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A talk by Arthur Naumowicz (Chin Shan) on the last day of the Earth Store Session in
September 2009, at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
#F % 3% Translated into Chinese by Fo Ze

My name is Arthur Naumowicz and I come from Augustow,
Poland. The Earth Store Sutra was the first sutra that I read in
Poland six years ago. At that time, I was looking for a meditation
teacher and met a man who recited Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name
as his practice. He encouraged me to cultivate this practice. I
read the Earth Store Sutra on the ten vegetarian fasting days every
month and drew a lot of Bodhisattva images. I bowed to Earth
Store Bodhisattva and kept his name in mind all the time for at
least three years. I made offerings to Earth Store Bodhisattva every
day as well.

One winter a few years ago, I placed some work wanted ads in
the newspaper, but nobody called me. The situation made me
worry more and more because it was time to pay rent and I had no
money to buy gifts for my daughters for Christmas. I remember
going to a bus station and feeling a little bit hopeless, and asked
Earth Store Bodhisattva for help. I explained to him my situation
and immediately my cell phone rang. I received good news about
a job offer.

Three years ago, I went to London. Before I left, I recited the
name of Earth Store Bodhisattva 10,000 times, and I prayed to
him and asked for protection. I don’t remember the date, but it
happened somewhere in London. Some people put bombs in four
cars of the subway and one bomb on a bus. It was an attack on the
public transportation system.

The first explosion, if I am not mistaken, happened in the
morning on the Central Line. I had been traveling on the Central
Line maybe 15 or 20 minutes before it happened. It was a very
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hard and difficult day for London. Many people were looking
for support and it was not easy to get back home because all
public transport was stopped. I had to walk for more than five
hours, but nothing happened to me. I wasn't even scared. I was
just mindful of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name.

Around two years ago in Poland, I had been working on
construction with some people. One guy was wondering how I
could stand to be vegetarian. We were sitting on scaffold, a few
meters above the ground. I spoke to him a little bit about Earth
Store Bodhisattva, who is the one rescuing us from the hells. I
told him as well the benefits of vegetarianism and its positive
effect on nature. If we do something very good for nature, then
nature will do the same for us. When I started to talk more, he
fell asleep. It became too dangerous to continue sitting on the
scaffold, so I ended our conversation.

After a while he chose to be vegetarian, and his wife was
happy about that. She tried to be vegetarian with him for two
months, but it was too difficult to cook two vegetarian meals
and so she gave up. But during the two months she was really
happy. They were not able to conceive for three years since they
were married. After being vegetarian, one day he told me, “You
know what? My wife is pregnant!” They were extremely happy.

He told me this was too difficult to believe to be true, and no
one would believe what he said. He asked me one more time if
it was really because of his vegetarian diet and what I had told
him before. I answered, “I dont know; find out for yourself.”

Sometimes it is hard to believe what is before us. Overall,
before I started to cultivate, I always had troubles. For the last
six years it has not been easy, but nothing bad has happened
to me.

To attend the Earth Store Bodhisattva Session was a great,
incredible blessing to me. I dedicated all the merit and virtue
to my grandparents.

One of my grandfathers was killed during World War II. One
day in July of 1966, the Soviet Army arrested a few hundred
men from a few villages. My grandfather, who was among
them, was caught when he was heading home. Until today,
nobody knows where my grandfather was taken to and where
all the people were buried. My grandmother raised five children
alone. She had a very difficult life, and she never got married
again. She was cheerful and a very good person. She is the most
important person in my life. When I was a child, she taught me
fundamental moral values and empathy.

During the Earth Store Session, I sincerely repented for
all the evil I have done in the past, and I was acutely aware
of impermanence. I hope that Earth Store Bodhisattva will
compassionately rescue my grandparents and that they will be
born in the Pure Land.
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