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Different Aspects of Kindness
and Compassion (Continued)

18 E 620005127 11 A HALLF

A Dharma talk by Dharma Master Heng Sure at Longquan Monastery

in China on December 11, 2009

X —# 33 Translated into English by Wang Yidan

Guanshiyin Bodhisattva always appears in the sutras of Mahayana
Buddhism. The Universal Door Chapter in the Wonderfil Dharma Lotus
Flower Sutra, which we are familiar with, states: "If someone can be
liberated by a certain form, he appears in that form and teaches him the
Dharma." Moreover, the Suzra of the Vast, Great, Perfect, Unimpeded Great
Compassion Heart Dharani speaks of the Great Compassion Mantra. I
believe everyone has studied the Shurangama Sutra, which explains
Guanyin Bodhisattva's method of perfect penetration through the
hearing faculty. Moreover, Guanyin Bodhisattva also appears in the Flower

Adornment Sutra, as one

Bodhi Field E23ilan

of the fifty-three teachers
of the Youth Sudhana. In
Chapter 12 in the Earth
Store  Sutra, Guanyin
Bodhisattva
Earth Store Bodhisattva.

praises

He also appears in
the Heart Sutra. So
Guanyin  Bodhisattva
appears frequently and
commonly in
Mahayana sutras.

We are very familiar
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with “Namo Guanshiyin Bodhisattva" who hears the cries of beings
and rescues them from suffering. He rescues beings from the seven
difficulties, which includes rakshasa ghosts, legal trouble, epidemics and
so on. He neutralizes the three poisons of greed, hatred and delusion.
And he responds to two types of wishes - for a son or a daughter. He
possesses fourteen kinds of fearlessness, speaks Dharma in nineteen
ways, and has thirty-two response bodies. These are all part of Guanyin
Bodhisattva's great vow to listen to the cries of the world and rescue
beings from suffering.

I would like to share the story of a bearded westerner, Guo Le Powers.
He is one of our Dharma friends. He took the refuge with the Three
Treasures and became a disciple of Master Hsuan Hua back in 1973. He
and I worked together to found a Buddhist practice center in Berkeley.
Once we followed Master Hua to propagate Dharma in Hong Kong,
Malaysia, and Indonesia. When the trip was almost finished, Guo Le
asked the Master, “Shifu, Shifu, I want to leave the group early."

The Master asked, "Why?"

Guo Le: “Because I want to go mountain climbing in the Himalayas,
and we are already in Malaysia. If I stay with the group, it may snow in
the mountains, and then I cannot climb. Therefore I need to go right away."

All the disciples looked at Shifu and waited for his reply.

Master: " Guo Le, can you wait a while? Don't be impatient. "

Guo Le: "Shifu, now is the best time to go. It may start snowing if I
wait, and then I would lose this chance.”

Master:" You'd better wait a while. It doesn't matter if you wait for
another day or two."

Guo Le: "Shifu, I must go now."

Master:" Guo Le, if I guarantee that it will not snow, can you wait a
few more days?"

We told him on the side,“Obviously, Shifu is telling you not to go!”

Guo Le: "Shifu, I still want to go!"

Master (sighs): “If you must leave, you have to be careful about who
you take as a companion. Do not forget to recite the holy name of
Guanyin Bodhisattva!”

Our Dharma friends remarked, “This person is really stubborn and
difficult to teach!”

So he left. As we were preparing to return to the United States,
we suddenly received a call from Gold Mountain Monastery in San
Francisco: “Do you know what happened to Guo Le? He is having an
operation in the hospital at Stanford University right now. He tumbled
down from the mountain top. He somersaulted and broke his bones.”
We hastened back to the U.S. We went to see him and asked him what
had happened. He said, “I should have listened to Shifu. I really regret
that I didn't."

When he climbed the mountain, a park ranger at the base of the
mountain said, “You cannot climb alone. You must wait for another
person. It will be better because two people can look after each other.”
Guo Le asked who another person was. The ranger pointed and said,
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“That person, over there.” The person had a dark face and did not give
Guo Le a good feeling, but at that time he was the only choice. Guo
Le thought: I must go up! So they started to climb the mountain. The
second day, it snowed, but they had already climbed to an elevation
of several thousand feet. That evening Guo Le left the tent to relieve
himself. He was unsure whether he slipped or someone pushed him, but
he somersaulted in the air for a while and then hit a rock ledge. Half
the bones in his body were broken, and his body was smashed. If not
for the narrow rock ledge, he could have continued to somersault down
the mountain. His body was in unspeakable pain and freezing cold. His
first thought was to recite "Namo Guan Shi Yin Pu Sa." Before he got
the syllables “Pu Sa" ['Bodhisattva'] out, he suddenly felt as if he were in
palm of someone's hand.

The pain was so excruciating that his consciousness left his body
and then looked down on his bleeding body. At that time Guanyin
Bodhisattva gave him a Dharma talk and said: “Look at yourselfl Will
you be obedient from now on?” Although he was in tremendous pain,
he had enough awareness to reply, “I never thought Guanyin Bodhisattva
would really come to save my life!” Guanyin Bodhisattva said, “Observe
the pain. Does it come from the body or from the mind? If your pain
comes from the body, then your mind has already left your body! Now
do you still feel the pain? There's no pain anymore, right? Did the mind
suffer or did the body suffer? This is worth investigating.” It was possibly
the second night when he heard a honking sound. It was the helicopter
of the Nepalese Air force which was searching for him. The ranger who
stayed in the ranger station saw that he had not yet returned, and he
reported to security to send out a search party. Then sent him to the
hospital where he had surgery; several dozen bones needed to be put back
together.

He was originally very stubborn and difficult to teach, but after
being instructed by Guanyin Bodhisattva, he said: “I need to practice
the Path!”Therefore, we know Guanyin Bodhisattva is truly kind and
compassionate; he will use his thousand hands to save people's lives.
Thus, Guanyin Bodhisattva gained one more American disciple, which
was Guo Le.

Reciting the holy name “Namo Guanshiyin Bodhisattva” is a common
way of reaching Guanyin Bodhisattva who “hears the cries and rescues
beings from suffering, and who fulfills every wish.” I personally enjoy
reciting the Great Compassion Mantra and attending the Great
Compassion Repentance. I believe everybody has attended the Great
Compassion Repentance before. In the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
we practice the Great Compassion Repentance in the Buddha Hall after
lunch every day. People who sit in meditation can practice the method of
perfect penetration through the faculty of hearing by reversing the hearing
to listen to the inherent nature; this is the highest state of investigating
Chan. One can also practice the Forty-two Hands and Eyes, the dharma
of great compassion of Guanyin Bodhisattva. Many people also recite the

Universal Door Chapter. $5To be continued
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