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to one the emperor’s officials. The
official’s position was called She
Ren, and the official was named
Wu Qing. Wu Qing told Emper-
or Wu of this incident. The em-
peror sighed and said, “No longer
will the Great Master remain!”
The Noble Zhi was about to enter
Nirvana. By giving the emperor
the candle, the Great Master was
probably telling him to take care
of things after his death. After the
Noble Zhi entered Nirvana, the
emperor built a five-story stupa
for him. On the day of his funer-
al, the Noble Zhi appeared in the

colored clouds above.

$To be continued

KIZQXEROERE

REFLECTION IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY

/r'- .
LI Sheng (# ) (continued)

S EAEA1988%£87 130
Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on August 13, 1988
#F 33%F Translated into English by Fo Zi

EWE > ZHEFANEA -
st 2 B 1% S (A A B2 5
e > ImE B2 EIE - AR
fmCHE BREARIENT R > IR
A S e G BE R AR BREY - FE(RAY
FUG EEIEWRAY o FrARER
FEI B - IRFAE T
GIREEEBERIANT - REEE
R A BN 7 e RE
Yt —E B s (E Y -

BEEOTASRNEEYS &
AR - TEEOERE 0 SRR
AIE o IRAEERRL  BEEEE
ZHE S IREEARIE GRS EAE 0 B
ESLEEAE T o RfPEEILE ?
HAFIANRT A arRAERE ~ R~ 1=
TSR - IRFEAEE - BE%
T BHCHANEERA T
RAg ~ R~ fHEbEZAG T 0 R
B fHEZNG T SR ESLT T ¢
WMANERF > SHERBAERE
SR RS R HEDRE
T ARBRELESE T > ATLAER A
EEATE ) o MEARZEREE > 1]
BN SRR Z T > IREAA
E 0 ARER AL ERSE - PN T RE
AESAAGE - s mr e, -
JF A S (E R AR Ry A ——
AR K BT 46 5 5RE Y
HENERESub2EL TN LR
AR+ BT AR T2 S
BBy > B EERE - B
Sk o AEE NS (EE - i

e
=

When the god said “you,” he meant all
men. He is advising you not to incur the
debt of lust. If you commit any kind of
sexual misconduct toward women, your
karma will come after your wife and
daughter quickly. Although you may have
avoided paying the debt so far, there are
people in your household who are pre-
pared to pay it for you. Would you like
to get out of paying back what you owe?
Well, your wife is a very reasonable per-
son. She will surely pay the debt for you.
This is the wisdom of the ancients. The
ancients have also said: “Lust lies at the
root of countless evils. Do not walk to-
ward this dead end.” If you give rise to
lustful desires, you are yielding to the
cause of countless evils. Continue down
this road and you will soon reach a dead
end. Why is it a dead end? Because our
life depends on life-essence, vital energy,
and spirit. We are alive only because we
have these three things and when they are
exhausted we will die. If you exhaust your
life-essence, your vital energy, and your
spirit, your life will quickly end. Thus the
ancients warned: “Do not walk toward
this dead end.” Bug, although they have
been warned, people choose to go down
the wrong road rather than the right one,
out of ignorance. Thus it is said: “There is
a road to Heaven, but it remains untaken;
Hell has no doors, yet people rush in.”
As it turns out the man who was look-
ing for his wife (the woman seduced by
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Li Sheng) was originally a swindler himself. And in the end another came to
swindle him. That is why I said that you pay for what you have taken. This cycle
continues endlessly. When this man heard what the god told him, he had noth-
ing to say, so he left.

As soon as we understand these things it becomes apparent to us that we don’t
want to go down the wrong road. If you're greedy for something that comes eas-
ily, you're throwing away your life! Whoever is lustful and greedy for sexual plea-
sure is killing himself. He engages in sexual misconduct because he doesn’t want
to live. This principle is consistent with the cycle of karmic retribution. There is
no mistake--it is really so. Don’t think this is just some fabricated notion I have
put forward to frighten you! All of us must understand that lust lies at the root of
countless evils and that we must not walk down this dead-end road. If you want
to live, don’t walk down this dead-end road. If you do, you won’t survive. This is
a certain and unchanging principle.

A verse of criticism says:

Causes upon causes and effects upon effects

Are difficult to evade and escape from.

Foolish people unwittingly

Light a flame atop the oil,

Thus, burning up all their good roots,

Plotting for advantage, they foil their own scheme.
Even when dying, they still do not realize

What massive offenses they have created.

Commentary:

Causes upon causes and effects upon effects are difficult to evade and escape
from: This cause is something you have planted. You cannot escape its conse-
quences. You have nowhere to hide and nowhere to take shelter from, because if
you interfere with the cause and effect, you are defying the laws of heaven. The
laws of heaven remain unchanged throughout tens and thousands of eons. You
cannot defy laws that have not changed throughout tens and thousands of eons.
If you defy these laws, you are pushing yourself into hell. Therefore, no matter
where you go, you cannot evade the consequences and you cannot escape from
them.

Foolish people unwittingly light a flame atop the oil. Foolish people with
no knowledge will mistaken this as getting something the easy way. In fact, what
they are doing is like adding oil into fire; the fire only burns more fiercely.

Thus, burning up all their good roots, plotting for advantage, they foil
their own scheme. You are burning up your good roots until there are none left.
If you want to take advantage of others and think that you have gained the upper
hand, you are actually only foiling your own scheme.

Even when dying, they still do not realize what massive offenses they have
created. Even when approaching death, they do not realize and they do not
understand how they have died. This means that they have created a massive
amount of offenses.

Another verse:

NovEMBER 2010 VaJRA BopHI SEA 15



A2y,

Biographies

XEREe -

BARTEVE BRHB{DAN
HREEERER FERRIGEER
RICAZIBTan  FRRGMIAEE
tABRBREM ERSTFEPIR

"EAmEE e, EE M
BEWA > —F TEREEIZE s - B
& i A—aRBAEZN > A&
FLEBTCA - AT AR AR H R
% WAL —EGEIEEN - T EE
HEAE, - sEREECEE T
BT AR RN -

"HIEEERNEZR ) MBS R
EHC > BiEEE - 2R EEEE
SHEEVGARIE T o MR ? 5t
Fofthiz—(ERK -

PRRECLGIEAR ) BT TEHY
BEERRC? SR BRT A REEHC
fH EAVIHSS ~ SCREIBREE ALE M AHY
FL LRI B CRYZE RS
TR - A FAIITSE - AR EE
B FERRHIRIENCA B R KE
EERREZESN - AEREREEE
gEEEUREEE - DURZFIH
15 - LHEMEHT - AANHZZ
AT R LARSE  HEESEME SN
 AREE RS —RA TR
A2 e -

PERAER&EIRS G ¢ AR
KRR > MR NEE ~ e fta]
REFPMIEE - BB e AR | T
whs ko RERHUERTE - FIERERY AR
iz H N AYSEZL > GE (i EE U
FY 5 R A SRR P AE A0 5 — PR — PE SR
& FEIRE -

T NEREIRENE ) - RS
SR TSRS ? AR ARG L
AT EAEENEMERT - T
MEIREEMIBH ) ¢ FTLUEERS - fstd:th
HEUIRT 5 AEHEE > LA
H o B | B RS IRE
HEIRE o G EERY LI Pk 45 IR BH A
T FERET -

Businessmen without virtue lust for women and wealth,

Unwilling to change even if they do themselves in.

They eagerly dig their own graves

By wallowing in their passions.

Prostitution results from being overly lustful.

Flower pluckers diminish their own life spans.

The wild butterflies that seduce others line up before the hells.
Mortals of the world are muddled and unclear about their true nature.
Becoming deluded and creating offenses unlatches the door to vice.

Commentary:

Businessmen without virtue lust for women and wealth: Once they have
money, these businessmen just drink, play, dance, and mess with women—
they earn dirty money, and then they spend that money on women. Therefore,
we humans shouldn’t earn too much money. When we have too much money,
we are due to do wrong. Unwilling to change even if they do themselves
in: Even if they burn their own bodies, they still don’t know to repent and to
change for the better.

They eagerly dig their own graves by wallowing in their passions: They
do not protect themselves. They eagerly dig their own graves. Even if they
want to dig a grave, they may not be able to do so. Why? Because they acted
on their passions.

Prostitution results from being overly lustful: Why does she choose pros-
titution as her occupation? Because of her past lives or because her ancestors or
her parents willingly carried out sexual misconduct with the wives and daugh-
ters of others. Because these ancestors or parents were so lustful, they brought
the consequences upon their own wives and daughters, making them ugly and
making them fall into ill occupations. Hearing this principle, you should know
to seriously change for the better. You must understand that the law of cause
and effect is harsh. Don't casually take this kind of advantage and mistaken this
as some kind of game. Especially in this trend in our society, everyone takes
pleasure in sensual actions. Actually, this pleasure is the cause of suffering.
Here you are feeling a momentary pleasure, but you will suffer the immense
consequences.

Flower pluckers diminish their own life spans: Flower pluckers not only
rob wealthy, they also rob the virginity of women. By breaking all these laws,
they may be taken by the government to be killed. The wild butterflies that
seduce others line up before the hells: People that use various methods to
seduce and take advantage of the wives and daughters of others are due to fall
into hell. The doors of hell will be lined up, awaiting them.

Mortals of the world are muddled and unclear about their true nature:
Why are humans accumulating this kind of offense? It is because they have lost
their true nature. Their true selves have become muddled.

Becoming deluded and creating offenses unlatches the door to vice:

Becoming deluded, they give rise to ignorance. Having given rise to igno-
rance, they cannot understand anything; they become foolish. Foolish, they
accumulate offense. Creating offenses unlatches the door of vice. The door of
vice awaits those that have offended.
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