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Bloom and Shine from California out
Across the Land: 2010 Amitabha Session at CTTB

RIREFHEZEDN
—2010FEEHE H T HRE

44838 & 4 Compiled by the Editorial Staff

On December 18, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was enveloped

in an atmosphere of vibrant energy in the spirit of cultivation. After -

the evening ceremony, Bhikshus Jin Chan and Jin Yong began with a talk
on the Amitabha Session, which was then followed by the ceremony for
Purifying Boundaries. The celebration for Amitabha Buddha’s birthday was

held the next day, and although it was cold and rainy, the people’s sincerity

was not to be abated. In their eyes, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is*

the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

Slightly more people attended this year’s than last year’s session, and the
Buddha Hall was packed. It was wonderful to see people of all ages together:
the elderly, the middle-aged, and the young. Laypersons came all the way
from France and Canada. One was Lee Zae Min, a 17-year old Korean,
originally born in New Zealand. He goes to college in the U.S. and chose
to spend his winter break here attending the Amitabha Session. While in

e

New Zealand, he already knew of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and —_,

the Venerable Master Hua, and a Dharma Master encouraged him to come
to the City to practice.

In general, westerners like to meditate, but the number of westerners

h - 2 -
during the session has clearly increased. Several young westerners complete
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most of it. David Rounds and John Scroggs, both close and longstanding
disciples of the Venerable Master for over 40 years, also participated in this
session. Mr. Scroggs recalls that the last time he attended the session was
in 1985—that’s 25 years ago. Both vigorously participated in the session,
perhaps revealing how the causes and conditions of the Pure Land Dharma
Door in the west have become more mature.

The Amitabha Session concluded on the 25th. Many laypeople went on
the stage in the Buddha Hall to share their insights and reflections from the
session. They seemed quite excited and expressed their joy and gratitude
for the Dharma. They gave a wonderful testimony to the 2010 Amitabha
Session. Audio and written transcripts of these reports, along with other
talks given by Dharma Masters during this session, are available, for those
who are interested, at the City’s Chinese webpage www.cttbchinese.org.
Excerpts are given below.

Bhikshu Jin Yan: Today happens to be Christmas, the 25th day of
December. It is also the completion of our Amitabha Session. Usually on
the final day, we share our insights and personal experiences and sum up
what we gained and what we didn’t do well in the sessions. We reflect upon
our success or failure. We share our joy and also our sufferings and the
bitterness we have gone through. This year in particular we have many
people who have some gongfu (skill) in their practice. We call these people
“lotus friends” in the practice of the Pure Land. Tonight is the night to bring
forth the stories or experiences to inspire and encourage people who will be
practicing in the future.

Jae Min Lee: I'm 17 years old and a student in the United States. I live
in New Zealand as a Korean immigrant. I had the great fortune to be part
of this Dharma assembly and to participate in the Amitabha recitation.
The first cause will be the kindness of my parents. Not only did they give
me this body but they also raised me well and gave me very strong Dharma
connections. Due to my parents’ kindness I was able to take refuge and the
five precepts when I was three years old.

When I was in New Zealand, a Dharma Master had visited the City and
regarded it as truly a place she wished to practice. Now that I am here, 1
have learned mainly one thing: I'm a very bad practitioner. I slept during
the sitting recitation, and my mind was full of random thoughts during
walking recitation. This experience has shown me how much idle thinking
I really had in my mind because back home there wasn’t any place and
opportunity to practice this intensively. I was never aware of how large the
problem was. I am very glad to have had this experience in learning and
wish I could stay longer to cultivate some more.

Chen Li Jun: 'm from Minnesota where there is ice and snow everywhere.
With this great opportunity to participate in the Amitabha session at CT'TB
and to gather together with all wholesome people, I would like to thank the
Venerable Master, the leadership of the Dharma Masters, the cantors, the
kitchen staff, and fellow cultivators. I also appreciate the sound system in
the Buddha Hall. It probably is the best sound system in the whole world.

Why did I come here to attend the Amitabha Session and recite the
Buddha’s name? I would have to trace back thirty-some years ago. When

A
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I was at the Lotus Society of Taichung, I had the blessing to listen to the
commentary on Avatamsaka Sutra by the elder layman Bing-nan Li. Upon
hearing that Venerable Master Hua’s American disciples were practicing
“three steps, one bow” in California, in the United States, I was inclined to
come for a visit.

I was extremely happy to fulfill my wish by completing this Amitabha
Session today, and I would like to encourage everybody to attend the full
seven-day session. Why? It’s because you are paying debts for the first five
days and you can only leave suffering and obtain bliss for the last two days.

When I first arrived at CTTB, I suddenly couldn’t walk. Originally, 1
couldn’t move around much [Editor’s note: Laymen Chen had difficulty
walking], and it was becoming ‘one step, one footprint.” I couldn’t move.
I heard that CTTB is an efficacious place to eradicate karmic obstacles. A
verse to prove it goes, ‘If one wants to know if you are healthy, you'll find
out when you get to CTTB. If you are not healthy, your karmic obstacles
are being eradicated. If you are healthy, you truly have great blessings.’

I used to dream of reciting the Buddha’s name every day; that would be
the happiest thing! I always recite out loud following the cantors during
the Amitabha Session, since it’s so enjoyable! When I couldn’t move, I sat
down to recite for the first five days, without standing up much. The last
two days, I finally got to circumambulate with everybody. Wow, I felt like
I was in the great Sea-Vast Lotus Pool Assembly. This sound system was
marvelous! Everybody was reciting the Buddha’s name all together. It was
like the Buddha’s name was filling up the whole empty space, and that made
me feel like I was in the Pure Land already. That explains, whoever recites the
Budhha’s name out loud is actually doing the Buddhas work with their bodies
and lives. They only seek rebirth in the West, so as to leave suffering and obtain
bliss.

I would like to share a minor experience: I would particularly recite ‘A’ out
loud when I recited 'Amitabha’ because I felt if I could recite ‘A’ out loud, I
could apply energy easily.

I had another thought yesterday when we were reciting, ‘Homage to
the Pure Sea-Vast Assembly of Bodhisattvas’ [Editor note: during the
great transference at night]: the ‘assembly’ (Chinese romanization zhong’)
should be the word for ‘planting’ (same Chinese romanization zhong’) as
in ‘planting’ lotus flowers. I heard that a Dharma Master here at CT'TB had
a vow to plant two hundred thousand trees. So I thought we should also
‘plant’ Bodhisattvas. Plant Bodhisattvas throughout the Sea-Vast Assembly
of the Lotus Pool, and let it be filled with blooming lotus flowers.

I had the incredible opportunity to recite the Buddhas name with
everybody here today. I hope everyone ‘can be reborn in the Pure Land
and realize non-production; and then return to the Saha World to rescue
sentient beings.” Amitabha!

Shenghua Fan: I am originally from Taiwan and currently live and work
in the Bay Area. This is the fifth time that I've come to CTTB to participate
in the Buddha Recitation Session. But the day before I was supposed to

leave for CTTB, I suddenly became sick and felt dizzy as if the sky and =

the earth were turning. I couldnt move my body at all. As soon as I could

qu
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move, | felt nauseous and then became totally immobile and stiff like a
zombie. I was bedridden in the same physical posture for a while. I thought
to myself, I can’t go to CTTB like this. I love bowing to the Buddhas. I
couldnt move at all let alone bow to the Buddhas. I was very depressed
because I had been waiting for the Buddha Recitation Session all year.
After the end of every Buddha Recitation Session, I would wait for the next
session by counting down the days. Every year, I anticipate the coming of
this particular session, but I wasnt going to make it. You can imagine how
sad I was!

I began to repent of my karmic obstacles and recollected that I never
appreciated my mother. She worked really hard to raise me, but I never felt
she took care of me. I thought she was fortunate to have me as a daughter.
What kind of daughter am I? An unfilial person is one with the least
blessings. I realized that my attitude toward my mother was very bad; I felt
ashamed and started weeping. I said to Amitabha Buddha, “I must go to
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Please help me!”

Miraculously right after saying this, I could move. Dharma friends here
probably can’t tell from the outer appearance that originally I was very ill.
Now I feel as healthy and energetic as a twenty-year-old both mentally and
physically. I feel really peaceful and am full of hope.

To conclude my talk, my experience is that one must practice honestly
step by step. One should never be greedy for speed or for enlightenment.
The same principle applies to the Buddha recitation method. We must
honestly recite the Buddhas name. We should never think, “Amitabha
Buddha! When will you manifest in front of me? When can I attain
samadhi?” We must let go of such thoughts and believe that Amitabha
Buddha has the awe-inspiring power to save us.

When we recite the Buddha’s name, it’s like we are saving money for
rebirth, penny by penny. When it is time, Amitabha Buddha will come
to guide us to the Pure Land. We shouldn’t think about attaining any state
or craving quick results. It is dangerous to have such thoughts or attitudes.

Sunny Feng: I'm from Liaoning Province in Northeast China and
currently residing in Texas where I am studying for an MBA. This is
my second time to visit CT'TB and my very first time to participate in a
spectacular Amitabha session. I got lots of responses and classified them
into two categories. First, I feel like I can still my thoughts so I can enjoy
the Dharma bliss from reciting the Buddha’s name. Second, I strongly
recognize that the purpose of studying the Buddhadharma is to end birth
and death.

When I was a teenager an auntie from the neighborhood gave Mom a
Great Compassion Mantra cassette. Mom played the cassette every single
day not knowing that the recitation would eventually move me to tears.
Later when I was in college, I recited the Great Compassion Mantra
forty-nine times before I studied. I had some corresponding responses,
like smelling a fragrance from the library to the dorm and dreaming of
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. I felt joy and peace, and believed there really
were Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.

I gradually believed in the principle behind the verse: Deeply enter the

A
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Sutra treasury and have wisdom like the sea. I started to recite various
Sutras, like Shurangama Sutra and Lotus Sutra. I had a distinguishing
mind when studying the Dharmas and scriptures. I probably had greed as
well, in that I had neglected the dharma-method of reciting the Buddha’s
name and also neglected to cultivate samadhi power. I always thought
that was something I wouldn’t do until I was old or retired.

I started working and realized that I didn’t have samadhi power. I would
strike up false thoughts when I recited the Buddha’s name and committed
lots of offenses. This time the CTTB Buddha Recitation session helped
me to attain the calmness necessary to recite the Buddha’s name and to
mediate. As for the affliction, I didn’t seem to feel it. I just felt peaceful.
At the beginning of the session, I was misled by the drowsy demon or
false thoughts after some recitations. I would pinch myself when'I was
sleepy, but I couldn’t apply strength because my hands were numb and I
was too sleepy. I reflected to myself that I should make good use of the
time here. I thought I should recite clearly and let myself hear my own
voice of recitation. Then I knew I wasn’t drawn afar by the drowsy demon
and gradually returned back to the alert conditions.

Second, I recognized that the purpose of reciting the Buddha's name
is to end birth and death. I had faith in the Buddhas and learned
Buddhadharmas, but had never thought of ending birth and death. I had
always thought it was too early to seek rebirth. If Amitabha had arrived,
it would have seemed there were still lots of things left undone - lots of
things that I couldn’t put down.

My father’s sudden passing had a great influence on me. Three years
ago my father passed away with terminal cancer. Father liked to go fishing
when he was alive. His tongue was all rotten when he was on the verge
of passing. It was strange when he was passing that everybody at home;,
including the relatives who cared for Father, all heard the recitation of
Amitabha Buddha which lasted for two or three weeks. I told my sisters
that it was his will for us to recite Amitabha for him. However, my sisters
cried out loud by the bedside at the crucial moment. They tried to save
my father after he had stopped breathing. My heart aches when I think
of that moment. The love from our beloved will always be interference
in our rebirth.

As a consequence of the influence of a friend in Dharma when I visited
CTTB in July, I started to recite Earth Store Sutra once every day and
transferred the merit and virtue to Father and all beings in the Dharma
Realm. In these few days, I have been helping out in the kitchen in the
morning and reciting Buddhas name in the afternoon with everybody,
in hopes of cultivating blessings and wisdom and increasing my Bodhi
resolve. Even though it’s really cold here in the wintertime and it’s also
been raining, it’s so warm and peaceful in the Buddha Hall. We all shared
the same mind when reciting Amitabha single-mindedly. Hope we won't
change our minds when we return to our work and our daily routine.
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s> To be continued




