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Since the establishment of Gold Coast Dharma Realm in Australia in
1995, the Mahayana Buddhism propagated by Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua has spread to New Zealand this year. For the first time ever, twenty-
nine men and women in New Zealand took refuge with the Triple Jewel
and Proper Dharma.

Accompanied by Jinxing Yuan from Penang, Malaysia, CTTB’
Dharma Master Heng Sure arrived in Wellington, the capital of New
Zealand, on December 25, 2010. He held a four-hour ceremony to
transmit the Three Refuges and Five Precepts on January 19. Dharma
Master Sure said, “This ceremony is held according to the tradition
passed down through thousands of years.” He then gave a talk about
precepts and Buddhism to the assembly made up of preceptees and
onlookers.

Most of the refuge-takers and preceptees were young professionals.
Among them were Dr. Jessica Hutching, a renowned Maori
environmentalist in New Zealand; Dr. Yanlin Peng; Fensi Zheng, who
has a Master’s degree in education; young graduates from Victoria
University of Wellington, Massey University, and the University of
Auckland; and a fellow cultivator, seventy-four years old.

Mr. and Mrs. Guolin Ye (Qin Lin and Qin Lun), who received the
Bodhisattva Precepts at CTTB last year, brought their four children,
their future daughter-in-law, and their nephew for the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts, thus making the family a harmonious Buddhist
household.

During his brief stay, Dharma Master Sure was invited to lecture
on ‘The Path to Awakening’ at Victoria University of Wellington on
January 20. Though the students were on holiday, many enthusiastic
people showed up. Dharma Master Sure played and sang his Buddhist
songs and performed with his puppet snail and tiger. The whole audience
laughed with delight and gained a deeper understanding of Buddhism.
Dr. Michael Radich, the Dean of the Department of Religions at
Victoria University, was originally at Stanford University, so he and
Dharma Master Sure felt like old friends.
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Prior to the lecture at Victoria
University of Wellington, Dharma
Master Sure went to Bodhinyanarama
Monastery in Stoke Valley to visit
Ajahn Tira Dharmmo and Jotipalo.
He was invited to give a talk to an
audience of around twenty men and
women from Sri Lanka who were
about to begin their eighth day of
Chan meditation. Dharma Master
Jotipalo postponed his silence month
for one day in order to meet Dharma
Master Sure.

In the propagation of Dharma in
New Zealand, Maria Dinh, a devout
Catholic, deserves to be mentioned.
Admiring and respecting the Three
Steps and One Bow pilgrimage
Dharma Master Sure had made for
world peace, she offered her house
for Dharma Master Sure and Dharma
protectors Jinxing Yuan and Rosaline
Kang to stay.

Undoubtedly, Dharma Master Sure’s
propagation journey to the southern
hemisphere has raised the Dharma
banner for the local people and the
Bodhi seeds will ripen and bear fruits
one day.
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