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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR:
TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY

& A2 Bai Qi

TN ANHEA198848F26R
Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua on August 26, 1988
B-#i% 33 Translated into English by Alfie Lew

Essay:

Bai Qi was a general of Qin during the Warring States Period. He was
granted the title ‘One Who is Secure in Battle’ due to his frequent tri-
umphs in battle. In a war against the State of Zhao at Changping, he
feigned defeat and retreated. Subsequently, he cut off the enemy’s sup-
plies and laid siege to the troops of Zhao. The Qin soldiers with arrows
killed the commander-in-chief of Zhao, General Zhao Kuo, and then
buried alive the four hundred thousand soldiers who had surrendered,
which was totally brutal and inhuman. When Bai Qi later opposed the
emperor’s orders, he was given a sword to cut his own throat. He was
reborn in the three evil paths and underwent endless sufferings.

In the Tang Dynasty, at Fahai (Sea of Dharma) Monastery north of
Beijing, Dharma Master Dao Ying saw two people enter the monastery
at dawn one day. Since their feet did not touch the ground as they
walked, he knew they were ghosts. The two ghosts begged for alms
from him. The next day, the Dharma Master offered food, and the Qin
Emperor led three hundred ghosts, including Bai Qi, Wang Jian and
others, to partake of it.

In the Ming Dynasty, at Sanmao Monastery on Mount Wu, a foot-
long white centipede was struck by lightning, and the two words Bai Qi
appeared on its backbone. Another time, when a butcher slaughtered a
pig, the five words ‘Bai Qi of Qin Dynasty’ appeared on its skin. In the
Qing Dynasty, a nineteen-year-old girl from Jiangnan became gravely
ill. On her deathbed, she said to herself, “I was Bai Qi in the Qin Dy-
nasty, and I killed several hundred thousand people then. I underwent
endless suffering in the hells. I was reborn as a girl whose life span is
limited to twenty years.” After saying this, she passed away. Bai Qi’s
suffering in the three evil paths will never come to an end. Laozi said,
“Good and evil retribution follow one as a shadow follows a form.” We
can certainly believe it!
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Commentary:

Today we are going to talk about a general and a field marshal. It is said, ‘A
true emperor always gains help from hundreds of warriors, and the great
general is always awe-inspiring.” However, if a general cannot do things
properly, he will also fall into the hells without any dignity. The field mar-
shal had great skills in military strategies and was also good at command-
ing other generals. He was widely known. The general was from the State
of Qin during the Warring States Period [c. 475 — 221 BCE]. Due to his
frequent triumphs in battle, he was given the title ‘One Who is Secure in
Battle.” Later, he received the order to attack the State of Zhao. As it is said
[in the Three Character Classic], ‘From the Spring and Autumn Period to
the Warring States Period, were five strong feudal lords followed by seven
strong feudal states.” During that entire period, whoever had power, strong
troops, provisions (for the army), and fodder (for the horses), and was fierce
and skilled in fighting, would be the leader. During the Warring States Pe-
riod, Qin was the strongest of the seven feudal states—Qi, Chu, Yan, Han,
Zhao, Wei, and Qin—and always sent troops to attack other countries and
to seize their lands.

This time, Bai Qi fought the state of Zhao. Since all is fair in war, the
strategies were: you deceive and cheat me, and I will do the same to you.
Lands were invaded and conquered at the cost of people’s lives. Bai Qi
was not really defeated in the battle; he faked defeat and started to retreat.
Zhao'’s army chased after Bai Qi’s soldiers who led Zhao’s army into Bai Qi’s
trap. Bai Qi then cut off their food supply, so the [Three Character Classic]
says, “He cut off the Zhao food supply and trapped the Zhao army.” He
ambushed the Zhao army. The Qin army had waited for an opportunity
to battle with the Zhao army. When they arrayed themselves for battle, the
best archer of Qin shot and killed the chief commander of the Zhao army,
general Zhao Kuo. Seeing their leader killed, the army had no one to lead
them, so all 400,000 some soldiers surrendered to the Qin.

Little did people know that Bai Qi was so diabolic that he would bury
400,000 captives alive. Some accounts indicate it was 200,000, and some
say 400,000; in any event, it was not a small number. Everyone should
think about this. How cruel and inhuman it is to bury a person alive! That
person knew nothing about human rights, ethics, and conscience; basically
he was not human at all. Such a brutal act opposes the virtue of Heav-
en which cherishes life. It is said, “When two countries are at war, envoys
should not be harmed.” The troops had already surrendered. How could he
just bury them alive? He buried more than 400,000 living people.

The population wasn’t that big during the Warring States Period, yet he
alone buried 400,000 captives! He was totally inhumane and unkind for he
violated against Heaven’s virtue of cherishing life. Therefore, after he died,
he fell into the three evil paths. How did he die? His abundant military
exploit made him arrogant. He no longer obeyed the orders of the Emperor
of Qin, who then conferred upon him a fine sword to kill himself. After
committing suicide, Bai Qi plunged to the three evil paths.

$2To be continued
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