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The First Patriarch Venerable
Mahakashyapa

TN EA#EAIIS3EI0A15H
Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on October 15, 1983
Fl R 4= 3&£3% Translated into English by Winne Chou

Essay:

The Venerable One was a native of the country of Magadha and was
born into a Brahman family. His complexion was the color of gold.
Upon seeing the Buddha, he left the home life with the intention of sav-
ing all beings. The Buddha declared him foremost in the assembly. One
day the Buddha, in the assembly on Magic Mountain, picked up a gold-
en utpala bloom and showed it to the assembly. At the time the great
assembly was silent, except for the Venerable One, whose countenance
broke into a smile. The Buddha said, “The Proper Dharma Eye Trea-
sury which I possess, the wonderful mind of nirvana, of real mark with
no mark, the subtle and wonderful Dharma teaching, which establishes
no texts and is a special transmission outside the teachings, I entrust
to Mahakashyapa.” He also passed down to him the samghati robe of
gold thread, saying, “Pass this on to the future Buddha Maitreya.” The
Venerable One bowed and replied, “I shall revere the Buddha’s instruc-
tions.” Afterwards the Venerable One transmitted the Dharma to Anan-
da and then, taking the samghati, he went to Chicken Foot Mountain
and entered samadhi to wait for Maitreya to be born.

Commentary:

The Venerable One here refers to Mahakashyapa. Maha means great.
He is the Venerable Great Kashyapa, and he is still alive at present. He is
in samadhi inside Chicken Foot Mountain at Yunnan Province in China,
waiting for Maitreya Buddha to be born and to realize Buddhahood. Then
he will pass on the gold threaded samghati robe to him. Since this robe is
transmitted from one Buddha to the next Buddha, he is waiting for Mai-
treya Buddha’s birth in this world. It has been two or three thousand years
now and he is still in samadhi inside Chicken Foot Mountain!

He was originally a native of the country of Magadha and was born
into a Brahman family. Magadha was the name of a country in ancient
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India. The Venerable One was a native of that place and he was born in a
Brahman clan. India has four castes, and the Brahman caste is one of them.
It is a noble caste.

His complexion was the color of gold. The Venerable One had a bright
light around his body. This light surpassed and covered up all other lights,
as though it could consume all lights by swallowing or drinking them.
Whether it was the light from a lamp, or sunlight, moonlight, starlight,
etc., once it met up with Mahakashyapa’s light, it failed to shine! Hence he
was called the ‘Drinker of Light.” How did he get this kind of light?

In the past, after Vipasyin Buddha entered nirvana, there was a ruined
temple. Not only was this temple dilapidated, its pagoda had also fallen
over. The Buddha image was left exposed to the elements of the wind and
rain. At that time, a poor woman saw this situation and was very distressed.
Therefore, she resolved to build a temple for the Buddha image and gild the
image with gold. Although she had brought forth this vow, she was in des-
titution. So, she set out to various places to beg for food and money to buy
the gold. More than ten years had passed and she finally saved enough gold
to renovate the temple and the Buddha image. Then she went to commis-
sion a goldsmith to gild the Buddha image. The goldsmith was drawn by
the absolute sincerity of this woman and fell in love with her. He resolved
to gild the Buddha image for free. When the job was done, the goldsmith
asked the woman to marry him. Both vowed to become husband and wife
in life after life, to cultivate together, took refuge with the Triple Jewel, and
became monastics to realize the Way.

Venerable Mahakashyapa was that goldsmith in a past life. He was a poor
man at the time, yet he still resolved to gild the Buddha image. His wife
later became a nun — Bhikshuni Purple Golden Light. In life after life, both
of their bodies continue to possess this golden light.

Upon seeing the Buddha, he left the home life with the intention of
saving all beings. When Shakyamuni Buddha appeared in this world, Ven-
erable Kashyapa was still an old practitioner of a non-Buddhist path with
many disciples practicing under him. After he met the Buddha, he felt he
was outmatched. Although he was already more than 120 years old at the
time, he still bowed to the Buddha as his teacher. He followed the Buddha
into the monastic life with the intention of teaching and transforming all
beings.

The Buddha declared him foremost in the assembly. Among the dis-
ciples in the great assembly, the Buddha declared that Mahakashyapa was
his first great disciple. One day the Buddha, in the assembly on Magic
Mountain, picked up a golden uzpala bloom and showed it to the as-
sembly. One day in Magic Vulture Mountain, the Buddha held up a golden
utpala flower and showed it to the assembly.

At the time the great assembly was silent. At that time, no one knew
what was going on. All were speechless and silent. They had nothing to say.
Except for the Venerable One, whose countenance broke into a smile:
Only Venerable Kashyapa smiled. Originally his countenance was very seri-
ous. However, he broke into a smile at that time.

$07To be continued
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