The Analects of Confucius (continued) (4%)
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Z 4k A% Lectures by Venerable Master Hua

Translated into English by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Chapter 2: To Govern

(18) Zizhang wanted to learn
how to secure an official post.

The Master said, “Be well-
informed and disregard doubt-
ful issues. On other matters, be
cautious in your speech and you
will avoid making mistakes. Be
more observant and disregard
On other

matters, be cautious in your

confusing issues.
PrdE -~ Bl I8 3eE
actions and you will have little
to regret. With fewer mistakes in your speech and little cause for regret

in your actions, an official post will be within reach.”

When teaching his students, Confucius always kept the discussions lively
and interesting. The things that he talked about were not rigid and fixed. In
this way, the students had to pay attention because they wouldn’t have any
idea what subject matter would come up next.

Zizhang wanted to learn how to secure an official post. ‘|-’ (gan) means
‘to seek’ while ‘#5%’ (l1) means ‘official position’ or ‘official emolument.’
Zizhang, who was a disciple of Confucius, wanted to learn how to obtain
a job as an official. He harbored a desire to become a government official
and looked forward to it. Therefore, he sought his teacher’s advice, saying,
“Teacher! By what means can one obtain a high post in the government?
What sort of bribes should one make?” He wanted to learn the methods that
would earn him an official post.

The Master said. As soon as Confucius heard this, he knew that this
student was a good-for-nothing, for he hankered after fame and fortune.
Nonetheless, he still had to attend to his query and so he made the following
proposal.

“Be well-informed and disregard doubtful issues.” Go around and
collect ideas to broaden your scope of knowledge. Make full use of what you
have heard from others. As for information that you are doubtful about, keep
them to yourself and do not discuss or make use of them. So, what is the
method of becoming an official? You should snoop around — be a spy — and
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gather information from all walks of life. Should you come across any issues
that are doubtful or problematic, do not discuss them. On other matters,
be cautious in your speech. You should then take a cautious approach in
talking about the remaining things that are guaranteed to be reliable and
factual, and which will not arouse the least bit of suspicion in others. And
you will avoid making mistakes. In this way, by minimizing the mistakes on
your part, you will not cause any resentment or bring trouble to yourself!

Be more observant and disregard confusing issues. You must also
broaden your scope of knowledge. Do not practice a closed-door policy
by stubbornly clinging to your own views. You should take a look at how
other people do things. If there are certain activities that are dangerous or
do not accord with principle, refrain from doing them and just leave them
aside. On other matters, be cautious in your actions. You should then
take a cautious approach in handling the remaining things that accord with
principle. And you will have little to regret. In this way, whatever you
undertake will not give cause for regret nor give rise to afflictions! Your
speech will not result in mistakes or resentment, and your conduct will be
impeccable.

With fewer mistakes in your speech and little cause for regret in your
actions, an official post will be within reach. By following this method,
you will not commit any errors in your speech and conduct, and your official
status will be guaranteed. You will be sure of securing a job as a government
official. This was what Confucius advised him.

* % ¢ *
Today’s lecture continues on 7he Analects. In essence, it can be called ‘Asian
Literature’ in schools because it is a form of cultural heritage from Asia.
Therefore, if you were to list 7he Analects as a subject in the syllabus, people
will be very amused. However, they are not being flippant. The Analects is a
component of Asian Literature.

Now, if someone asks you, “Whatare the courses offered in your university?”
and you simply reply, “We study 7he Analects,” then he will think, “Oh!
What you study is very minimal.” Instead, you should say ‘Asian Literature’
because 7The Analects is included in this genre. As the countries that make
up Asia are none other than Japan, Korea, or even Singapore, Malaysia, and
Taiwan, people will know what you are talking about when you say ‘Asian
Literature.” Therefore, all of you should understand the broader implications
involved.
£ To be continued
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