? Do you know any other explanations?”

questioned the Master. 0 To be continued
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