Constructing
the Buddha’s Palace
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A talk given by Bhikshuni Heng Gwei in January 2007 at the
Buddhist Lecture Hall in Hong Kong
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Building a Foundation:
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Bodhi Field E23ilan

Why did I choose to leave home? We will have to start from some ten-odd
to twenty years ago. Back then, it was already well known that Venerable
Master Hua knows pretty much everything. At that time, he said to our
family, “Within Guo Bao’s (Dharma Master Heng Gwei’s name) family,
there will be forty to fifty people that will become my disciples and take
I didn’t know at the time that there would
actually be forty to fifty people from my family taking refuge. As of now, the

refuge in the Triple Jewel.”

number is even greater than that. In fact, all four generations of my family
took refuge with the Venerable Master. Why did I follow the Venerable
Master to leave home? It was not because I was moved by his ability to
foresee and know everything. We had already heard of his intelligence and
wisdom all our lives.

Several days before this, we were told an anecdote. The Venerable Master
said he had a very obedient disciple, around sixty years old, whose stomach
always grumbled. She was always hungry, and therefore always had to eat.
Later on, someone started talking to her from her stomach! This sixty-
year-old disciple was our great-aunt, my grandfather’s sister-in-law. The
Venerable Master’s protection over our family has really been incredible. It
was the Venerable Master’s great deeds and wisdom that touched my soul
and motivated me to leave home. Later, when the conditions were ripe, I
left the home-life.

I have been a monastic for twenty years already. Time flies, but I always
consider myself a young novice, because the number of dharma practices
is unlimited and there is still much to learn. We haven’t even tasted a drop
of the Buddhadharma. We haven't even taken the first step in our spiritual
practice. What we're doing now is building ourselves a solid foundation.
It’s only after this foundation has been built that we can construct the
palace of the Buddha. If the foundation isn’t stable or strong enough, any
temple we build on top, no matter how elegant or high, would still topple.
This foundation is the dharma door of the mind-ground. This foundation
should be based on the six great principles, supported by these six posts,
and embedded upon these six ideas. We have to drive these six great
principles — no fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuit
of personal advantage, no lying — into the foundation to ensure that the
Buddhist temple we build later will stand strong. If not, then our efforts
will basically have been wasted.

Of course, this career isn’t simple; the road is long. We must be strong
from the beginning. Whether there are many people or few at the monastery
is not a problem. When Venerable Master first arrived in the States, only
three people who came for his Dharma talks. The Master said, “One was
lying down, one sat with one of his legs propped up, and one didn’t know
what he was doing.” Regardless, the Master still treated everything the
same way; he taught the Dharma in the most respectful of ways, as if before
an audience of millions. Now, many people come to listen to the Dharma
talks. Back then, many people also left. In fact, this is something that
Master already told us before he passed away.
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