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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua on August 26, 1988
B-#i% 33 Translated into English by Alfie Lew

ATEREIE ? FE TR » 2R
ey - FEIFHNRE > HEGER
2 AME ) A AT A (8 AR  E
TR RITE R B A B P (L2 R e YR %)
» RRE ST - B RIEAERS -
RATERA R © — VSRR TR EDA St - 2

SERHVEE A TR e A EMH  FRE
SRR SR EA SR RVEAN - ER
{5 - RENS R T - AR MR 2
2o Fr USSR st A RS AR - B
A AR Z & > ZETIZHY -

BAES K EIUERTHE G -
AGHEFE W I S » mIE A B B A ] FE 2K
T RBEWMKT BREFHEF =0
Al RAREE 5 - ARIZ AR i B s R it
& BE=AZEREHE AL XF
T - LHI R R R — B SR
HIRAF 5 HERATE > SRR -

eI - R IAE =8 -
BEWEES T —(E O VIR S (ERIAA
—R&Z& > FEHEHERA "B, =
¥ o ARE | Wit - EE [R5
#haaH BT FrLAMh E I IR - 2
SREAT R A — BN - AR R
SRR - FERVECE TREAR ) =% Bt
EAERIHEHEE L -

A S R B A S A2 Y
RASRA - FHEASUF T - Lr A (E
LEMENLT > IR - B AR
—HREH o MhE] A ZILHIREE - Wit E C
i T RERHRHEN B R BT
B EHEE - ik TESEAA
7RI NF B8 - N2 R

What evidence is there for the evil he did during the Qin Dynasty? In the
Tang Dynasty, a Dhyana Master named Daoying lived at the Fahai (Sea of
Dharma) Monastery located in Jingdao(i.e. Chang’an.) One day at dawn,
he saw two people coming to the monastery but their feet didn’t touch
the ground, which was the sign of walking ghosts and spirits. When sages
walk, their feet do not touch the ground, either. However, Dharma Mas-
ter Daoying knew that these two were not sages but ghosts. The ghosts
were not afraid of this Dharma Master and asked him for food.

The very next day, when Dharma Master Daoying was performing the
Mengshan ceremony to offer food to rescue these two ghosts, the Em-
peror of Qin, leading three hundred ghosts, also came wishing to partake
of the food this Dharma Master offered. These three hundred ghosts in-
cluded Bai Qi and Wangjian, who was also a fierce general skilled in kill-
ing and battle, a king of killers.

During the Ming Dynasty, at Sanmao Taoist Monastery on Mount W,
a white centipede, more than one foot long, was struck to death by light-
ning. The two characters ‘Bai Qi appeared on its back. You see, because
of his cruelty of burying four hundred thousand people alive, in his next
life he became a centipede, one of the most venomous species. In another
incident, a butcher was killing a pig and a pig that had ‘Bai Qi of Qin’
printed on its skin. It meant that this pig was Bai Qi of the Qin Dynasty.

In the Tang Dynasty and the Ming Dynasty, there were cases showing
the retribution that Bai Qi was undergoing. In the more recent Qing
Dynasty, a daughter of an ordinary citizen became seriously ill at the age
of nineteen. When she was on the brink of death, she said, “T was Bai Qi
in the Qin Dynasty. I killed hundreds of thousands of people. Therefore,
I am going through limitless sufferings.” Because he killed hundreds of
thousands of innocent people, he had to undergo boundless suffering in
the hells. She continued, “I have very limited life span in this body as a
woman. [ will only live to be twenty.” After saying this, she died. These
incidents seem to indicate that Bai Qf’s sufferings in the three evil paths
may never end.

Elder Lord Li said, “Good and evil are followed by their retribution just
as a shadow follows a form.” If you do good deeds, a good retribution will
follow you. If you do bad deeds, a bad retribution will accompany you.
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You must believe this principle. From the story of Bai Qi, one can tell that
the retribution of doing good and evil is not off by a bit.

A verse of criticism says:

General Bai Qi of the Qin Dynasty thought of no one but himself.
He was skilled in leading troops and waging war,

But his brutality was unsurpassed.

He buried soldiers alive after they surrendered,

For which he fell into the hells at death.

Subsequently, he was reborn as a centipede, a pig, and a sick girl.

Commentary:

General Bai Chi of Qin Dynasty thought of no one but himself. Gen-
eral Bai Qi of Qin was supercilious. He basically considered everyone and
everything beneath his notice. The number of people he killed was as
many as sesame seeds. He only had himself in mind. Although he wished
to help build and establish the nation, he did many incorrect things.

He was skilled in leading troops and waging war, but his brutality
was unsurpassed. He was skillful in killing and good at leading troops in
battle, meaning that he took many lives. No one can match his ruthless-
ness. He buried soldiers alive after they surrendered, for which he fell
into the hells at death. He buried four hundred thousand soldiers alive
after they had surrendered. As a result, he plunged to the hells after his
own death.

Subsequently, he was reborn as a centipede, a pig, and a sick girl.
He was born as a centipede, which was struck to death by lightning, and
a pig that had ‘Bai Qi of Qin’ printed on its skin. He then was reborn as
a sick woman. This was all part of his retribution, which was inescapable
and not off by a hair.

Another verse:
A military general’s success caused myriad ghosts to weep.
Bai Qi of the Qin Dynasty was struck by lightning.
He belonged among the ranks of tigers, wolves, and lions.
He wallowed in the bloody mire with centipedes, snakes,
and scorpions.
He transgressed the natural law by burying those who surrendered
And opposed the virtue of the earth by spreading brutality.
A commander-in-chief should be loyal and magnanimous.
Never do to others what you don’t want others to do to you.

Commentary:

A military general’s success caused myriad ghosts to weep. When this
person became successful and famous, his success caused myriad ghosts to
say, “You have wronged me and killed me. I will definitely seek revenge.”
They were all crying and complaining. Bai Qi of the Qin Dynasty was
struck by lightning. General Bai Qi of Qin was reborn as a centipede
and was killed by lightning.

He belonged among the ranks of tigers, wolves, and lions. He wal-
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lowed in the bloody mire with centipedes, snakes, and scorpions. His
fierce demeanor was as lethal as that of tigers, wolves, and lions. He was
as pernicious as the centipedes, snakes, and scorpions. It was as if he had
smeared the bodies of the citizens and soldiers of his country with blood-
this connotes the great number of people he had killed, splashing their
blood everywhere.

He transgressed the natural law by burying those who surrendered
and opposed the virtue of the earth by spreading brutality. He didn’t
pause to consider that heaven and earth favor life and that burying four
hundred thousand soldiers alive after they had surrendered was totally
immoral. The killing and poisonous energy he dispersed went entirely
against any sense of conscience and natural law.

A commander-in-chief should be loyal and magnanimous. Never
do to others what you don’t want others to do to you. A commander-
in-chief who leads troops should understand the principles of loyalty and
magnanimity. What does this mean? It means that you will not harm
others if you don’t want to be hurt.

Therefore, it is said, ‘Be loyal to oneself.” It means that whatever we
do, we must be loyal to ourselves by carrying whatever we do all the way
through to the end. ‘Be magnanimous with others.” How do we treat oth-
ers with magnanimity? We do not do to others what we don’t want done
to ourselves. That's why King Wu rose in a revolt against King Zhou--to
relieve people from sufferings. He was up front, open, and well-disci-
plined, unlike Bai Qi, who was cunning and covert in deceiving another
country’s troops. The strategies Bai Qi employed were ruthless, and he
plunged to the three evil paths after death. Leaders of nations should pay
particular attention to this point. Take care not to revel in power and
prestige while alive but then fall into the paths of hells, hungry ghosts,
and animals after death to undergo endless suffering with no way to es-
cape. That would be taking a great loss and would not be worth it.
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