Early in the year of 1973, a fervent Buddhist visited Gold Mountain
Monastery. Having been in business for many years, he often took trips
between Hong Kong and South America. This time, he made special
arrangements to stop by San Francisco, called ‘Gold Mountain’ by the
Chinese, only because he heard of a venerable Chinese monk, who had
established a monastery there for his disciples to study Buddhism. Those
who followed him to learn meditation and study the Buddha’s teachings
were young Americans. Having been a Buddhist himself for many years, he
was happy to see Buddhism spreading to distant places like other religions,
so he decided to pay a visit to the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua.

This Upasaka, Mr. Yu Shau Shing, who believed that the Buddhadharma
was inconceivable, was once the sole survivor of an airplane crash at the
Taiwan International Airport when the jet he was in ripped through a
village during landing. He realized that in surviving, he had been given a
great opportunity to offer himself to Buddhism. Since then, he supported
the Three Jewels (Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha) with all his effort. When he
saw the Master, he felt as if they were old friends. Right away he asked the
Master to go to Brazil to teach the Dharma. <= Continued on page 45
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n March of the same year, the Master left everything behind.

After turning over all the affairs of the Sino-American Buddhist
Association to the ten or more newly ordained Bhikshus, he flew to
Brazil alone. It was a surprise to all, because the Master usually brought
his disciples whenever he went to give Dharma lectures, to give them
a chance to practice speaking and see the world. Instead, this time
he left all his disciples in the monastery so they could learn to be in
charge of Dharma events and to make decisions on all matters. Though
the Master occasionally wrote and telephoned to give advice, and the
monastics had everything under control, what he really wanted his
disciples to learn was to maintain harmony and cooperation within
the Sangha and to practice the Six Principles: no fighting, no greed,
no seeking, not being selfish, no gaining personal advantage, and no
lying. Observing on the side, the Master was trying to see who could
pass the six tests.

So, what did the Master do in Brazil? When the Master came
home in August, he said, "The coastal regions of South America are
prosperous. The people there are honest. It is a pity that the majority
has no knowledge about the Three Jewels at all. I went there to sow
seeds and plant sprouts. During my stay in South America, I recited the
Great Compassion Mantra 100,000 times. So, when the bodhi fruits
ripen, it will be the responsibility of all of you to harvest them.” Who
knows? Perhaps in the future the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
may open a monastery in South America to propagate the Mahayana
Buddhist Dharma. Practitioners, let’s work hard on that!

When the Master stopped at a place, he would let his disciples know.
From the letters that the Master wrote, we can sense that the Master’s
every thought was unbiased concern for each disciple who made the
resolve to practice. On March 23, 1973 the Master wrote, "How are
Hsieh and Hsu doing in their practice in the monastery? Take good care
of them, and help them enhance their faith in the Way.” (At the time
when the Master left, these two vigorous laywomen had just begun
their life in seclusion at Gold Mountain Monastery. They ate one meal
a day and practiced seriously.) On March 27, the Master wrote a letter
of encouragement to his disciples again, “I arrived safely at Sao Paulo,
Brazil, yesterday. I'm staying in a hotel for the time being. After resting
for a few days, I'll meet various Buddhists to see if there are conditions
to promulgate Buddhism. I'll tell you about that later. All of you
worthy disciples should work hard with vigor and perseverance. Forget
your own self for the sake of Dharma. Be the first ones to awaken in
the West and act as a ferry and support for all beings of the Dharma
Realm. Manifest your great Bodhi mind and aim for early attainment
of the unsurpassed Way. Do not waste any time. Remember, life is
fleeting and impermanent. All of you must strive diligently. How are
the two laywomen, Hsieh and Hsu, progressing in their practice? Are
they still staying in the monastery?” On June 20, the Master wrote
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to his disciples, “To all of you who
come for a good cause, how tall has
the Bodhi tree behind you grown?
Have you been nurturing and
watering it daily? Has your Bodhi
heart developed and expanded?
This concerns me greatly.” Though
now the Master has indeed left us,
every word he said and everything
he did are like needles and probes
reminding us all the time. Fellow
practitioners, be vigorous!

On March 30, the Master’s letter
reads, “When writing to me, write
just “To Lun’ on the envelope with
no other form of address, such as
Abbot or Rev. etc., just to avoid
inciting the jealousy of Catholics.”
(The majority of South Americans
are Catholics.) From this letter, we
can tell the Master only has the
mind and heart of a Bodhisattva.
He does not want to create more
problems for other people and sow
a bad cause. It is also a reminder for
us to do the same at all times.

The Master spent altogether four
months in South America. He
visited Panama, Brazil, Paraguay,
and Argentina. The time is not
ripe yet, the Master can only
turn the responsibility to the next

generation.




