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We Wish You'll Leap Straight to Buddha’s Land
—~Remembering Bhikshuni Heng Ren Shr
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Married and with a child at the age of 16, she had experienced drastic changes
in her family, leaving her home alone with her one-year-old daughter and
traveling many miles by sea to Southeast Asia in search of her husband. She
lived through the harsh battles of World War II when Japan invaded many
Asian countries. The vicissitudes she endured throughout her entire life can
truthfully be described as toilsome, distressing, and arduous to the extreme. It
was not until 38 years ago when she saw her son, who used to be very defiant,
reciting the Universal Door Chapter on a daily basis, that her virtuous roots
planted in past lives began to ripen. Two years later, she followed her son’s
example and started to recite the Universal Door Chapter and pay respect to
Guanyin Bodhisattva.

She has a limited vocabulary and does not understand Mandarin fully.
Nevertheless, motivated by perseverance and kindness, she learned the Earth
Store Sutra word by word and memorized the Shurangama Mantra phrase
by phrase. Her spirit and determination in improving herself is something
that the younger generation can respect, admire, and learn from. In 1988,
DM Ren, at nearly 70 years of age, left the home-life under the Venerable
Master Hua. The Venerable Master’s wisdom and kindness made it possible
for even the elderly to leave the home-life and be ordained; this is something
rarely done in other monasteries around the world. This shows the Venerable
Master’s magnanimous heart and lofty virtues. I personally feel very happy
that DM Ren had this great opportunity to meet and follow the Venerable
Master on the spiritual Path.

On October 31 in the afternoon, Dharma Master Yan and [ went to visit
DM Ren. Although bedridden, she felt no pain but just a little tired. It
seemed like she was facing natural death from old age. We recited the Buddha
name for her, hoping to give her some support to follow Buddha’s guidance
to the Land of Ultimate Bliss. One Dharma Master asked us to give her some
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guidance, so we said to DM Ren, “Elder Dharma Master, this is the time for
you to let everything go and concentrate on reciting the Buddha’s name. You
have left the home-life for a long time and this is the moment that you have
always been waiting for. Recite the Buddha’s name, think of the Buddha, ask
the Buddha to guide you to the Land of Ultimate Bliss. Follow our lead and
concentrate on nothing else but reciting Buddha’s name.”

On the same day, the hospital staff called the Administration Office and
notified us that it would take approximately twelve days for DM Ren to pass
away. But two days later, the 93-year-old DM Ren completed her difficult
journey in the Saha world. We all felt very happy that she did not have to
endure much pain and that she passed away with so many people around her
reciting the Buddha’s name. This is certainly a result of blessings she sowed
in her past lives. Thus, the verse spoken at the cremation ceremony goes: “Let
go of the Saha World. Attain great freedom and ease. Be reborn in the Land
of Ultimate Bliss. Return to the Saha by the power of vows to save beings.”

Five or six years ago, the Abbot earnestly told me twice to bring my mother
to the City of Thousand Buddhas to live. I was happy and touched when
I heard this. The City of Thousand Buddhas is still following Venerable
Master’s legacy, which is to encourage monastics to bring their parents to the
monastery so that they also have a chance at interacting with and learning
from the Triple Jewel, and so that they could one day pass away at the City
of Thousand Buddhas, and that they could also plant a vajrz bodhi seed in
their consciousness. This compassionate legacy and vow to save and guide
the elderly will definitely become one of the greatest attractions of the City
of Thousand Buddhas. This monastery is a springboard to the Western Land
of Ultimate Bliss. We wish that more people can come to CTTB to practice
and step on this springboard to leap straight to Buddha’s Land.
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If we do not have these yet, we should work vigorously. If we
take the great self of our true Buddha nature as ‘self,” to take this
ultimate self as ‘self,” then what else is there to obtain? What
else is there to renounce? Therefore, we would use our external
conditions to train our minds.

We are very lucky to be here in the Buddha hall so do not
scheme or seek for external conditions. Every minute and every
second is very important. We are planting the seeds for future
fruition. From all the seeds we sow now, only the good seeds will
result in good fruition. By reciting the Bodhisattva’s name, we
should not allow our discursive thoughts to have an opportunity
to overcome us.
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