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The Arising of Conditions Leading to the Lecturing of the Sutra
At this point, to us every place is a place for spiritual awakening. Every
place is a place for Dharma assemblies. Any time and any place is a suitable
time and place for lectures on the sutras and Dharma talks. All times and all
places are right for working on our cultivation and for developing our skill.

That is why when it comes to spiritual practice, location or distance
makes no difference. Any place we travel to is just the same as the place
we started from. Make no distinctions among places or about the relative
merits of Dharma assemblies. We should be able to lecture on sutras, give
Dharma talks, and investigate the teachings of Buddhism wherever we
happen to be. In that way, all that we learn will come together for us. We
should make a habit of studying the teachings of Buddhism anywhere we
travel. That is most important!

What is the key to studying Buddhist teachings? It is to refrain from
discursive thinking! Gather in your body and mind—collect them
together—and keep your thoughts from wandering off in all directions into
the past, present, or future. Simply focus your mind totally on studying the
teachings of the Buddha. Do that and you will not have many afflictions
or worries.

Why do you have afflictions? It is just because you cannot see through
and let go of things. You feel some matters are important and other matters
are even more important. Assigning importance leads to attachment. Once
there is attachment, afflictions arise. Therefore, as we study Buddhism, we
should be free of attachments—any and all attachments.

Today marks the first time a sutra will be explained at this place. From
now on, let’s stagger the seats from row to row, so the second row seats
are spaced between the first row seats. That way no one’s view will be
blocked and everyone will have a clear line of sight. That will be the seating
arrangement. As for the standing arrangement, two people will stand in a
row, and leave enough space between the rows for the ones behind to bow
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in those spaces.

Earlier, we were reciting the Six-syllable Great Bright Mantra. Earth Store
Bodhisattva likes for people to recite this mantra. If you are able to recite
it, he will help you be content. He will help you with whatever you need.
It is difficult to describe Earth Store Bodhisattva’s efficacious responses
in just a few words. We will discuss them as the sutra is explained. Each
time before the sutra is explained, we will chant the Six-syllable Great
Bright Mantra. It is an excellent mantra and its functions are also quite
inconceivable.

There are some very important causes and conditions leading to the
Earth Store Sutra lectures. 1 was renting this place for the summer and
was planning to terminate the lease at the end of the summer vacation.
Had I done that, however, quite a few people would have a tough time
looking for places to rental since they were hard to come by. So I took a
big chance and renewed the lease on this place and invited people to stay.
I also invited Earth Store Bodhisattva to stay here with us. This way, every
day we get to bow to the Bodhisattva, to plant good roots and cultivate
blessings!

However, Americans are unfamiliar with Bodhisattvas. They were never
introduced to one before, let alone having to live with one right now! Some
people are delighted, yet others are frightened by the human-like image of
the Bodhisattva. Therefore, I will now introduce you to this Bodhisattva’s
life stories. When you wish to make a new friend, you first would probably
want to know the kind of person he or she is. So let us now get acquainted
with Earth Store Bodhisattva. Given these circumstances, I will lecture on
the Earth Store Sutra for everybody.

The Earth Store Sutra is a Buddhist scripture on filial piety. Earth Store
Bodhisattva is a Bodhisattva who practices filial conduct and is most
filial to his parents. By giving my lectures on the sutra, I hope to inspire
everyone to follow Earth Store Bodhisattva’s example on filial piety.

1. The Reasons for the Arising of the Teaching: This is a discussion
of the circumstances that brought the sutra into being. 2. The Divisions
and Vehicles in Which It Is Contained: “Divisions” refers to the
Tripitaka, and “Vehicles” can refer to the Two Vehicles: the Great Vehicle,
the Mahayana, and the Lesser Vehicle, the Hinayana. It can also refer to
the Five Vehicles which are: the vehicle of humans, the vehicle of gods,
the vehicle of Hearers [Shravakas], the vehicle of those Enlightened to
Conditions [Prateykabuddhas], and the vehicle of Bodhisattvas. “The
Divisions and Vehicles in Which It Is Contained” therefore refers to the
type of text in the Tripitaka and the vehicle among the Five Vehicles to
which the sutra belongs. 3. Determining Its Aim and Purport: This will
explain its tenet. 4. An Explanation of the Title: The title of the sutra
will be explained. 5. Its Transmission and Translators: The individuals
responsible for its transmission and translation need to be identified. 6.
Discerning and Explaining the Meaning of the Text: We will especially
clarify the meanings in the sutra text proper.
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