10. SREEHTA: )
EABT
(—) e AN

filt G ACERGEEORT - fthaR ¢ T BIREE
B —EREAEEE @mﬁiua Kﬁ}é@?ﬁ? :
RERNBABEZEAZ T | e Hafis/ge
B st THES O HER - T IREEA LI
& TEAEE 7 ifn A FRERIBARIEL - Rt
JENE 2 BAMBIHREAAGE 7 Sk — (ke + 3
WIERFIEAR—FE - TG~ GHIBHE—HEHIFEL
WAL T 7?1 DIREAE H O —(ER 4 - 1Y
WET - Bt HEERT - AREaGR
FELZA TR > IREE AR - EEE
FEIEEN © ElE RG> EEEEEEFE
> A AR B SR BRI > AR
B e -

(2) ERRHBES

WIRECZH S > 2tA =12 #EFZ
EHERERE > 242 A ST AEE SRR ER
F o IRERIE I ? BRI R A
HAMIE - RinE 2 > B LRI
BT WElHA R BRIHHY EBCE © T
BiEZE S, o WGEFERERT > ¥ TR
BELIANEE , » BT > SEEEAS : ©
BIEIREHIE 2 MR TR e ) SRR
JRGIS- Nt 3 D) SRCIRV N ? AEEMET X

32 &

Biographies

B EAFE (PRE)

Events in the Life of the Venerable Master: The China Period

G L EAF A K

*'Whit'e Mountains and Black Waters
ture Rare Talent (continued)

A EAFH G E BG4 (20004 )

A New Edition (in Chinese) by the Committee for the

Publication of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
k4% 3£7% Translated into English by Yao Min

10. Education and a New Life (Continued)

As told by the Venerable Master:

First Stage of School — Difficult at the Beginning and Easy Later

He complimented me, “You don’t look very smart but you have an
excellent memory. You are the same as Yan Hui, the great student of
Confucius.” I was a little arrogant after hearing his compliment and
replied, “How can you compare me to Yan Hui? I dont want to be
compared to him. Why? He was smart but didn’t live long. If I were
the same as he, would I die as young as he did?” I chose a name for
myself later — a fool. Actually, it was an arrogant name. In essence,
there is no difference between a long life span and a short life span.
If you are afraid of death, you are attached to living a long life. If you
prefer longevity, the attachment is even worse. Therefore, I neither
wanted to have a short life span like Yan Hui nor a long life like Peng
Zu (a long-lived figure in Chinese history).

Second Stage of School — Fun at School

I enjoyed matching couplets. Thirty-some fellow students in my
class. In the matching couplets course, about 25 of them asked me
to be their ghost writer. I precisely reproduced their handwriting
and completed the couplets assignments for them. I proved to be
successful every time. I recall the time when the teacher assigned part
one of the couplet, “The bird flies through the air.” I composed the
second line of the matching couplet for my classmate, “The deer
roams in the mountains.” After the teacher read the sentence, he
asked the student, “Did you write this?” The student replied, “Yes.”
The teacher responded, “I don’t think you can come up with such a
good matching phrase but the handwriting is yours. What's going on?”
It makes me laugh to recollect these things from the past.
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I was naughty and played many tricks when I was in the private
school. One of my classmates had studied for twelve years and I had
studied for only a half year. He was the leader of the school, much
like the leader of a class, and served as the substitute teacher when
the teacher was absent. On one occasion when he was the substitute
teacher, he asked the students to recite a book. As you know, when
the teacher is away, the majority of the students won’t study hard.
When he told them to recite, no one could. He punished the students
by making them kneel down in front of the name plate of Confucius.
Many students were kneeling, and I felt it was unfair. 1 was the
second chairman so I spoke to the students, “Get up! No need to
kneel anymore! Let’s see what he will do!” The students complied
and stood up. The leader was angry but he couldnt do anything. I
told him, “You'd better be careful! I will get back at you for what you
have done to them!”

In less than two months, I beat him in reciting the classics; then
I became the leader. When the teacher was away from school, I was
his substitute and supervised every student in reciting. I called on the
ex-leader to recite first. He couldn’t do it. I said, “You kneel down in
front of Confucius!” Then I asked the other students, “Are you able
to recite now?” Some said yes, some said no. I said to the students
who were studying their books, “Come here and study until you
are ready to recite.” In the end, only the ex-leader was punished by
kneeling down in front of Confucius. All the other students were
standing and reciting. He was furious!

11. The Secret of Reading

The number of books that the Master could read in one day couldn’t
be finished by normal people in twenty days. The ‘three faculties’ and
the ‘three places’ were the secrets of the Master’s reading skill. He
concentrated and became one with the book, so he read fast and fully
retained everything he read.

As told by the Venerable Master:

The first secret of reading is the ‘three faculties.” Mind, eyes, and
mouth are all required to achieve concentration. While reading,
a person should focus the mind, eyes, and mouth without any
distracting thoughts. The eyes should be on the book, the mind
should be thinking of the book, and the mouth should be reading
the book. The three faculties become one, and one encompasses the
three. The combination of mind, eyes, and mouth is called the ‘three
faculties’. You must concentrate. It works if you concentrate, but not
if you are distracted.

The second secret is to read in three places, which are: on the road,
in the bathroom, and on the bed. When I walk, my eyes are on the
road, but my mind and mouth review the books, reciting them over
and over. Once memorized, I review them once or twice a day until
I can never forget them. This is called ‘on the road.’

s> To be continued
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