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The Analects of Confucius

Chapter 2: To Govern

Scrutinize his aims. After this, investigate further until you discover his
ultimate goal. What has he set his mind upon, and what is his intent?
The character “Z’ (an) means to ‘set or place something at a particular
location.” It refers to the person’s aim or goal.

How could a person’s character be concealed? How is it possible for
human intentions to remain undisclosed? If you can examine a person in
this way, you will gain clear knowledge of everything about him. Insidious
schemes, devious tricks, wicked thoughts, bad conduct, chicanery of any
kind—whatever it is, it cannot be kept under wraps anymore. You will
recognize him for what he is! Just look at a person’s motives, observe his
conduct and scrutinize his aims, and everything about him will come
to light. How could he conceal his character? It’s impossible!

(11) The Master said, “By reviewing old knowledge, fresh insights
can be gained. In this way, one is qualified to educate others indeed!”

The Master said. Confucius said this. By reviewing old knowledge.
Be it knowledge that we have learned or books that we have read in the
past, if we revise them and read them over and over again, then fresh
insights can be gained. By doing so, we will discover new principles
and understand new knowledge. Therefore, by familiarizing yourself
thoroughly with the knowledge that you have gained in the past, you
will be able to get a grasp on modern knowledge, such as advancements
in science and technology and the theoretical expositions of various
philosophies. On accomplishing this, you will be qualified to educate
others. In this way, you are in the position to be a teacher or professor.
However, if you are lazy and refuse to learn, then you are not competent
enough to be a master, a teacher, or a professor. All you are doing is
cheating people!

(12) The Master said, “An exemplary person is not like an

implement.”
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The Master said. Confucius spoke again. An exemplary person is not
like an implement. An exemplary person is not the same as a vessel or
utensil. For example, a teacup can only be used for drinking tea, while
a rice bowl is solely used for eating rice. All implements have a specific
function and are not multipurpose entities. However, an exemplary
person is capable of doing just about anything; he is not like a rigid
vessel or utensil that can only be used as a container and nothing else.
This is the meaning of the line: “An exemplary person is not like an
implement.” As human beings, we should be capable of undertaking
a variety of different tasks, because we are not implements that serve
only one function. For instance, a tape recorder can only record sounds.
For sounds to be emitted, you will have to insert a cassette tape into it;
otherwise, it won't do anything. It is necessary for people to control its
functions.

Since human beings are the most intelligent beings around, they can
manipulate anything and not be controlled by others. That’s why it is
said that an exemplary person is not like an implement. You should not
think that people are analogous to a vessel or utensil. That means to say,
people are not robots. Nowadays, aren’t there many robots around? An
exemplary person is not a robot. Although a robot is able to perform
many tasks, it is not capable of thinking because it lacks a brain and a
mind.

(13) Zigong inquired about the mark of an exemplary person. The
Master replied, “His actions take precedence over his words. He
talks about his deeds only subsequently.”

The Master replied, “His actions take precedence over his words. He
talks about his deeds only subsequently.” Confucius then explained:
As an exemplary person, you should, first of all, put into action what you
intend to say and set a personal example. You must keep good faith and
not renege on your promises. Furthermore, you should go to the extent
of keeping your deeds to yourself, instead of uttering empty words that
are not backed by action. It is therefore necessary for ‘action to take
precedence over words.” Whatever it is that I intend to do, I must first
carry it out accordingly. He talks about his deeds only subsequently.
It is only later on that you tell other people about it. This is the mark of
$0To be continued

an exemplary person.




