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DEHARMA REALM NEWS

Let’s Get Together to

Plant Bodhi Seeds:
Assembly of Purification

and Liberating
Living Beings
at Amitabha Monastery

It had been raining for days but it couldnt dampen the enthusiasm of
laypeople from all over Taiwan. We assembled at Amitabha Monastery at
Shoufeng in Hualian, Taiwan, to attend the assembly of purification for the
newly purchased land next to the monastery. The travel to the property had
been lengthy but we were excited that finally we owned a property situated
in the mountainous area. Although the site was not yet under construction,
we were eager to be there for cultivation and to contribute our skills and
talents.

After arriving at Amitabha Monastery, we downed our delicious lunch
and then rushed to the new property, not wanting to delay the schedule
and especially not to make the birds wait in their cages for liberation, not
for even one minute longer. The assembly was led by Dharma Master
Heng Neng of Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery in Kaohsiung. The birds
calmed down gradually after we started reciting. The Dharma Master held
the refuge ceremony and sprinkled sweet dew on the birds. Miraculously
all the birds in more than ten cages hushed, became quiet and still. The
doors of the cages were opened to set them free and they flew out with a
slow steady speed. Almost all the birds perched themselves in the nearby
branches watching us complete the entire ceremony.

Dharma Master Yun shared how Amitabha Monastery came to be
established:

An elderly layperson, Mrs. Chou, donated the monastery to Venerable
Master Hua in 1991. Taking the name of the town, Shoufeng, which means
‘long life’ in Chinese, and the similar meaning of Amitabha,” defined as
‘limitless life span and boundless light,” Venerable Master Hua named the
new monastery ‘Amitabha Monastery.” The Master shaved the heads of 30
laywomen in Taiwan in 1993 and established the Proper Dharma Buddhist
Academy there. Many Buddhist nuns have practiced and cultivated in the
Amitabha Monastery since then.

When the conditions were ripe, our monastery purchased a large tract of
land to be used for spiritual practice in 2010, about a ten minute walk from
Amitabha Monastery. The previous owner, Mr. Tsai, was an architect. He
had been developing the property since 1992. It has had basic infrastructure,
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such as roads,
trees and other
flora, for some
20 years. It
seemed when
the Venerable
Master
decided to ser [
up Amitabha &
Monastery

at  Shoufeng, e
this area had
been reserved for its future expansion. There are huge rocks and tall trees
everywhere in this special place. Just as it takes the trees many years to grow so
tall, it takes many years for us to practice to our fullest potential. In general,
true practice is required; otherwise, it is a waste of any good place.

We divided into two sections for the purification ceremony, since the area
was so large, then sat down to listen to the lectures given by Dharma Masters.

Dharma Master Heng Neng: It is a rare occasion for so many laypeople
from northern, central, southern, and eastern Taiwan to have come together
here today. You are all inspired by the virtue of Venerable Master Hua. The
Venerable Master has a great vow—if we don’t become Buddhas, he doesn't
want to become one. Therefore, we should not disappoint him or keep him
waiting too long. We should be very cautious in our cultivation and not to
walk down the wrong road. It is very difficult to return once we get lost.

Dharma Master Heng Chiang: With the blessings of the Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas, and the Venerable Master, we have acquired the right time,
right place, and the right people. It rained for several days, yet it stopped this
morning. The weather is pretty comfortable, neither cold nor hot. We had the
right conditions to successfully obtain this land. Your attendance symbolizes
the cohesion of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. Shakyamuni Buddha
was enlightened under the bodhi tree. A small bodhi seed has the potential to
become a big tall tree. Our practice is also like this. We plant bodhi seeds here
today and expect that we will attract more and more people to this wonderful place.

Dharma Master Yun: It is very rare and significant to have the opportunity
to build a monastery. We need plenty of vows and strength to accomplish this
great event. Keep reciting and transferring merit--this is how laypeople can
support the monastery. Remember, we must faithfully observe the traditions
given by the Venerable Master Hua. I hope all of you who are still living
will make every effort to practice, while those who have passed on will be
released from all pains and gain joy. Thus, both the living and the deceased are
blessed. Everyone has to take full advantage of this area for spiritual practice
and benefit many more beings.

Itis so true thatitis hard to obtain human bodies and to hear Buddhadharma.
We have to treasure the blessings of being human and being able to encounter
the proper Dharma. Let us commit ourselves to becoming protectors of the
monastery and practice vigorously so that we may make the best use of these
special blessings.



