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Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on March 2, 1984
Jl R4 33% Translated into English by Winne Chou
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Text:
The Buddha manifested in the world in Central India as the son of the King
Shuddhodana. Soon he renounced the position of wheel-turning sage-king,
left the home-life, accomplished the unsurpassed Way, and turned the great
Dharma Wheel. At age seventy-nine, he entered parinirvana, after transmit-
ting the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury to his senior disciple Mahaka-shya-
pa. He also named Ananda the second in line to inherit the transmission.
Moreover, he gave Great Kashyapa a golden samghati robe to transmit to
Maitreya Buddha in the future. Speaking the following transmission verse:

At its base, the Dharma is no Dharma,

And this Dharma of no Dharma is also Dharma;

Now, as that no Dharma is transmitted,

How can there be any Dharma?

Commentary:

The Buddha manifested in the world in Central India as the son of the King
Shuddhodana. Shakyamuni Buddha was born in Central India in the country
of Shravasti as the crown prince of King Shuddhodana.

Soon he renounced the position of wheel-turning sage-king, left the
home-life, accomplished the unsurpassed Way. The character ‘soon’ means
before long. The Buddha was born in the palace, yet he didn’t want any wealth,
sensual pleasures, fame, food, and sleep in the mundane world. Therefore, be-
fore long, he renounced the position of wheel-turning sage-king. If Shakyamuni
Buddha had not left the home-life, he would become a Wheel-turning Sage
King. It turned out that he relinquished it, left the home-life, and practiced to
accomplish the unsurpassed proper equal and proper enlightenment, that is, the
attainment of anuttarasamyaksambodpi.

And turned the great Dharma Wheel. After the Buddha realized Bud-
dhahood, he lectured on the sutras and spoke the Dharma, turning the great
Dharma wheel to teach and transform beings. At age seventy-nine, he entered
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parinirvana. When the Buddha was seventy-nine years old, he entered complete
stillness.

After transmitting the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury to his senior disci-
ple Mahakashyapa.‘Senior’ here implies elderly. The Buddha transmitted the
Proper Dharma Eye Treasury to his eldest disciple, not his top disciple — Vener-
able Mahakashyapa. The disciple that the Buddha transmitted the Dharma to is
Mahakashyapa. He is the Great Kashyapa, the elderly Kashyapa who cultivates
asceticism.

He also named Ananda the second in line to inherit the transmission.
‘Named’ here is to designate. ‘Second in line’ refers to someone who can assist.
He also designated Venerable Ananda to help Venerable Kashyapa to propagate
the Buddhadharma. Moreover, he gave Great Kashyapa a golden samghati
robe to transmit to Maitreya Buddha in the future. Samghati is the Partri-
arch’s robe. It is also the Buddha’s robe. The Buddha directed Venerable Great
Kashyapa to enter samadhi in Chicken Foot Mountain in Yunnan Province.
There he will wait for the-future born Maitreya Buddha to appear in the world,
and he will transmit the samghati robe to Maitreya Buddha.

Speaking the following transmission verse. Afterwards, the Buddha spoke
of a transmission verse to Kashyapa. At its base, the Dharma is no Dharma.
What is Dharma? Basically, there is no Dharma to speak of. And this Dharma
of no Dharma is also Dharma. However, in the midst of no Dharma, we will
again speak of this Dharma. Now, as that no Dharma is transmitted. Now I
am transmitting the robe to you. This is a Mind Seal Dharma without any shape
and form. How can there be any Dharma? So what kind of Dharma can be
found from the Dharma within this Dharma? There is nothing! ‘Basically, there
is not a single thing. Where can dust alight?” This is the Dharma of ‘How can
there be any Dharma?’

A verse in praise:

Adorned with ten thousand virtues,
Undefiled by a single mote of dust,

For forty-nine years he toiled.

In the end he twirled a flower,

And Kashyapa broke into a smile.

The Proper Dharma Eye Treasury:
Unrecognized even by a thousand sages.

Commentary:

Adorned with ten thousand virtues, undefiled by a single mote of dust.
The Buddha ‘cultivated blessings and wisdom for three asamkhyeyas of kalpas
and perfected the hallmarks and characteristics for a hundred kalpas.” Because
he cultivated blessings and wisdom, he beamed adorned with a myriad virtues
without the slightest trace of defiled mundane thought.

For forty-nine years he toiled. During these forty-nine years, he put in a
great deal of painstaking effort; it is not at all easy to cross people over.

In the end he twirled a flower, and Kashyapa broke into a smile. In the
very end, Shakyamuni Buddha twirled a golden lotus and smiled to the assem-
bly. At that time, none of the disciples said anything except the elderly Venerable
Kashyapa, whose countenance broke into a smile.

$>To be continued
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