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The Analects of Confucius

Chapter 2: To Govern

(14) The Master said, “An exemplary person is impartial and does
not set up factions; a petty person forms cliques and is biased.”

The Master said. “An exemplary person is impartial and does not
set up factions.” Once again, Confucius explains to his students about
the definition of an exemplary person. Such a person does not take
part in sectarian activities. The character ‘tf; (bi) means ‘faction’ or
‘clique.” An exemplary person is one who believes in commonality and
universality and does not subscribe to any particular party or sect. A
petty person forms cliques and is biased. Conversely, a petty person
gangs up with his friends to form a clique, mutually showing off their
existence as an exclusive grouping. This is where an exemplary person
differs from a petty person.

(15) The Master said, “Learning without thinking results in
perplexity; thinking without learning is dangerous.”

The Master said. Confucius spoke again. “Learning without
thinking.” In the process of learning, you must also investigate. The
character ‘f&’ (si) means ‘to deliberate’ or ‘to investigate,” and in this
context, also refers to ‘revising what one has learned.” If you only learn
but do not revise your work, this will result in perplexity. Whatever you
have learned will be lost and you will end up totally confused. Lacking
any true substance, you will become as dull as emptiness. Thinking
without learning. If you merely focus on deliberating and revising, and
are always investigating things without seeking improvement, this kind
of approach “is dangerous.” By stagnating, you will be in grave danger.
The term ‘f& 54’ (wéi dai) means ‘dangerous’ or ‘risky,” which means you
are unreliable.

Therefore, upon hearing this passage, everyone ought to imagine
himself in the situation mooted by Confucius. Reflect inwardly in this
way: Confronted by this kind of principle, what should be done? As
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students, do we just listen passively while our teacher reads to us? On
completion of our studies, are we going to cast aside whatever we have
learned from our teacher, thinking that we can rely on him whenever the
need arises? No, it’s not! While receiving an education from our teachers,
we must engage in diligent self-study and revision at the same time. This
is called ‘learning complemented by thinking.’

On the other hand, neglecting your studies and merely indulging in
thinking and investigating is very dangerous. It will be easy for you to go
down the wrong path, because you lack a foundation. If you were to build
a house without laying the foundation, it would be easy for it to topple
over. For this reason, the period when we are studying is a very critical
stage. On no account must you take the wrong path, for once you do your
lifelong happiness will be in jeopardy.

There is a saying, “The whole day’s work depends on a good start in
the morning; the whole year’s work depends on a good start in spring;
one’s lifelong undertakings depend on diligence.” We should schedule our
daily activities first thing in the morning, taking care not to commit any
errors. As for our lifelong undertakings, we also ought to be diligent and
hardworking, make the necessary preparations and avoid mistakes. How
are we to avoid wrongdoing? Just be serious in your studies and learn the
basic requirements for being a proper person. If you lay a solid and firm
foundation, then any tall high-rise buildings that you construct in the
future will remain standing for tens of thousands of years. Conversely,
if the foundation is not strong, then they will topple over in a strong
wind or rain. Therefore, as human beings, it is essential that we build
up our characters first. What does ‘character building’ mean? It means to
recognize clearly, right at the beginning, the things we should do. And
what are these? In this world, many people lack knowledge and they are
the ones we must help. It is said, “By being enlightened first, we enlighten
those who came after.”

Nowadays, there are many people in all countries throughout the world
who are crazy. They suffer from mental illness and are confined in asylums
where they give vent to their insanity. These victims include the elderly,
the middle-aged, and children. What exactly is insanity? It is the result of
being mistaken. And what is it that they have mistaken? They have failed
to recognize a basic requirement. And what is this basic requirement? It is
nothing special — it is just the Five Guiding Principles that we advocate in
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas:

(1) Do not fight. Do not fight with anybody. Whatever is my due, I will
accept; whatever is not my due, I do not want. This is called ‘do not fight.’
To refrain from fighting and contending just means not getting angry. (2)
Do not be greedy. Whether it is material objects, money or valuables, I am
not greedy for any of these. Even though they may be my due, I will give
them to you if you want them. I'm not greedy. (3) Do not seek outwardly.
Do not go around seeking externally or searching for things outside.
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