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DEHARMA REALM NEWS

Praying for Blessings
at the Lotus Land
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q t the end of year 2010, to celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the

epublic of China, the Hualien municipal government organized
a special event — Praying for blessings from all religious groups from
Hualien. This event incorporated religious groups such as Buddhist,
Taoist, Christian, Catholic, and aboriginal tribal ancestor worshippers,
with the sincere intention to promote a culture based on kindness and
to collectively pray for peace, prosperity, and mild weather. At the same
time, it aimed to promote respect and tolerance among different religious
groups. On the morning of December 26, the Dharma Masters along
with volunteers attended the opening ceremony. Amitabha Monastery,
which is located at Shoufeng Town of Hualien County, also organized a
three-day Amitabha Session from December 26 to 28.

At this event, a float parade went around the entire county. The floats
were scheduled to reach Shoufeng Town on December 29. Continuing
the Dharma bliss from the Amitabha Session, the Dharma Masters and
volunteers participated in the parade. On that day before 8:00 a.m., we
started our journey to the gathering at Koi fish pond. Our three cars
displayed the red-blue striped flags of Amitabha Monastery. The cars
drove through the green hills, bringing a different vibe to their silence.
The people of Shoufeng are down-to-earth and the population is small.
However, the people are comprised of many different tribes — Minnan,
Hakka, aboriginal and people from other provinces. The majority of the
people are Taoist; the aboriginal people are either Catholic or Taoist.
Therefore the Taoist entourage was by far the largest. The Buddhist
representatives were from Amitabha Monastery and another temple. It
is fortunate that we took part in the activity to increase the exposure of
Buddhism.

The sound of Amitabha Buddha’s name recitation from the cars
accompanied us as we went to all corners of Shoufeng. The crowds
gathered along the road--some were holding incense, some prepared the
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incense altar, and some put their palms together. With utmost respect
and joy, they welcomed the parade. When the floats arrived at the
foot hills of Amitabha Monastery, the Dharma Masters and volunteers
were waiting by the road. They were waving the red and blue flags of
Amitabha Monastery and chanting the name of Amitabha Buddha. The
group was adorned, filled with Dharma bliss, and orderly. They attracted
the attention of the news crew from poja.com.tw who stopped to film
them. When the cars from the parade passed by, the crowd responded
enthusiastically by chanting Amitabha Buddha’s name.

After the tour, around 10:00 a.m. when everyone was resting in front
of the Shoufeng administration building, the Dharma Master along with
the volunteers took the opportunity to create Dharma affinities with
the participants. They gave out copies of recipe books and books with
commentaries from Venerable Master to representatives from all religious
groups, encouraging everyone to adopt a vegetarian diet. The people
flipped through the recipe books with smiles on their faces and praised
the volunteers for being compassionate. The positive responses gave us a
great boost. Some people later heard about the recipe books and asked for
copies. The recipe books were great bridges to reach the public.

Hualien has good mountains, good water, and good scenery. Along
the way, the nurturing of Buddhadharma made it even more serene. On
October 20, 1988, the Venerable Master Hua came to this piece of land
and said: “I came to Taiwan many times, but this is my first time coming
to Hualien. Hualien is also Lienhua (lotus flower). The land of lotus
flowers is also the land of Buddhas, the land of Bodhisattvas, the land
of Hearers and the land of Sages Enlightened to Conditions. Living on
this piece of land, we should consider ourselves as having affinities with
the Buddha. Whether or not one believes in the Buddha, one and all are
equally blessed by the Buddha’s light. We can turn this land into the Land
of Ultimate Bliss; turn it into a serene and peaceful land.”

This is the first time that Amitabha Monastery has participated in
a local religious event. We sincerely hope we have spread the seeds of
Buddhadharma through this event and await Hualien’s transformation
into the Pure Land of Ultimate Bliss. Everyone will have limitless light
and a limitless life span. Wouldnt this be a true “Shoufeng” (Rich and
Long Life)? Amitabha!




