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Events in the Life of the Venerable Master:
The China Period

White Mountains
and Black Waters

Nurture Rare Talent
(Continued)

13. Bleeding on the Lotus Sutra

It is said that ‘Extreme sincerity can even break open metal and stone.’
The Master was so focused and sincere in his Buddhist practice that his
eyes bled during his reading of the Lotus Sutra.

As told by the Venerable Master:

When I read the Lotus Sutra, my eyes started bleeding. Why? They bled
because I kept reading the Lozus Sutra and didn’t sleep for many days.
The more I read, the more I wanted to read. I forgot to eat and sleep and
did not realize that my eyes were bleeding. It was not until the blood
dripped onto the sutra and colored it red that I realized something was
wrong with my eyes. They could not last any longer so I had to take a
break. That was how I read the Lotus Sutra.

Someone said, “Gee, you are crazy!” Yes, | was crazy. If I were not, I
wouldn’t have let my eyes bleed. If I were as smart as you are, my eyes
wouldn’t have bled, right? You must be laughing in your mind and
thinking, “Yes, it must be that way.” You are too shy to laugh out loud,
and can only laugh in secret. You are thinking, “I am smarter than you
are.” Though you are smarter than I am, you are my disciples now. You
have to study with me no matter how smart you are.

I remember, when I was reading the Lotus Sutra, that 1 could
recollect everything I had done in my previous lives. You may
consider your teacher is just a Dharma Master. I was actually an
emperor and a prime minister in different lives. In short, I had
many roles in my previous lives. I can only remember them roughly
and not exactly. I prefer not to be an emperor or a wheel-turning
king. Those positions are so troublesome!
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14: Explaining the Sixth Patriarch Sutra for the First Time

At that time many monks were illiterate and had no place to study
Buddhism. When the Master was sixteen years old, he decided it was
his responsibility to advocate Buddhism. He started to explain the sutras,
including the Sixth Patriarch Sutra, the Vajra Sutra and the Amitabha
Sutra, in the monasteries.

As told by the Venerable Master:

When I was a child, I was not good at talking and didn’t speak much.
I joined the Ethical Society where I learned how to give speeches. 1
practiced lecturing every day and became good at it. Later as I studied
Buddhism, I practiced lecturing by teaching Dharma to others. I
shared with them what I learned. Of course, I did not speak about
what I did not understand.

I was young at that time but I dedicated my life to serve Buddhism.
I also participated in activities in the Buddhist Society. When I was
sixteen, | stayed in the monastery and gave lectures on the Sixzh
Patriarch Sutra. 1 wasn’t familiar with all the words, so I explained
only the words I knew. Who was the audience? Strangely, they were
monks. At that time China had a high illiteracy rate. These monks
couldn’t read and had no way to study the Buddhadharma. I knew
some words, and if I hadn’t explained the sutras for them, they would
never have been able to learn what the Buddhadharma was about. 1
taught short sutras such as the Vazjra Sutra and the Amitabha Sutra,
and other Buddhist knowledge. At the age of sixteen, I decided to
devote my life to advocate Buddhism. With years of practice, I now
know how to talk.

The more I read the Sixth Patriarch Sutra, the happier I became and
the more I wanted to read. When I read the sentence, “Some dharma
teachings are sudden and some are gradual; some people achieve
awareness slowly while others do so quickly.” I thought: Why is there
a difference between sudden and gradual? Are they the same or are
they different? I thought it was unfair to say ‘sudden’ or ‘gradual’ so I
wrote the following couplet:

“Although sudden and gradual may differ,
the goal is one and the same.
What is the point in distinguishing north and south?
Sages and ordinary people are temporarily different,
but they are the same in nature.
There’s no need to discuss east and west.

When I was seventeen, I wrote the following poem:
The word “Amitabha,” the king of all dharmas,
Contains the Five Periods and Eight Teachings.

One who singlemindedly remembers and recites it
Will directly enter the bodhimanda of stillness and light.

Recitation of the Buddha’s name is the king of all methods. The
one word “Amitabha” includes everything within the Five Periods and
Eight Teachings of the Buddha’s Dharma.

$a7To be continued
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