[A4] ROLLTEN

F it A# Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
B MRZE 217 in s g

Translated by the International Translation Institute=
#2370 Revised Version

[ - EEBA - BmtH - IBEZE -8
WMEE - FUAEL - MERGH - RSBHE -
NEEE - =i - ALY - fEFHR
% - B3 -

"PEE, o THEEAAN BWHJT BT
HEZ  #wt®E ) - REEg—EA -
f—%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw@ﬁ?% » B T S BR
HREE - DLEE - BEER - JRER f%f“‘tt@lﬁﬁg
vy TRILZE L fEERE R EXZEL
s fmE MBI E L - T RSB
o LI, ¢ ]IIEE ~ SRR~
7o EEweE 2B T - TIRER
il AEREREEEREY 2 T2 AL
TN - SEZAh - EEAREESHY
CERMEEMR - B CER RS T -
NG - MFTEHIEER S 2 ? fREE—
n%

fOHES - B - DEHEEZ - BBARE
e - %EZ@%E@%IF ° JUEIRAT -
EZREREE - hLFE - P E - BT
& ° HAEER - BRELT - EHER -

TPEEEE ) FEREEOEER 0 B
T TEEZEEEE > BEEE )  EEEEE
0 JEERY > BEREEEDN - T EAER
A4 MEfbERE ) - DA —ERE > B

1 «% EP
Proper Dharma Seal

Sutra:
Ananda, suppose someone were to fill up the space in the ten

directions with the seven precious things and then present them
as an offering to Buddhas as numerous as motes of dust, with his
mind set on serving and making offerings to them in thought after
thought. Do you think this person would reap many blessings from
making such an offering to the Buddhas?

Commentary:

Ananda, suppose someone were to fill up the space in the worlds of
the ten directions with the seven precious things and then present
them as an offering to Buddhas as numerous as motes of dust, with
his mind set on serving and making offerings to them in thought
after thought. There would be gold, silver, vaidurya, crystal, mother-
of-pearl, roseate pearls, and carnelian everywhere. He would then very
respectfully hold them up as an offering to limitless, boundless Buddhas.
He would be bowing and making offerings in every thought, without
letting a moment go by in vain. Do you think this person would reap
many blessings from making such an offering to the Buddhas? What
do you think? This person has given such a tremendous quantity of
the seven precious things as an offering to the Buddhas. Under these
circumstances, will he obtain great blessings? What do you say?

Sutra:

Ananda answered, “Since space is limitless, the precious things would
be boundless. In the past, someone gave the Buddha seven coins and
consequently was reborn as a Wheel-turning King in his next life. As
to this person who now fills up space and all the Buddhalands with
an offering of precious things that could not be reckoned through
endless eons, how could there be a limit to his blessings?”
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Commentary:

Ananda answered, “Since space is limitless, the precious things would
be boundless. In the past, someone gave the Buddha seven coins and
consequently was reborn as a Wheel-turning King in his next life.” A
Wheel-turning Sage King has a thousand sons. It is not known how many
wives he has. A Wheel-turning Sage King has awesome virtue. He has a
vehicle that can take him around the four great continents in just a couple
of hours. His vehicle is probably faster than any modern-day rocket. That
is one of the treasures he owns.

As to this person who now fills up space and all the Buddhalands
with an offering of precious things that could not be reckoned through
endless eons, how could there be a limit to his blessings? The person
who offered seven coins to the Buddha attained the position of a Wheel-
turning Sage King. Now this person gives an offering not of a mere seven
coins, but of a quantity of the seven precious things that fills empty space
and the Dharma Realm. Even if one spent a limitless and inconceivable
number of eons, one could never finish calculating his blessings and virtue.
How could you say that his blessings have a limit? They have no limit.

Sutra:

The Buddha told Ananda, “All Buddhas, Tathagatas, speak words
which are not false. There might be another person who had personally
committed the four major offenses and the ten parajikas so that, in an
instant, he would have to pass through the Avichi Hells in this world
and other worlds, until he had passed through all the Relentless Hells

in the ten directions without exception.”

Commentary:

The Buddha told Ananda, “All Buddhas, Tathagatas, speak words
which are not false. The Buddhas do not tell lies. There might be another
person who had personally committed the four major offenses and
the ten parajikas.” The four major offenses are killing, stealing, sexual
misconduct, and lying. In the Shurangama Sutra, they are known as “The
Four Clear Instructions on Purity,” which you heard about earlier. The
ten parajikas are the ten major Bodhisattva Precepts. Parajika means cast
out, for someone who commits these offenses is cast out of the sea of the
Buddhadharma. These ten offenses cannot be repented of. If you want
to understand them in detail, you can look up the first ten Bodhisattva
Precepts. “...so that, in an instant, he would have to pass through
the Avichi Hells in this world and other worlds, until he had passed
through all the Relentless Hells in all the worlds throughout the ten
directions—he would have undergone suffering for his offenses in every
single hell without exception.”

s0To be continued



