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Sutra:

In empty space, heavenly drums

Make magnificent sounds by themselves,

While thousands of tens of thousands of heavenly garments
Come whirling and swirling down.

Wonderful censers studded with jewels

Burn with priceless incense,

Which naturally circles the surroundings

As an offering to the World Honored Ones.

Commentary:

In empty space, heavenly drums / Make magnificent sounds by
themselves, / While thousands of tens of thousands of heavenly
garments / Come whirling and swirling down to the assembly. The
gods have tens of millions of kinds of clothing, which are not heavy
like human clothing. Their clothes are extremely light. Wonderful
censers studded with jewels / Burn with priceless incense, / Which
naturally circles the surrounding Dharma realm as an offering to
the World Honored Ones. Shakyamuni Buddha, the Thus Come One
Many Jewels, and the division body Buddhas of Shakyamuni Buddha.

Sutra:

The great assembly of Bodhisattvas

Hold banners and canopies made of seven treasures,
High and splendorous, of a million varieties,

In a procession that reaches the Brahma heavens.
And before each Buddha

Hang jeweled flags and banners of victory,

As myriads upon myriads of verses are used

To praise and laud the Thus Come Ones.

All such things as these
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As never have been seen before.

Hearing of the Buddha’s limitless life span,

All are filled with joy.

The Buddha’s name pervades all directions.

He vastly benefits living beings,

All of whom perfect good roots

And are helped to bring forth the supreme mind.

Commentary:

In the midst of the scattering of the small and large flowers, the myriads of
priceless incense and clothing, come the great assembly of Bodhisattvas.
They hold banners and canopies made of seven treasures, / High and
splendorous, of a million varieties, / In a procession that reaches the
Brahma Heavens. These banners and canopies are very high and also
very wonderful. Human minds cannot fathom the number of the varieties
that exist. And before each Buddha / Hang jeweled flags and banners
of victory, / As myriads upon myriads of verses are used / To praise
and laud the Thus Come Ones.

All such things as these—wonderful and inconceivable as they are—
never have been seen before. / Hearing of the Buddha’s limitless life
span, such a long time, all living beings are filled with joy.

The Buddha’s name pervades all directions. All living beings of all
the ten directions heard the Buddha’s name. To hear the Buddha’s name,
however, you need good roots. If you have no good roots, you won't
be able to hear the Buddha’s name. He vastly benefits living beings,
/ All of whom perfect their good roots. Those who have not planted
good roots, plant them. Those who have already planted them, nurture
them. Those whose good roots have grown, ripen them. Those whose
good roots have ripened, obtain liberation. And with their good roots
planted, they are helped to bring forth the supreme mind, the resolve
for Anuttarasamyaksambodhi.

Sutra:

At that time the Buddha told Maitreya Bodhisattva Mahasattva,
“Ajita! If there are living beings who, on hearing that the Buddha’s
life span is as long as this, can bring forth even a single thought
of faith and understanding, the merit and virtue they will gain is
measureless and limitless.”

Commentary:

When Shakyamuni Buddha had finished the previous verse, at that time the
Buddha told Maitreya, “Invincible” Bodhisattva Mahasattva, “Ajita! If there
are living beings who, on hearing that the Buddha’s life span is as long as
this, can bring forth even a single thought of faith and understanding, the
merit and virtue they will gain is measureless and limitless.” They don't
have to believe it entirely, they just need to have one single thought of faith and
understand. If they do, then the amount of merit and virtue they derive is so

great that it cannot be measured. $0To be continued



