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At the mention of the practice of filial piety, some people may have the
thought, “I need to go home be filial to my parents.” However, if they
were to go home, they would likely forget about why they went there.
Why? Most people do not truly understand the meaning of being filial
to their parents.

Those of you who wish to be truly filial to your parents should
continue to investigate the teachings of Buddhism. By being here
investigating the Buddhadharma, you are being filial to your parents.
You need not return home to practice filial respect. It’s to be feared that
if you returned home you would forget to be filial! By investigating
the Buddhadharma here and becoming the best person in the world,
you will benefit the world. Benefiting the world is being filial to your
parents.

Therefore, filiality can be classified into four types: lesser, greater,
recent, and abiding. What is lesser filiality? It refers to being filial to
family members, including one’s parents. It falls short of “extending
the filiality for one’s elders to others’ elders”—of achieving vast and
great filiality.

What is vast and great filiality? It is the greater filiality that attends to
all under the sky, considering everyone’s parents as one’s own parents.
That is “extending filiality for one’s elders to others’ elders.” Its scope is
expansive and not narrow. Yet, this greater filiality falls short of being
true filiality. What is true filiality? True filiality is when you become a
Buddha; it is beyond the scope of the four types of filiality. It is genuine
and true filiality.

Take the example of Shakyamuni Buddha. Although his father
forbade him to venture forth into monastic life and locked him up in
the palace, he left the home life to practice. After six years of hardship
on Snow Mountain, he sat under the Bodhi tree and, upon seeing
a bright star in the night sky, became enlightened to the Path and
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attained Buddhahood. He practiced true filiality and that enabled
him to become a Buddha. He later ascended to the celestial palace to
explain the Dharma for his mother. Wouldn't you agree that that is
true filiality?

What is recent filiality? It is to pattern one’s filiality on contemporary
role models. Abiding filiality consists of emulating filial exemplars
throughout history; recent filiality is emulating filial individuals from
the contemporary age.

Recent filiality is comparable to lesser filiality, with some exceptions.
Abiding filiality is found in China’s twenty-four paragons of filiality.
They are models for all times. The august virtue they exemplified
endures through all ages.

One of China’s twenty-four paragons of filiality was Dongyong, also
known as Dong’an, a very filial person. One of his neighbors, Wangji,
was the richest man, while he himself was the poorest. Dong’an’s
mother, because of her son’s filial devotion, was well-nourished and
plump. Though advanced in years, she felt happy day and night. On
the other hand, Wangji’s mom was a wealthy woman who ate only the
finest delicacies—poultry, seafood, assorted meats—Dbut she was thin
as a rail. She was unhappy and worried all the time.

One day, when both sons were away, the thin mother inquired of
the plump mother, “Your family lives hand to mouth and cant put
anything good on the dinner table, yet you're all chubby and round.
How is it that you have become so plump in your old age?” Dong’an’s
mom said to the thin mother, “My son is very filial. He stays out of
trouble, behaves himself, and works hard at his job. I've got absolutely
no worries and I'm very happy. As the saying goes, when the heart is
carefree, the body becomes plump. 'm happy at heart, so I'm plump.”

She went on to ask the thin mom, “You live the good life with plenty
of good things to eat in your house. Why are you all skin and bones? Is
there something wrong with you?” The thin mom replied, “Well, yes,
I have money and eat excellent food, but my son is a roughneck. He is
in trouble with the law day in and day out. He’s either wanted by the
police for questioning, or the subject of a court warrant for his arrest.
I worry about him all the time. No matter how well I eat, I don't feel
happy. I'm stressed out. I grow thinner by the day because there’s no
way I can put on weight when I'm always worried.”

While the two mothers—one thin, one chubby—were chatting up
a storm about their sons—one filial, one disobedient, the disobedient
one returned and overheard their conversation. After the moms had
said their goodbyes and went home, Wangji went to Dong’an’s house
and roughed up the chubby mother. “You blabbermouth! Why did
you talk all that nonsense with my mother?” he yelled.

When Dong’an came home and saw his mother upset, he asked
why. She told him, “Wangji was here and beat me up. He accused me
of speaking ill of him.”

£ To be continued



