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A New Edition (in Chinese) by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

kAL 3% Translated into English by Yao Min

09. Taking Refuge in the Triple Jewel (Continued)

As told by the Venerable Master:

His wife and children held onto his legs and cried hard, trying
to stop him from leaving the home-life. Master Chang Zhi said
to them, “If you don’t let me go, I will leave in a coffin. What do
you think?” His family dared not stop him, realizing he might
commit suicide. He became a disciple of Master Xiu Yun, and
Master Chang Ren became his Dharma brother. By practicing
the Pure Land dharma door, he came to understand his own
mind and developed exceptional wisdom and eloquence. Later,
he left this world, reciting the Buddha’s name.

10. Education and a New Life

At the age of 15, Master Hsuan Hua began his education in a private school.
From the start he applied himself diligently and ate only a small amount
of food. Within two and a half years, he was able to master the Chinese
classics as well as medicine and astrology.

As told by the Venerable Master:

First stage of school — difficult at the beginning and easy later
When I was young, I didn’t have a chance to go to school. It
wasn't until the age of 15 that I was able to be educated in a
private school. School began on March 10 with a break on
August 13. After I had attended school for half a year, Japan
invaded China in the winter so I was out of school again. At
the age of 16, I returned to school for one year and another
year when I was 17. My formal education totaled two and a
half years.

It is difficult to teach children to study hard, but easy to teach
them to do something bad. That they can learn without any
teaching. When I was a child, I once watched some people
gamble and learned how to play the game in five minutes. I
went home and made some beautiful gambling cards myself.
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When I started school, I was stupid and couldn’t remember my
lessons, no matter how many times I studied them. For example,
when I read the Book of Family Names, 1 could recite it right away
from my memory. However, when I took the same book to my
teacher and handed it to him, I couldnt remember a word, not
even the first one. It was strange. Why did I forget everything? I
didn’t understand. The same thing happened to me for several
days.

I kept wondering what was happening. Why was it that I could
remember my lesson clearly when I was on the brick bed, but
as soon as [ slipped off to recite to the teacher, I forgot all of it?
Wias it because I didn’t bow enough to the great sages? I bowed
to them many times before I went to school and also afterwards.
So that couldn’t be the reason. After thinking it over, I realized
that I was afraid of the teacher’s big tobacco pipe-bowl that he hit
me on the head with when I recited incorrectly. It made me so
nervous that I couldn’t remember a thing. With that realization, I
was no longer afraid. I thought that it was nothing to be hit with
the teacher’s tobacco pipe. After that, I could focus on my reading
and recite the book in front of my teacher, without an error.

Although I was a slow reader at first, I later discovered a way
to read fast and never forget what I read. I was able to read The
Great Learning [one of the Confucian classics] extremely fast. The
number of pages I could read in one day would take an average
person 20 days. Why? Because I was fully focused and read with
all my heart, without thinking about anything else--not even
food, drink, clothes, or where I would be. I would think about
absolutely nothing else.

How concentrated was I when reading? Let me tell you, I
couldn’t hear anything no matter how much noise was made right
next to me, even performances with drums, trumpets, clarinets,
flutes, or bells. Actually, I could hear them if I wanted to, but
I could also tell my mind not to pursue those sounds. I could
control my mind. In the beginning I studied, even read a lesson
30 times, but could not understand it. Once I discovered the
method, once I could concentrate and control my mind, I would
remember most of it after reading it once. After the second time,
I remembered the whole thing. By the third time through, I
would never forget it.

One teacher who taught me earned his scholarly status during
the Qing Dynasty. He was in his 70s and had been teaching over
50 years. When I became his student, he said, “How I wish I could
have had you as my student earlier! The connection between us is
an interesting one. If we had no connection at all, you wouldn’t
be my student. If we had an excellent connection, you should
have met me before now. How happy I would have been had I
met a smart student like you earlier!”

s> To be continued
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