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Excerpts from the lectures of the Venerable Master Hua du
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Protecting the City
of the Dharma King: (continued)

A good disciple is not afraid of working.
No matter how much work there is, he would not flee.
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Eternal Memorial (Continued)
Look at Guo Gui working here. He is so dedicated to his work that he
doesn’t even go to have his meal. Immediately after his meal, he rushes

back to work. His dedication is rare. Previously Guo Gui wasn’t will-
ing to work, but now he has corrected himself. He works every day
and works hard and skillfully. He does his work in a suitable manner.
Guo Xian has broken his leg, but he still works. This is rare. In the
future, we will rest at 10 p.m. and attend the morning ceremony once
we get up. We need to work on one hand and cultivate on the other.
That is why we need to complete this monastery quickly. It is the
atomic age now, so we should do our work in a somewhat “atomic”
way—progressing rapidly and finishing the job without it being no-
ticed. All this depends on your collective efforts. To those of you who
enjoy being lazy, dont’ be lazy anymore. Do whatever you can. This is
my expectation of you.

During this period of constructing the monastery, I enjoy working.
Some say, “Do you enjoy working?” No, like you, I am unwilling to
work, because it is always uncomfortable and tiresome to work. How-
ever, in order to establish this monastery, I am not afraid of toil. As
I told you before, when I was building Cixing Monastery on Lantou
Island, I would catch the ferry from Hong Kong at 2 p.m. and reach
Da Ao at 5 p.m. I would then carry 50 pounds of rice, cooking oil,
and salt up the mountain at 7 p.m. to feed a throng of workers. Early
the next morning, at 3 o’clock, I would rush down the mountain to
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Hong Kong to give lectures on sutras. After I had completed Cixing
Monastery, some people thought that I would not be able to let it go.
I had spent so much energy and effort in building the monastery that
my hair turned white. Recently, Guo Shi came to tell me that my hair
was white again. It is because of repair work that is going on again.
Every day, I am thinking about how to do the work and how to posi-
tion certain materials. All these problems need to be thought through,
making my hair white again. Don’t worry! After the work is done, it
will turn black. Once I stop thinking, it turns black.

A monastery is built to provide sentient beings a place to plant bless-
ings. In the future, if someone bows to the Buddhas here, the people
who have built the monastery will have a share in the merit and virtue.
If someone cultivates here, the people who are building the monastery
will also have a share in the merit and virtue. If someone realizes Bud-
dhahood here, you will also have the chance to become a Buddha.
That is why building a monastery is the most wonderful work. You
should rush to do this kind of work. Why do I go to work as soon as
I have finished morning ceremony? Because I am rushing to create
merit and virtue.

It’s the Same as Working

Those who enjoy working, work. Those who enjoy meditating, medi-
tate. We who meditate should do justice to those who work. Those
who work should also do justice to those who meditate. Originally
we all should sit and meditate. But some like to create external merit,
so working brings the same effect. Others want to cultivate internal
achievement and sit meditating. Then you should meditate well.
Those who work shouldn’t give rise to false thoughts saying: “You sit
there sleeping every day. Even though I'm exhausted and sweating all
over, you don't come to help me.” Don't give in to such false thoughts.
Those who meditate also help us to work. Those who sit shouldnt
give rise to false thoughts either, thinking: “No one is cultivating ex-
Don't think: “They are

working while I am sitting. Shame on me!” If you meditate well, it will

cept for me. 'm better than everybody else.”

be the most wonderful thing. Why do you need to feel ashamed? The
most important thing is to avoid false thoughts. When you give rise to
false thoughts while meditating, you aren’t doing justice to the people
who are working. If the people working give rise to false thoughts,
then they don’t do justice to the people meditating. By avoiding false
thoughts, we are helping each other. We should all share in this re-
sponsibility, cooperate and look out for each other.

Just now I told you to avoid false thoughts. Now I want you to have
false thoughts. What false thoughts? Those who are working should
have the false thought: “I'm working to build the monastery. It’s great
that cultivators can cultivate rigorously here. I am helping them be-
come Buddhas and become enlightened!”

$0To be continued
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