The Honoring Elders Day
of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association 2010:

Heartwarming lllustrations of the
Great World of Universal Harmony
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On September 7, 1991, during the Earth Store
Bodhisattva Dharma Assembly, the Venerable /.
Master instructed, “Don’t worry that the elders %
will be neglected. The older a person is, the
more I am interested in taking care of him.” 1%
The Venerable Master specifically requested the
kitchen staff to pay special attention to elders’ ?&
needs and make sure the foods were prepared %@
with the appropriate sensitivity. LT

On December 20, 1992, Dharma Realm =
Buddhist Association (DRBA) conducted its first =
U.S. Honoring Elders Day gala in Los Angeles.
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The Venerable Master personally composed a ﬁy
couplet to express his congratulations to the %
elders: “We honor our elders and revere the e
worthy for their seniority and longevity. May Al
they perfect their blessings and wisdom.We learn
from the Buddhas and emulate the sages. May
the seniors” virtues be as lofty as their advanced

years.” <= Continued on page 49

# % 3% The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
o DN :



S

2 F Gold Buddha Monastery

—> Continued from inside of front cover

The Venerable Master’s virtuous influences and blessings
remain unchanged and continue to benefit this world even
after he entered nirvana in 1995. Every autumn, all the
DRBA branches hold their annual celebration of Honoring
Elders Day. The behind-the-scenes preparations may begin
two to three months prior to the actual date and involve
considerable manpower and material resources. As a result,
on the day of the celebration, beyond the delicious vegetarian
banquet, elders can enjoy creative entertainment programs
including dragon dance, Chinese orchestra, Taiko, ethnic
dances, plays, and instrumental performances. Additionally,
interactive activities such as engaging talk shows that cover
topics from ancient history to modern affairs, serving tea to
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the elders, and massaging the elders’ backs have also been part of
the festivities, all of which serve to express respect and caring to
the elders. During the celebration, one can see joy in each person’s
face, young or old... a vivid heartwarming illustration of what a
great world of universal harmony feels like!

It is the Venerable Master’s compassionate wish to transform
human beings by bringing the fine Chinese tradition of respecting
elders to the West, inspiring the young and the strong to embrace
the act of respecting the old and to be models of filial respect. This
year’s Honoring Elders Day celebration may have passed, but I,
as the Venerable Master’s disciple, shall not forget the Venerable
Master’s teachings. I shall do my best to base my every move and
action on filial respect. May all human be}ngs remember to be filial
and help all elders to live in peace and happiness,_ free from worry.
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