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' Celebrating a Meaningful Lunar New Year
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the Lunar New Year is the most important of

their traditional holidays, a time for replacing
the old with the new, giving thanks, and coming

together with family. Due to changes in society and

the decreasing importance of family relationships,
more people today seem to agree that the holiday
"feels less and less like 'New Year's."” Little do they know about the
profound connection between the Chinese Lunar New Year and
Confucian philosophy and ethics.

Making offerings to ancestors and spirits teaches people not to
forget their roots, to have gratitude and repay the kindness they have
been shown. The young people pay their respect to their elders and
wish them a Happy New Year, and the older people give red envelopes
to the younger ones, reaffirming the ethical concepts of respect for
elders and family reverence. The forms and rites of the New Year
may be simplified, but the gratitude, reunions, and welcoming the
new are cultural values that should not be easily forgotten.
Many middle-aged and elderly people are nostalgic for the
traditional, agrarian way of celebrating the New Year, with
its tight family cohesion and the reaffirming of the five
basic human relationships (ruler and subject, parent and
child, older and younger sibling, husband and wife, and

friend and friend). <= Continued on page 46
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"Benefiting others is the same as
benefitting ourselves, helping others
to succeed is the same as helping
ourselves." These are the wise words
of the Venerable Master Hua, which
are also the essence of the Mahayana
practice. During the New Year,
Buddhists come to the temple to bow
and pray for peace. In the ‘90s, the
Venerable Master instructed people to
put up decorations for the New Year
as an opportunity to compassionately
welcome and draw in people.

He also instructed the schools to
perform a ceremony to pay respect
to ancestors on New Years. This
teaches the students to be respectful
toward heaven, earth, the ruler, their
parents and teachers and to develop
the virtue of venerating one’s parents
and ancestors. Every New Year, the
Buddha Hall also holds a Dharma
assembly for reciting the Auspicious
Spiritual Mantra for Eradicating
Disasters.  Reciting the mantra
eliminates disasters for all people in
the world and for all to have good
fortune. We put forth our best effort
to recite for all mankind, so they may
avoid disasters and have good fortune.

The November 2010 special issue of
National Geographic magazine listed
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas as
one of the world's religious pilgrimage
sites. New visitors come every day.
The crowd is especially large on New
Year’s Day.

In recent years, the entire world
has become interested in China, and
Westerners are eager to learn about
Chinese culture, so to welcome the
arrival 0f 2011, we held a "Welcoming
the New Year with Dharma Joy"
celebration focused on bringing
Buddhism into daily life for those
new to Buddhism. The following are
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brief reports from the Developing Virtue Secondary School and Instilling
Goodness Elementary School, Boys and Girls Divisions, as well as the
community, on their activities for welcoming the New Year.

Paying Respect to Ancestors, Making Paper Lanterns —

New Year’s Activities at the Boys School

On February 3, 2011, the first day of the year on the lunar calendar,
teachers and students from the Boys School paid their gratitude and
respect to their ancestors in Daoyuan Hall and wished each other a
Happy New Year. At the end, the principal and vice-principal gave the
teachers and students red envelopes and wished them the best for the
New Year. Although the red envelopes only contained some symbolic
money for luck, they were filled with love and the best of wishes. The
students felt embraced by the CT'TB community and were encouraged
to be diligent in their studies to repay their teachers” kindness.

After the ceremony, the teachers and alumni led the students in various
entertaining and educational New Year’s activities. It lasted from morning
to noon, including lunchtime, and was nearly 7 hours long. Although
everyone was exhausted at the end, we knew that those moments had
brought us closer and will always be in our memories.

To raise money for last year’s earthquake in Haiti, students used red
envelopes to make paper lanterns, which were very popular. As Haiti
continues to need more help this year, the fifth and sixth graders re-
mobilized their lantern-making production and made even more beautiful
lanterns. The number of students increased from last year, so the "yield"
also increased. In addition to being sold at Jyun Kang restaurant, the
paper lanterns were "exported” to San Francisco, because more and more
people wanted to buy them. The lanterns were of a variety of styles and
sold out quickly. We raised over $1,900.

On behalf of the students who raised the money, a teacher took the
income from sales to the Red Cross, who forwarded it to Haiti. This
lantern-making activity was not only entertaining but also stimulated the
students” creativity and ingenuity and
developed their sense of compassion.
Most of all, it gave the students an
opportunity to learn team spirit and to
interact positively with each other.

Celebrating the New Year, Weaving
Baskets — New Year’s Activities at the
| Girls School

|| This year, in addition to paying
| respects to the Venerable Master and
the Patriarchs in the Patriarch Hall,
and going to the Tower of Blessings to
sing songs and wish the elderly nuns a
Happy New Year, on the second day
of New Year’s, the girls celebrated by

MarcH 2011 Vaira Bopui SEA 47

g*y*ﬁ’*



o DRIARMA REALM NEWS

73
A
%

B2 ERE Y - 3 E S —(E/] v
HTTED ~ BHEREVNYLE > [HERE
% SRR N RRHRER

AR - RiTE - MLBHERARE CHY
SR —EREHRY  BEEREE
HY o AR A A AR — 4 > K
% AT DAL TR BR AN S5 S 24T -

FEFo o FRIE - 2FL
—RE RN A

BT - 5 B/ANEAEEN 0 1E

N = R AR E R O IR A B HE

VEEMERE ) gEmERGTEIRT
HE SR AE - BF 2B DR
BB BB HEARZHEEIIRET -
M - AR EBESPEESHER
V& - SR LSS S AT 4RaR! - AR
Kk~ FAE - BERALEAE Y o R
MRSz TEF B TS BUERA -

BT HASE ~ HERHIARESD - REE T Ry
GHL -~ eSS - FRER =
HERETE " =% 2T AR
9 R S RS - o ERE
Fdh > It FiE T =2, 288 DL
FiG ~ BE - B OIRAREE 2 BB R -

FAEH &

YGRS S A e | N AYRERER
R E LA 2 oy - 5 T8I o (FAFhe
ABRBEA ST B O BESERINES » &
ABREE o ERAGREH o LR EY R RE LD E
THERY

RS

WrENHE o HERES D EEAR
FEZ ANEZEES > WTEHHEER
TR —FE Y B IREAFF S A AT &
5k o BERE R EAAEE) 0 N
B~ KEEE ~PEAAN-EHAEAN  -E5E
£ fgEEENHEERF o TEER
B BRENE o ¥ —FEMEETE
P LR o

B4

B AB—A)GE ~ — B > RN R
FERLONY T - BEANEE T L ARESE
ARk R —EERTRTL 0 SRR
FTEERRZERER o JFEIROET T 2R

48 =E=mMERE —O——5F=A

playing some meaningful New Year’s games. These outdoor games were
done in different stations through which groups of students rotated,
giving everyone a sense of joy of the Lunar New Year.

After the stations, the girls moved on to basket weaving. The process
and the final product from this activity proved to be quite meaningful.
Three volunteers taught the girls how to make the baskets, which will
be sold with the proceeds going to charity. The students’ basket weaving
skills were limited, but their wish to spread love and care was boundless.
Although the baskets were a small gesture of care, it is hoped that they
will convey warm feelings to those receiving them.

During this activity, the students felt that the weaving of baskets was
very much like striving to achieve their dreams, for both required them
to work patiently, step by step. In this New Year, we hope that everyone
will work together to live in harmony with Mother Earth.

Harmony, Vigor, and Purification of the Heart —

A Special Exhibit on “Welcoming the New Year with Dharma Joy”
In addition to the activities at the schools, a special exhibit on “Welcoming
the New Year with Dharma Joy” was held at the Exhibition Room at the
administration office. The Exhibition Room displays different aspects
of Chinese culture. The various displays were the result of painstaking
planning and design.

The calm and harmonious atmosphere of the exhibit allowed people to
feel the spirit of celebrating the Chinese New Year. The asymmetrically
arranged bamboo display, rocks, Cymbidium orchids, chrysanthemum,
poinsettia and other plants contribute to the peaceful and pure ambience.

In addition to bright and elegant layout, the exhibition is divided into
three areas: Open a Book, Open a Line (by taking up a brush), and Open
the Mind-Eye for Bodhi. These three instances of “Openfif]” represent a
common Chinese New Year greeting and signify the beginning of good
fortune. Borrowing the concept from the Chinese idiom of “The Trigram
of Three Unbroken Lines (from the Y7jing) Brings Peace and Prosperity,”
we render this into “Open a Book, Open a Line, and Open the Mind-
Eye” here to take on the new meaning of turning on the mind-lamp and
let the wisdom-light shine.

Open a Book for Insight

The exhibit contains the various sutras and the Master’s talks. Guests
are welcome to respectfully open and read them. Often, the first words
one sees are the answer to one’s spiritual doubts or questions. When one
reads them, suddenly the question in one’s heart disappears like a wisp of
smoke or a cloud into air.

Auspicious First Stroke

The New Year brings new hope, and the writing of the first stroke
on New Year’s Day used to be an important ceremony for the Chinese
emperors and literati. On the first day of the New Year, they wrote
their expectations, resolutions, or auspicious messages. This is the most
popular activity in the exhibition, and people both young and old, Asian
or Western, with and without experience with Chinese calligraphy, all
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enjoyed it immensely. “With the first stroke, we
send off the old year; and within little drops of ink
the meaning of New Year is seen,” we hope that
the New Year brings new ideas and the fulfillment
of our wishes.

Nurture the Bodhi Heart

The Master's words and talks are all wonderful
teachings for nurturing the Bodhi heart. His
teachings were displayed on the walls of the
exhibition room, so that visitors who enter the
room can feel the kindness and peace of the Proper
Dharma. The restless heart becomes quiet and
the self-nature slowly starts to see, illustrating
the words of the Master which hang on the wall,
“When the wild mind is stilled, just that is Bodhi
(awakening).” Those visitors in the New Year who
come to the jeweled mountain need not return with
empty hands — the Master’s words allow everyone
to bring Dharma treasures home with them.

The various auspicious events at the beginning
of this New Year left everyone with a joyful and
peaceful countenance. In addition to experiencing
the cultural elements of Chinese New Year, we
hope that everyone has nourished his or her body
and mind with the Dharma in order to benefit
all beings. In the New Year, the great assembly at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas hopes that
with the three karmas of the body, mouth, and
mind purified, all beings will obtain benefits. May
everyone do good deeds, make good vows, read
good books, speak good words, and become good
people. We welcome the New Year with joy, purify
our hearts and minds, and hope that everyone will
have success and peace every day.
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