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Bloom and Shine from California out
Across the Land: 2010 Amitabha Session at CTTB
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Zonghua Wu: I came from lowa. First of all, I would like to thank the
Venerable Master who built such a great monastery for us so that we can
practice here. During the Dharma session, the busiest people are the kitchen
staff. We deeply appreciate them for cooking such wonderful food, and also
thank all those who worked to support this session.

The first thing I would like to mention is the universal bowing from 5:00
to 6:00 a.m. The quality of air mixing with the fragrance of aloewood and
sandalwood was really great. The chanting the Buddha’s name echoed in the
Buddha Hall. After one hour of bowing, I was happy and entirely free from
worry both mentally and physically. Do you feel the same way?

The second thing I noticed was that when the cantor sped up the
chanting at the very end of each recitation period, the echo of the first
recitation bounced back after the second recitation, and this echo and the
third recitation produced an acoustic resonance in the air. I don’t know if
you experienced this. When I calmed down to listen to the chanting, it
made me feel really peaceful and tranquil.

When I used to recite sutras, I couldnt comprehend certain parts.

However, after hearing the Venerable Master’s lectures and other Dharma

Masters’ instructional talks during the evening lecture time or through -
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walking meditation, my mind suddenly opened up. I felt: O, I understand
now. I was able to comprehend and make connections on the parts that had
been unintelligible to me.

We frequently hear the verse: We can take nothing with us. Only our karma
Jfollows us. This is something we say quite often. What we can really take with
us in the end is our karma because it definitely follows us. The second thing
that will follow us is our blessing. The third is our virtue. The fourth is our
wisdom. Since we have participated in this Buddha Recitation Session, we
have planted Bodhi seeds, which will also follow us in life after life. This is
the biggest benefit we have. If we practice diligently, we will be awakened to
Bodhi quickly. So, I would like to wish everyone a smooth journey treading
on the Path of Bodhi. May your mind be bathed in the water of Lotus
(referring to purity of the Western Land). Amitabha!

John Scroggs: My name is John Scroggs. I have been a refuge disciple for
a long time, and I currently live in Willits and work here. I was reflecting
on when was the last time that I attended an Amitabha Session, and I came
to the conclusion that the first was in 1985. That was not quite as bad as I
think; actually I have gone to later ones every ten, fifteen years. So anyway,
my life was sort of a cautionary tale for some. You can get caught up in
your own dream, and time goes by quickly in your own dream world. A
particularly good way to do that is to live outside the monastery and work
at the monastery. Time just flies.

So anyway, I was very happy to finally be able to attend an Amitabha
Session once again, and I find myself to be grateful and also somewhat
ashamed in that I've had the perspective of checking in once every ten,
fifteen years. I can see how things have changed. It seems that our session
here, and the people who are practicing here, have really gained strength
and real depth to their practice. And that makes me feel that maybe I'm
missing out. On the other hand, Shr Fu always said, “Don’t slight yourself.”
If T remember correctly, Shakyamuni Buddha himself used to be Never-
slighting Bodhisattva.

So I had a pretty good session. Basically, my practice is fairly minimal.
I stay busy most of the time doing my best to keep the monastery going,
which is the reason why I could pop into this session once in a while, and
I had a really good response. Those of you who are caught up in a similar
situation where you can’t attend every year, and if you can’t cultivate as
much as you want because of other situations, don’t get discouraged. Don't
slight yourself. You can just come here. You do have conditions and you can
have a response.

Bhikshu Jin Yan: Just now, Junli Li and Zonghua Wu mentioned the
'Fragrance Accumulation Bodhisattvas.' This term refers to the kitchen staff
who work very hard in the kitchen, like Bodhisattvas who help us to advance
spiritually in this assembly. We thank the kitchen staff who contributed
their time and energy to support this assembly. When we walk into the
dining hall at lunch time, we always see a touching scene: a group of people
washing and cutting vegetables to prepare for the next day’s lunch. Tonight,
we conclude our Amitabha Session for this year. I hope everyone will take
the Buddha’s name back to your daily life. See you next year! Amitabha.



