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I have a story about Shifu [the
Master]. While I was in CTTB [the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas], I
received a telephone call. It was Shifu
at the other end of the line. Shifu
asked, “Do you have time?” “Yes, I
do,” T replied. “You need to go to
Phoenix, Arizona. A disciple there
wants to donate a bus to us. You need
to see this disciple who is currently in
jail.” T accepted the task and boarded
a Greyhound bus the next day on my
way to Phoenix, Arizona.

I arrived in Phoenix at night and,
needless to say, the place was dark.
I started wondering where I should
spend the night, as I did not bring
enough money to check into a
hotel. T found a shelter with the
bare minimum. It was designed for
poor people who just needed to stay
overnight. This fit my purpose and I
paid the person in charge five dollars
in exchange for a blanket. Inside
the building, I became nervous. I
discovered that the place was wide
open; it did not have any rooms, only
partitions to section off the open
space. The surroundings did not feel
secure and as a result, I could not fall
asleep. I stayed up all night reciting
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name hoping
for her protection in case of mishaps.
Fortunately, no one headed my way
or caused me any troubles, and the
night was finally over.

The following morning, I managed
to find the detention center. The
place was filthy and enclosed in
a dark g7 1 later learned that this
Chinese disciple was indicted and
confined in jail because he used the
U.S. mail to illegally sell Chinese
herbal medicine by falsely advertising
that the medicine could help women
conceive. He was convicted and
retained in jail for an undetermined
amount of time.
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I finally was granted permission to talk to him. Through the
thick glass, I noticed that he was very nervous and anxious.
He believed his life was under threat and he could not survive
under such conditions. It was quite understandable; these
places generally harbor bad spirits, and the environment
is oppressing. I tried to comfort him and told him that if
he recited Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name he should be fine. I
obtained the bus key from him and left the facilities. I called
Shifu and reported that the man was very worried about his
own life. Shifu assured me that Guanyin Bodhisattva would
protect him as long as he recited her name.

I went to check out the bus in the trailer park. I was
disappointed. The bus was really "mama huhu," meaning
below average. It was built around the time of World War II
and had touch-up house paint all around the exterior of the
bus. The tires were so worn that they hardly had any tread on
them to provide traction. I wondered how I could possibly
drive this bus to CTTB, given the conditions. Amitofo! I
stepped into the bus. The interior was modified and looked
like a mobile home, but only on a much smaller scale. It had
a tiny kitchen, a very small desk, and a little black and white
television. I turned on the engine and started to drive the bus
back to CTTB. The weather in Arizona at that time was very
hot. The temperature was over 100 degrees, and I could not
take the bus above 35 miles per hour because the bald tires
made it difficult to control. I constantly had the impression
that the bus would give up on me or I would get a flat tire
at any time. All I could think of doing was to recite “Namo
Guan Shi Yin Pu Sa” all the way, and it turned out to be a
long four-day trip.

I came to the Sierra Mountains and the bus barely made it
over Donner Pass on Highway U.S. 1-80, at a speed of below
15 miles per hour. Now I was on a descent, I could coast. I
rolled until evening, then I called it a night.

The next day, I turned on the ignition but the bus refused
to start. The place was deserted, with not a single house or
person within sight. No one would come to my rescue. I
thought to myself that I would probably die from starvation
right on this deserted spot. So I went on again, reciting
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name, and suddenly a tow truck came
and stopped for me. The driver came over and offered to help.
He diagnosed that the bus died due to a failed regulator. Not
only was he a fine mechanic, he was also one who collected
old car parts and happened to have a World War II era bus
regulator at his shop. As I was short in cash after filling up
my gas tank and could not afford to buy the part from him,
I negotiated a deal. We agreed to trade parts. I would give
him the little black and white television, and he would give
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me the regulator. He installed the new regulator and I was on
the road again.

I finally arrived safely at CT'TB. I talked to Shifu about the
incident and reported all that happened on the road. Shifu
said, “That mechanic you encountered was our special friend;
he indeed was a Dharma protector. No one today would keep
a car part that predates World War II. But, although I asked
you to go get this bus, in reality we have no need for it. The
true reason behind this trip was to give an opportunity to
the jailed disciple to create some merit and help reduce his
suffering by accepting his bus donation.”

Soon after, the person was released from jail. During his
stay in prison, fortunately he was neither attacked nor beaten
by his inmates. He became a free man.

As far as the bus was concerned, it was kept at CT'TB until,
one day, a hippie couple came up and asked to buy it from
us. We made sure that they knew it was a valuable bus and
was considered a classic and a collectible item. We offered
the bus to them for $1,250. The couple agreed but could
only put down $250 at first. They promised to bring $250
every week until the balance was met. We said, “Fine. You
can bring $250 every week, but you are not going to drive
the bus anywhere until you have completely paid it off.” This

was how we got rid of the bus, and that concludes my story.
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