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A Dharma talk by Dharma Master Heng Sure at Longquan Monastery in China on December 11, 2009

X —# 33 Translated into English by Wang Yidan

We just spoke about Guanyin Bodhisattva who 'responds to two types
of request.” The two prayers refer to prayers for a son or a daughter. Here
is a story that helped many Westerners better understand Guan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva. There was a nurse called Guo Tong. She had studied with
Master Hua in the U.S. for awhile. She wanted to have children but was
unable to give birth. She consulted many doctors, and they all told her:
“With your condition, it’s dangerous for you to try to bear children, but
you can adopt one.” She was already a disciple of Master Hua, so she
went to the Master and asked for help.

Guo Tong: “Shifu [Master], the doctor said I cannot give birth to
children. What can I do?”

Master: “You have read The Universal Door Chapter. The sutra says
that if you ask for a son, you will give birth to a son. If you ask for a
daughter, you will give birth to a daughter. Why don't you go and recite
Guanyin Bodhisattva's holy name? Why don't you pray to Guanyin
Bodhisattva for a child?”

Guo Tong: “Wow! Can I really do that? I thought that was just
something you read in books.”

Master: “You simply do not believe in Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva!
Now bow to Guanyin Bodhisattva sincerely and pray for a child! I
believe there will be good news soon.

Guo Tong: "All right."
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She bowed in front of the image of Guanyin Bodhisattva and recited
The Universal Door Chapter aloud. Then she learned to recite the Great
Compassion Mantra by heart. Less than three months later, Guo Tong
finished work and went to see the Master. “Shifu! Shifu!” she said. “I'm
pregnant!” Then after five months, she said, “Shifu, the doctor said
there is a possibility of an irregular delivery because of some problems
with the fetus. I may lose the child. Shifu, what should I do?” Master
Hua replied, “Your belief is not strong enough. You need to try harder.
You must pray to Guanyin Bodhisattva sincerely. Don’t worry! It’s just
a waste of gasoline if you use the energy to worry. Instead, put all the
energy of worrying into your practice and be very sincere."

Guo Tong really did that. She asked some friends to draw Guanyin
Bodhisattva with a Chinese brush and had the drawings placed in the
temple. She bowed sincerely and diligently in the Great Compassion
Repentance. When she was delivering her child, the lay people from
Gold Mountain Monastery were reciting Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s
name. Then a big eight-pound baby boy came into this world.
Afterwards they asked her how it went. She said, “At first, it was painful,
so I recited Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva's holy name nonstop. When I
opened my eyes, I saw the compassionate Guanyin Bodhisattva in her
white robe holding a willow branch in her hand. She was standing
beside the bed. Guanyin Bodhisattva scattered cool water on my
forehead and said, 'I want Guo Tong to give birth to a big, fat boy who
has hair.”” That’s the story. So let’s be sincere when we recite the name
of Guanyin Bodhisattva. Guo Tong has two sons now. One is six foot
four, the other is six foot three. Both of them have red hair.

Here’s a story about Mother Mary. I am a professor with thirteen or
fourteen students in my class each semester. Half of them are Buddhist,
and the other halfare Christian. Three years ago, a student dressed in the
typical attire of a Catholic nun — a black hood with a long robe — came
into my class. She introduced herself, “I am a Vietnamese American.
I grew up in a Buddhist family.” We asked her, “You grew up in a
Buddhist family. What made you become a Catholic nun?” She said,
“It was due to the kindness and compassion of Guanyin Bodhisattva.”
Fourteen weeks later as the semester was about to conclude, she told us
her story. It was a really moving story. She said:

It was already the end of the Vietnam War in 1975. Vietnam was very
chaotic at that time. If people could, they sent their children overseas.
But that was not easy. My mother was a devout Buddhist. She deeply
revered Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva. I am the youngest of five children
in my family. My mother sent my eldest brother overseas first, then
continued sending the other younger children.

At that time, the boatmen only took gold. They didn’t want paper
currency. You could take the trip for ten ounces of gold. People said
you could only bring gold, food, clothes, and a blanket — nothing else.
Well, my mother put Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva's image in her son's
pocket, and she told him to recite Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva's name.

The ship was only supposed to hold two hundred people, but they
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packed on four hundred. When the ship set out on the water, it would
be very dangerous. But my mother had already paid the gold. There
was no way out!

When my mother came home that night, she lit incense and stayed up
all night bowing to Guanyin. She recited 7he Universal Door Chapter.
She chanted ‘Namo Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva who saves those who
are suffering’ over and over. We heard no news from my older brother
until three months later. One day, we received a letter. He said he had
arrived in the Philippines safely. In addition to the overcrowded ship,
hed also met with a tsunami and a gale storm. Sometimes the ship
stopped on shore. But the natives pushed the ship back into the sea.
They didn’t want the refugee ship on their shores. Finally, he arrived
in the Philippines safely. Wow! How kind and compassionate Guanyin
Bodhisattva is. After that my mother sent the second oldest, the third
oldest and then the fourth child. I was the fifth, the last one. ”

“So how did it all turn out?” we asked.

She said, “Because my mother believed in Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva
sincerely, Guanyin granted her requests. She used her thousand hands
and thousand eyes to help us. The entire family was reunited last year
in Southern California; we were all there.”

“Great! So why did you become a Catholic?” we asked.

Then she continued, “Before we went abroad, one day my uncle was
sick. It was very dangerous at that time to go to my uncle's village. But
my mother had to go and deliver the medicine to him in person. So my
older sister and I went along with her. When we got there, we heard
the sound of a gun: ‘bang, bang, bang!’ It was very dangerous. When
we arrived, my uncle was gone and no one was in the house. In fact,
there was no one in the village. The sound of the guns was so near! My
mother pulled back a rug, revealing a secret door. She opened the door
and put my older sister and me in the basement. Then she closed the
door and replaced the rug. She sat there and recited, ‘Namo Guan Shi
Yin Bodhisattva who saves those who are suffering’ over and over again
with great anxiety. We heard her just above us.

“All of a sudden, we heard the voice of a man. He had a very sonorous
and strong voice, and he said, “There’s nobody here, let's keep moving!”
‘Nobody here’!? It was great! We were safe! The sound of the 'bang,
bang, bang' disappeared. Mother opened the door, and the three of
us hugged each other and cried. Mother said, ‘Do you know whose
voice that was? I didn't see anyone. Was that Guanyin Bodhisattva in a
transformation body? I believe it was!””

“The car needed to be driven back. We had to pass through a
battlefield filled with the sound of gunfire. It was so dangerous. Mother
said, “Tuck your heads in the car and concentrate on reciting Guanyin
Bodhisattva's name.” She drove the car through the battlefield. It was
not hit by a single bullet. It was unbelievable!”

She ended, “Because Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva was so kind and
compassionate to our family, I decided to leave the home life and
become a nun.”
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I said, “Great, you are a nun. You must be a good nun. Be as
sincere as Jesus."

She said, “Yes, indeed!”

Surprisingly, she is probably much more open-minded than I
am. In my opinion, she should have become a nun in a Buddhist
temple. But that was not important. She’s now a Buddhist in a
Catholic church. We can also be reverent Catholics in Buddhism.

I feel my knowledge and wisdom is extremely limited when I
am in front of Dharma Masters and Dharma friends who have
been studying Buddhism for many years. Therefore, advice and
comments are always welcome. They are necessary.

We also have the Dharma Realm Buddhist Young Adults (DRBY)
group which consists of college students and young adults who
are interested in Buddhism. In the future, if the volunteers and
laypeople of Longquan Monastery would like to help out with
DRBY, they would be making contributions to a bright future
for Buddhism. This would be a great way to contribute. All the
world will be able to know the greatness of Buddhism. Many of
these young people have received a Buddhist education and have
a notion of morality. Now many of them have already graduated
from college. Some have gone out into the world to work. Some
have returned to the monastery to study Buddhism. If you want to
hear more Dharma talks by Master Hua, the press of the Bureau
of Religion and Culture in China has published twelve volumes
of Dharma talks by Master Hua in simplified Chinese. You may
purchase them in the bookstore. I also give Dharma Talks every
Saturday in the U.S. over the Internet. You can access them online
at 11:30 Sunday morning Chinese time.

OK, that’s all I've prepared. Let's stop here.
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