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Greed,
Anger and Delusion

into ‘Precepts,
Samadhi and Wisdom
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Translated into English by Chee, Siew Yee

I am Heng Jai and very happy to create Dharma affinities with everyone
here. We have been reciting Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s name. Guan
Shi Yin Bodhisattva has deep vows to liberate living beings from their
three poisons. These vows correspond with the living beings' potentials
because the living beings' three poisons are very heavy. We hope the
Bodhisattva’s vows will help us get rid of our three poisons.

The sutras teach us to always respectfully recite the Bodhisattva’s
name. By doing so, if we have a lot of greed, we would leave greed
behind; if we have a lot of anger, we would leave anger behind; if we
have a lot of delusion, we would leave delusion behind. This is the
strength of Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s cultivation and vows — his
ability to cultivate the power of the samadhi of coolness. When we
recite Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s name, we will also sense this coolness
and peace, and temporarily forget all the afflictions of the world.

Although the Bodhisattva gives us strength, we still need to rely on
the Bodhisattva’s power to turn the greed around ourselves. We could
draw on the greed (for the five desires) to be greedy for the recitation of
the Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s name. If we make use of every minute
and every second to recite Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s name, relying
on the Bodhisattva’s vast vows and our determination to leave greed
behind, then our effort to achieve the coolness of the mind will have
double effect. Over time, we will lessen our desires.

If we wish to get rid of our anger, we should realize that actually,
anger itself is strength; however, when applied wrongly it will become
a force that hurts others. When we turn this power towards ourselves,
we should apply it to propel us forward. It will be transformed into a
power of determination, a resolute power to guard us from being lax or
lazy, and a power to watch ourselves all the time. Eventually, our anger
will decrease.

If we wish to get rid of our delusion, we need to understand the
principles of the Buddha’s teachings. According to the Vajra Prajna
Sutra, “All conditioned dharmas are like dreams, illusions, bubbles,
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shadows, dew drops, and lightning flashes — contemplate them thus.”
We should realize all that we see are conditioned dharmas. Without
any doubt, understand they come from causes and conditions that rise
and fall. When we can clearly see conditioned worldly phenomena
for what they are, we will not chase after them. We will not scheme
or seek. We will remain unmoved toward material goods and toward
the discursive thoughts and confusion caused by external conditions.
Thus, we will be able to maintain our peace of mind.

Our conscious minds give rise to the view of self - which are things
we can actually view or see -- and consequently it gives rise to self-love,
self-hatred, self-delusion and self-conceit. It leads to a case of mistaken
identity, thinking this physical body is the true self. We then place this
self in the center of everything and we do all in our power to protect it
and benefit from it. This behavior creates a standoff with our external
conditions and competes with them. All that we do is actually upside
down. We wish to seek happiness but this seecking ends up becoming
the cause for sufferings.

Once there was a man named Li Min Guo Gong [Min Gong]. He
was traveling and caught a ride on a ferry. He met someone who was
having an argument with another person over the small amount of
money for the ferry fare. A Taoist cultivator saw them arguing and
interrupted saying, “Sigh! You cannot even keep your life, why argue
over petty matters?”

Sure enough, the other person accidentally tripped over some ropes
on the ferry, fell into the river, and drowned. When the ferry was about
to reach the opposite shore, the wind suddenly began to blow, causing
waves. The ferry was in danger. At this moment, the Taoist cultivator
murmured some words in prayer and eventually the wind died down.

Min Gong thanked the Taoist cultivator for saving his life. The
Taoist cultivator said to him, “You do not need to thank me. You are a
noble person. Even if you encounter danger, it will be dissolved; that is
why I saved you. Not everyone can be saved. Why then do you thank
me?” Upon hearing this, Min Gong said, “Oh! It seems the destiny of
a person is fixed. In that case, I should stick with my destiny and be at
peace with it.”

The Taoist cultivator said, “That is not for certain. Although we
have fixed destinies, they still depend on our actions. If you do not
understand the truth, you will be arrogant and alienate everyone else.
For example, Qing Kuai and Li Lin Pu, two high-ranking ministers,
had the destinies to become prime ministers. However, they did not do
a good job and killed people. They ended up creating a lot of offenses
for themselves.”

Therefore, we must do a good job and fulfill our responsibilities to
this world. We all have responsibilities to make this world a better
place. If we want to make the world a better place, we need to start
with ourselves. We should strive to become more complete by learning
from the Bodhisattva’s precepts, samadhi, and wisdom, and to have

kindness, compassion, joy, and equanimity. < Continued on page 31
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If we do not have these yet, we should work vigorously. If we
take the great self of our true Buddha nature as ‘self,” to take this
ultimate self as ‘self,” then what else is there to obtain? What
else is there to renounce? Therefore, we would use our external
conditions to train our minds.

We are very lucky to be here in the Buddha hall so do not
scheme or seek for external conditions. Every minute and every
second is very important. We are planting the seeds for future
fruition. From all the seeds we sow now, only the good seeds will
result in good fruition. By reciting the Bodhisattva’s name, we
should not allow our discursive thoughts to have an opportunity
to overcome us.
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