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A Miraculous Remedy:
The Universal Door Chapter (Continued)
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A talk given by Bhikshuni Heng Jyun in the Dining Hall ac CTTB on July 25, 2010,
during the celebration of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Day

ML X 33 Translated into English by Chen Chin Wen
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I couldn’t help but praise, “I never imagined your son would change so much.
You have scored excellent marks on your report card in sutra recitation.” She
added, “Dharma Master, besides completing the recitation homework you
gave me to do daily, I also recited the entire Earth Store Sutra each day.” 1
responded, “Ah, no wonder you have had such wonderful and miraculous
changes. They are validations of the work you have accomplished!”

“Dharma Master, what more can I do now?” I replied, “Why don’t
you continue by doing nine sets of 108 recitations of the Universal Door
Chapter?” “Ahh! Nine?” she responded. “Yes, to make it ten in all! Wouldnt
it be nice to have ten sets of 1082” I proposed. “Isn’t your son in the process of
applying to college? You should help him continue to develop as a solid and
virtuous youth since he has finally awakened to the path of righteousness.”
“Sure!” she agreed. Coincidentally, the day she finished her second set of 108
Universal Door Chapter recitations was Mother’s Day. Her son gave her her
first Mother’s Day card. She had never received any Mother’s Day card from
him before — it was the first one. Inside the card it said, “Thank you Mother
for all your years of willingness to tolerate and forgive me!”

Last year, around the end of May 2009, this same mother came to CTTB
to participate in the Jeweled Repentance Before Ten Thousand Buddhas. She
told me, “Right now, my son is attending college while working at the same
time.” She explained that he was working as a cell phone salesperson and was
not required to work in an office. She also indicated that he was so successful
in selling cell phones that he was being promoted to a manager position.
She further disclosed that he was earning $40 an hour. Furthermore, he has
purchased a car for the family. She happily shared as a proud mother that
her son often leaves money on the table before he leaves the house and says,
“Mom and Dad, please go ahead and buy whatever you need!” It seems that
this mother’s ten sets of 108 Universal Door Chapter recitations have turned
into an excellent “money making tree.”

Because this young man is attractive, goes to a very good university, and
makes a good living, a 16-year-old girl is infatuated with him. This young girl
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comes from an affluent family, who is wealthy enough to afford leasing a
public arena just for a party. However, he made it clear to this young lady
that, “In my heart, the most important thing is my parents. Anything else
is secondary.”

After listening to my telling of this story, another mother thought to
herself, “It’s easy! The Universal Door Chapter is so brief. It won’t take me
fifty plus days to finish. I can complete the 108 recitations in a few days.”
At the end she told me, “Dharma Master, I finished 108 Universal Door
Chapter recitations in seven days, but my son is still the same. Nothing
has been changed!” I told her, “The other mother believed that she failed
to adequately educate her son; therefore, she devoted her recitations with
all of her sincerity and repentance. You recited with haste and were merely
amassing quantity and going for the numbers. Your 108 recitations were
just 108 circles to check off the task. The circles were empty, for your
attitude was, 'Guanyin Bodhisattva, I finished the recitations and the rest
is your work and responsibility!" Your son wouldn't have enough time to
change because you are too fast! One must bring forth his true sincerity
in reciting the sutras and should not be in a hurry."

In reciting the Universal Door Chapter 108 times, one must recite the
entire Universal Door Chapter at least once a day, and there should not be
any break. If there is any interruption, one should start over and count the
first of the 108 recitations from the new start date. This way the power of
the sutra recitations and transference of merit can be fully activated. When
you transfer the recitation merit, it should only be dedicated to specific
purposes. In other words, it wouldn’t work as well if one day the merit is
transferred to your children and the second day to your parents and your
husband or to world peace, etc. When the transference is scattered to too
many issues and people, (the power of the transference would be diverted)
just like a car that is overloaded and cannot move forward.

Two years ago, one young girl came to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
with her boyfriend to participate in the Guanyin Bodhisattvas Dharma
Assembly. She prayed to Guanyin Bodhisattva, “Dear Bodhisattva, I am
very annoyed with my boyfriend and would like to break up with him.
Please help by making him let go of me.” She later told me, “Dharma
Master, do you know what my boyfriend said to Guanyin Bodhisattva?
Ever since he heard from me that Guanyin Bodhisattva would respond
to all prayers, he insisted on following me here. He actually pleaded to
Guanyin Bodhisattva, ‘Guanyin Bodhisattva, please don’t let my girlfriend
leave me!””

So this young girl anxiously asked me, “Dharma Master, to whom do
you think Guanyin Bodhisattva will respond?” What do you think? Whom
would Guanyin Bodhisattva help? 1 instructed her, “You should recite
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s holy name often and with sincere faith. Whether it
is good for you to stay with your boyfriend or to part with him, Guanyin
Bodhisattva subtly helps by bestowing wisdom and inspiration upon you
to guide you to the proper answer. When one devotes his utmost sincerity
and repentance in sutra recitations, he will receive inconceivable responses
and inspiration.
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