N

any
ol

uley ewleyq YjelL ewseyq

RS ESE > ARAEdg
FEELBET - "F—EEU%@EE’E
BN AEEREISETE AN HAE
A EIEIE VAl 0 A TR 2R R
TN MRBMARIE AT
AUREIRE » WS FEMI B ~ BIRIE > 38
il A 2 A ] i
M2 BEEEEE -
F~ N HEHE
BB ——4 > 1
B4 B W
FE 0 WAERE A A g
W mEH I -

EEREAR T
I e N e
=4, cEME W
- B =40
Zi& 0 BEIER
fEAEar St E 4 T
=R BT R
NFE TS R 4 il
o WMTEBREHEEE > sEER
FEL o KEEHEHGS - HExEE
RAZEENAN » IR KESE - M
R IR Y o B ENERE
REW » EEEEIHR AT -

ERENRRIR » mERFEK

%Irn / L“ .

¥t % % #] Words of Encouragement for the New Year

MEAAECATEEL?
What Meaning Is There to a Muddiled Life?

—NN=ZEZA+HGRE E(E EABPRINE R
A talk given by the Venerable Master on February 10, 1983 at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
¥ TLz% Translated into English by Fo Zi

Time flies, and the year has gone by before we know it; the next year is approach-
ing. In the same way, people progress from birth to old age and death without
being aware of it. Birth, old age, sickness, and death come in quick succession
as we pass the years in muddled confusion. If we do not wake up to our own
birth and death, then, having been born muddled, we will also die muddled.
What meaning is there to this kind of life? Take a look! In every country and

family, every person is

v taking this well-worn

path of muddled birth
and death; we lead our
muddled lives in total
ignorance.

How does ignorance
come about? One un-
thought

three

enlightened
produces  the
subtle attributes: the
- attribute of karma, the
attribute of manifesta-
tion, and the attribute
of turning. The three
subtle attributes result
in all the various differences in our lives. Each individual finds himself in vari-
ous situations, and each has his own lot in life. Once we recognize what is
going on, we should make a great resolve to reach enlightenment and seek
wisdom and understanding. Since the Buddha has the greatest understanding
and wisdom, he is called the Greatly Enlightened One. If we want to stop be-
ing muddled and attain understanding, we must first do our best to get rid of
bad habits and faults, for only then can our wisdom shine forth.

The lunar new year is coming, and I hope everyone will make a great resolve

to seek enlightenment!
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