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A Miraculous Remedy:
The Universal Door Chapter
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A talk given by Bhikshuni Heng Jyun in the Dining Hall at CT'TB on July 25, 2010,
during the celebration of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Enlightenment Day

ML X 33F Translated into English by Chen Chin Wen
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Today I would like to share a true story. I previously told this story but the
story continues to unfold. Therefore, it is appropriate for me to present
this story again with an update.

During Christmas of 2005, a couple came to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) with their sixteen-year-old son and five-year-old
daughter. What brought them here was their son’s threat, “You wait and
see: | will burn this house down and kill my sister!” The mother was
petrified by her son’s menace and did not know what to do. However,
she admitted that the cause for her son’s horrendous statement and the
discord between them must have come from her years of poor parenting.

She explained that her son had had an aversion toward meat
consumption ever since he was born, and he would throw up whenever
he was fed meat. During that time, this mother was very young and did
know anything about the Buddhadharma. As a result of this and her hot
temper, the son was often beat up during mealtimes. In the end, the son
had to give in and swallow the meat with pain and tears.

When the son turned eleven, his mother gave birth to his little sister.
The younger sister turned out to be a lovely jewel in his mother’s eyes.
The mother would never have the heart to reprimand the sister let alone
hit her. The son took all these differences of treatment to heart and had a
hard time understanding why his childhood was so different from that of
his sister’s. Five years later, as the son entered adolescence with full-blown
defiance, he unleashed his built up rage and threatened, “You wait and
see: I will burn this house down and kill my sister!”

During recent years, ever since this mother had begun professing faith
in Buddhism, she would feel remorseful whenever she remembered how
she used to forcefeed meat to her son. In order to improve their parent-
child relationship, she turned to her son and said, “We will go anywhere
you like for this year’s Christmas vacation.” Her son replied, “After living
all these years in Canada, the most desirable places for me to visit would
be Las Vegas and Disneyland.” Therefore, they drove for two days from
Canada toward Southern California. On their way to Southern California,
the mother requested that they take a break by stopping at the City of Ten
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Thousand Buddhas. The son did not object to the idea.

I happened to be the one who greeted them. The worried mother
pleaded with me to talk with her son, and I happily agreed. However,
perhaps we did not have enough affinity, for as soon as her boy saw me
he decided that he did not want to speak with me. He said, “We are
about to leave so I do not have the time to speak with you.” I replied,
“Even if you are leaving soon, you should go to the main Buddha Hall
and bow in respect to the Buddhas.” I further explained to the son, “You
see, whenever you visit others’ homes, you would at least greet the host
or hostess by saying, ‘Hi, how are you?” and upon departure, you would
also say, “Thank you and good-bye’. You should not come and go without
respect like a thief who barges in through the front door and escapes
through the back door. This monastery is the home of the Triple Jewel.
The Buddhas are the hosts of the temple. How can a person greet the
Buddhas? By bowing three times to the Buddhas.” I continued, “Please go
and make your three bows to the Buddhas in the main Buddha Hall and
meanwhile I will have a conversation here with your mother. Is that okay
with you?” The boy nodded.

I said to the mother, “Your son has a dignified appearance but your
parent-child relationship is infused with animosity caused by deficient
parenting. Right now he is blinded by his karmic obstructions so that all
he can think of are matters of murder and arson. Both of you have heavy
karmic hindrances; therefore, the most essential task for you to do is to
'cross-over' your karmic creditors. You also ought to set up a plaque for
your karmic creditors. If you don’t have the money to set up the plaques,
you could recite 'Guanshiyin Bodhisattva's Universal Door Chapter' 108
times and transfer all the merits of reciting to your son. You ought to
pray and transfer the merit every time as you finish reciting the chapter
and pray for the Bodhisattva’s help to quickly dissipate the past, current,
and future negative karmic affinity you have with your son in order to
transform your mother-child relationship into a positive one. At the end,
please don't forget to also transfer all the merits to all living beings and
pray that they may quickly be liberated.”

On February 22, 20006, this mother phoned the City of Ten Thousand
Buddha’s administration office and requested to talk with me. I called her
the next day at which time she told me, “Dharma Master, I have already
completed 108 recitations of the Universal Door Chapter, and something
happened to my family last night.” The mother continued, “At the end
of last year, after we arrived in Las Vegas, my son asked to purchase a real
gun. He said he was about to rob a bank, and he asked his father which
entrance he should use to carry out a speedy robbery and escape. My
goodness! Instead of asking us how he could quickly earn a Ph.D. degtee,
he asked which door he should use to rob a bank quickly! Therefore,
the first thing I did after returning was to set up a permanent plaque in
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. The second thing I embarked upon
was to begin reciting the Universal Door Chapter. Nothing was more
important to me than reciting the sutra.”

This mother said that she recited the Universal Door Chapter at least
once each day, and more than once if she had more time. She completed
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her 108 recitations on the afternoon of the previous day.

At dinnertime that day, her son brought two carnations to the dinner
table. He handed one to his five-year-old sister and kept the other one
in his hand. His father said, “Who do you intend to give the other
flower to? It is probably not me! Is this flower for your mother?” The son
nodded in response. His dad said, “How about if I help you to give it to
your mother?” He immediately handed the flower to his father.

If this had occurred in the past, the mother stated that she would have
begun to reprimand her son, saying something like, “What made you
go out and buy flowers during dinnertime?!” However, on this night,
she handled the matter differently. She accepted the flower with a big
smile and could not believe it when her son said, “Mother, your kindness
in raising me is as vast as the sky; therefore, I want to be filial to you.”
It was too dramatic! Her son’s speech moved her so much that she was
overwhelmed with warm tears. She had never said such nice things to
her own mother. She could not believe her son who had grown up in
Canada could deliver such a sophisticated Chinese speech, “Mother,
your kindness in raising me is as vast as the sky; therefore, I want to
be filial to you!” She thought to herself, “Guanyin Bodhisattva is truly
inconceivable! I just hoped that my son would stop hating me. I never
expected him to be grateful. The depth of his gratitude is amazing.”

$>To be continued




