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REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR:
TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua on September 2, 1988
B#11% 33% Translated into English by Alfie Lew
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its original nature and physical appearance. Such a person is cruel and un-
scrupulous, wearing a human’s clothes and sporting a human face but not
doing things that humans do. Wouldn't you say that that is more hideous
than simply being a wolf? So, be careful not to be eaten by wolves, be care-
ful not to be taken by wolves and swallowed. If so, there would be endless
retributions within the samsaric cycle. “Dissimilarities are determined by
karma.” It will be too late if you wait until you have fallen into the three
evil destinies! Now this boy Banov transformed from a human appearance
into a wolf’s physical body. This kind of bizarre event is also teaching us
the Dharma, alerting us to the fact that anyone around us may be a wolf
underneath. Therefore, don't be taken in by appearances, thinking that
someone with a nose, eyes, and ears just like a human being, must be one.
Actually, you may be seeing a wolf in disguise. We should live our lives as
righteous people, and not be wolves!

Attending Mass with his mother, his mouth awry and his eyes con-
torted. He went with his mother to church to attend Mass; his mouth was
contorted and his eyes rolled back in his head.

While still living, he transformed into a wolf. What kind of misfor-
tune is at work? A living person transformed into a wolf; this is an inaus-
picious omen! As the saying goes: “If a country is about to flourish, there
must be auspicious signs; if the country is about to perish, there will be
demons and evildoers.” It was only with the arrival of demons and evildo-
ers that this kind of abnormal and bizarre event could have happened. Was
this auspicious or ominous? When there are natural disasters and man-
made calamities, what does that signify? We human beings should repent
and pray to the heavens, asking forgiveness for all our karmic offenses.

In the scientific era, it’s hard to fathom or conjecture. Born in this sci-
entific age, we think that we can invent things and discover truths through
experiments; even conception can happen in a test tube. Today’s science
does not yet have the ability to transform small children into wolves. No
matter how advanced science is, it cannot turn a person into a wolf. How-
ever, such inconceivable things happened within heaven and earth and
even current science cannot provide an explanation for it. In fact, this is
nothing other than the cycle of cause and effect; such is retribution.

Another verse says:

Violent and opposing cosmic forces

Brought about this strange phenomenon.

Volcanoes erupt and oceans boil.

The world is topsy-turvy, abruptly cold or warm.

Spirits and ghosts transform with intrigues.

The Shurangama explains how sheep become people.

A child suddenly turns into a wolf in the priest’s hall.
Countless uncanny events from ancient times till now.
Lost and oblivious, people hustle and bustle unawakened.

Commentary:
Violent and opposing cosmic forces / Brought about this strange phe-
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nomenon. When the universe is in a state of abnormality, volatility
and a sense of imbalance permeate the atmosphere. Atomic bombs cre-
ate a type of toxin, hydrogen bombs create yet another. Atoms, neu-
trons, ions, all these minuscule objects, televisions also, are goblins. A
computer is a monster in a family. The husband comes home to the
computer and ignores the wife. The wife comes home to the computer
and also ignores the husband; this leads to divorces and callousness.
Aren't computers really monsters? Radio is also a monster; all are mon-
sters. All kinds of demons appear in the world these days, and people
think it’s fun!

Volcanoes erupt and oceans boil. Volcanoes erupt for no good rea-
son. When a volcano erupts, villages are burned down by the molten
lava. Tsunamis come ashore as the ocean water boils, flooding numer-
ous cities.

The world is topsy-turvy, abruptly cold or warm. The world
abruptly turns cold one moment and turns warm the next. If you are
not careful, all of a sudden you catch a cold and the next moment you
suffer heat stroke; all kinds of diseases creep up.

Spirits and ghosts transform with intrigues. Spirits and ghosts are
unpredictable, and now they do not want to cooperate with each other.
They all proclaim they are king and ruler of their own territory; each
shows off his or her ability. It is like when the Eight Immortals crossed
the sea: each displayed his or her own spiritual power. Now it is their
turn to display their spiritual power. Ghosts try to outwit the spirits,
and spirits try to outwit the ghosts; ghosts act to deceive the spirits, and
spirits similarly act to deceive the ghosts. Each appears to be unpredict-
able in their transformation.

The Shurangama explains how sheep become people. In the
Shurangama Sutra, a sheep dies and is reborn as a human being. Most
Buddhists believe this, but most other people don’t. Whether you be-
lieve it or not, the principle holds; believe and it holds, don’t believe
and it still holds. The validity of the principle does not depend on
whether one believes it.

A child suddenly turns into a wolf in the priest’s hall. Such an
event did occur in Father Yanis’s church in Bulgaria.

Countless uncanny events from ancient times till now. Through
the ages, there have been countless unrecorded bizarre events. Because
they are not recorded in any commonly known sutras or other kinds of
literature, we find them unbelievable and inconceivable.

Lost and oblivious, people hustle and bustle unawakened. Some
people in this world are deluded by their own ignorance and still will
not wake up; they are still busy working for a couple of meals a day,
still wondering what they are doing and why they are doing it. They
muddle through life confused until the day they die, and don’t know
what they will become after death. Isnt that pitiful?
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