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Protecting the City
of the Dharma King: (continued)

A good disciple is not afraid of working.
No matter how much work there is, he would not flee.
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Excerpts from the lectures of the Venerable Master Hua during a
100-day Chan Session November 15, 1970 - April 11, 1971
L8 HigE  Translated into English by Liang Hong

Don’t Disturb Others When They Are Working (continued)
We moved to this new monastery where our neighbors have many
kids. Those who love kids have kids to play with every day. I'm one
who likes kids. No matter who brings them to me, I will give the
kids a hug. Why? Because I love kids. However, I want to tell you
something important. Though I love kids, I don't get close to them
when I'm in a new place. Why? I don’t know the family conditions
of these children. I don’t know their family background. Though
kids are very pure and innocent, I don’t know if their parents are.
If I get close to a child and by chance he eats something wrong or
he mistakes poison as candy and dies, his family members will ask,
“Who was with my kid today? It must be that person. He poisoned
my child!” This is my reason. Though they are lovely, don’t draw
close to the kids of your neighbors just yet. Wait until after you
know the child’s family background better, then you can play with
him. T like kids a lot, but I'm also concerned about the potential
trouble they may bring. If the child loses something, his parents
may say, “Today someone was with my child. Or, my child had
with him a diamond worth 50,000 dollars. And now the diamond
is lost. So and so was with my kid today. I must find this person.”
That’s why you can’t get close to kids so quickly. In addition, there’s
a saying: “There’s no good man at the foot of Magic Mountain.”
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The majority of people at the foot of Magic Mountain are not so
good. I can’t say that those who come to the monastery are bad, but
I’'m not sure whether they are good or not just yet. Therefore, it is
better that we don’t get close to the kids that often. When nothing
bad happens in the future, then you may play with the kids.

A second point is that accidents can happen any time when we
are working. Many things here easily catch fire. Kids don’t know
that and may just light a fire. They may fall down the stairs because
they are not careful. We must be cautious with everything we do!
Whether you are a worker from outside or staff in the monastery,
don’t draw close to kids while working no matter how lovely they
are. If a kid draws near you while you are working, you may ask
him to leave because it's dangerous. You may say: “You are overly
worried. There cant be such things happening at all.” I ask you if
something does happen, what will you do? We should prevent ac-
cidents, so there will be none. If you don’t take preventive measures,
accidents may easily occur. Everyone should pay special attention to
these two points!

The third point is that we work here every day and people from
outside come here to help with our work. Whoever works gains
merit and virtue. However, it is important to remember that you
shouldn’t disturb others when they are working. For example, I may
be someone from the outside who comes here and does nothing.
Not only do I not work, but I chat with others who are working -
chatting so much that they can’t work anymore. This is not permis-
sible because people are here to work. You may take up light work,
heavy work or any work according to your ability. Now we are in
the period of constructing the monastery and everyone who comes
here gets a share of the work. No matter who you are or what work
you are doing, I welcome you, as long as you do not disrupt other
workers. Don’t disrupt the work of others. That is essential.

$>To be continued
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