BRI S O BT 0 b R
Sy L B G S EIEE A S
2 WARE ~ SR (M EEEE
VEEREIR > SUHKBIR S AR -
BB S o 17 bR R A O AR P
B Ry— o Wiz TEZE ~ PRE/NE - g
WERE 4RSI E L > iR A
EEE EEE R HIEZFAEEA
FaﬁZH'%i' °

5B 1T HEEmMEE 8247
SETTE) o AR E— {0 FH > 19944F
SR b A BIRATAVERE » PN B2
o E kLR R > S E R EATAR
FEE s TR S B 2004 BEIRE E -
g > WABRK > RBETOIEIMA
FTEESHE N E — » B ERE b iEInes
—PEEUHET » R E -

Fyith—15—F— ST IEHE R
—f7+ A 0 R2010586 H29H » #EdEF
BRFEEKS,532 5505 » FEPRIEREE 18/ NIHE
BEERIY—U - 281 OB — —
BRESR  TEFRBITOH30HETH 14
H (KFERERLE) - B7H17HE7
A23HE St BEI=HES - 6H30
H > 98 ek — RS EERE > fOZH 1Y
——A T - BERURE AT 0 T
filg H P MR sk BB R R ERTR
PE o BEEFRIAHRR R B » —[HIZZE >
—IT AR R ZINE > gk ERMIATE

48 EmMERE =O—-O%+A

e
PMEBINRE

4 BA20105F8A98 &
Written by Guo Chang on August 9, 2010 in Taiwan
R 33 / Translated into English by Muxi

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas is our spiritual home. The branch
monasteries the Venerable Master Hua established are located throughout
the world. They are the homes that carry on and continue the Dharma
Body and Wisdom Life likened to the ocean and streams either surging
ahead with full force in a vast expanse, or just flowing slowly where the
other shore can be seen. Converging without any geographical boundaries,
they are likened to the mountain peaks and forest trails winding like a coil
from the bottom up. There is not a path that does not lead us to the final
destination. With the blue sky over our heads, our feet are standing right on
the place where people yearn most to be.

Faith, vows, and practice: Because one believes, one has dreams. The
dreams subsequently come true because they are pursued by actions. There
was a wish and a vow that had been carried on for ten years. From 1994, an
aspiration was brought forth prior to the Venerable Master’s passing that a
holy place was to be found in Australia so that the Dharma Wheel could turn
forever. After painstaking efforts accompanied by compassion and vows,
Upasika Rosaline Kang finally overcame all difficulties and secured a piece
of land in Australia. The hardship she experienced is analogous to a person
drinking water - only the person drinking knows whether the water is hot
or cold. That was an indescribable experience that many people cannot even
understand even a fraction. Fortunately, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas had
blessed and aided her. Even though she went through up and downs, twists
and turns, her dream finally came true.

We were a group of ten people who traveled 5,532 miles in 18 hours to
Australia in the southern hemisphere on June 29, 2010 to participate in
the three-week Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation, an annual spiritual feast. It
was held in Venerable Master Hua’s monastery, Gold Coast Dharma Realm
from June 30th to July 14th. The drizzling rain turned the normally blue
sky gray. Shivering a bit, we pulled up our jackets. The Dharma Master
who came to pick us up chased away the chills with a warm bright smile
and solicitude.
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Gold Coast Dharma Realm, located south of Brisbane, with 22 acres of land
was an hour and one-half ride from the airport. As the vehicle moved along, we
felt as if we had entered a national park with green forests and orderly roads.
Like country bumpkins seeing a magnificent spectacle, we were bedazzled
by the vast verdant scenery and blue sky. At this time, the rain had stopped.
Overwhelmed with joy we, the crowd in the van, could not hide our laughter
that eventually drowned out the rumbling noise from the revving engine.

Through the downtown area and into the suburbs, our vehicle moved along
at a comfortable speed. It was a scene that could only exist in the heavens:
exquisite fairy-tale houses scattered sparsely over vast areas. The atmosphere
was full of phyntoncides [wood essential oils]. When the vehicle turned in
between the two metal gates and past the sign of Gold Coast Dharma Realm
(GCDR), depicting the sky, mountains, and trees on a green background,
everyone uttered, “We are here.”

We piled out of the van and walked toward a landscaped garden that blends
the East and the West. It had the cheerfulness and openness of the West and the
touch of Chan from the East. Beyond the garden, straight and tall trees spread
out one by one. The blue sky was above us. With the exception of birds chirping,
the place was quiet. Even the air was refreshing. Our tiredness disappeared at
once. I wished I could have rolled on the ground and grabbed a handful of
fragrant earth to smell. g ; \

We put down our §
luggage and went to
the Buddha Hall to |
bow to the Buddhas
and to pay respects to
the Venerable Master,
“We are safely home.”
A Dharma Master
led us to walk on the
famous walking path,
Arhat Trail, to help
familiarize us  with
the environment. She
informed us about the daily schedule, including time for morning and evening
recitation as well as other daily events.

On the first day we recited the Avatamsaka Sutra, Dharma Master Chih tied
Dharma affinities with everyone after evening recitation. She also shared the
causes and conditions she had with the Venerable Master and introduced us
to the development of Gold Coast Dharma Realm. In thought after
thought, one felt the carrying-on of the Dharma and its propagation.
Within her words, we found encouragement and exhortation.
Indirectly we felt and received the compassion and the impartial heart
of Venerable Master Hua.

During the day, the recitation was divided into two groups: Chinese
and English. We were fortunate that the Chinese chanting was led
by Dharma Masters Liang and Jiao. We were very familiar with the
beautiful melody and tune being chanted. In the chanting of the
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Avatamsaka Syllabary, the rising and falling of the
musical notes were like celestial sounds — no one
could help but to continue chanting. Dharma joy
was evident on everyone’s face. The second day
after the two-week Avatamsaka Sutra recitation,
Dharma Masters tirelessly led the assembly to
start the Guanyin Recitation Session.

Dharma Master Chih had arranged for a daily
yoga class during the break after the morning
recitation so that we could acquire skills for
harmonizing our bodies and minds. Additionally,
she had arranged for a volunteer therapist to
come and heal our fatigue and tiredness.

The most exciting and challenging activity was
the “Avatamsaka Sutra Study Program” held after
evening recitation. From July 4th to July 26th, we
studied and investigated rolls 60-80 of the sutra.
The topics were “Why did Sudhana manifest to 48
visit fifty-three good wise spiritual teachers?”;
“What are the ten demonic deeds?”; “What
are the ten kinds of possession by demons?”;
“What are ten ways of abandoning and leaving
demonic deeds?”; “The importance of using

traditional Chinese characters instead of simplified Chinese characters’; and “How to
discern authentic Buddhist scriptures?” She also talked about changing the habit of
downloading digital sutras from the Internet to reading the sutras on paper so that we
will not be misled by altered digital scriptures presented online and subsequently walk
on the wrong path. She also taught that being lazy, and thereby, becoming like a burned
sprout and a withered seed is the main reason why one loses the Bodhi Resolve. Dharma
Masters exhorted us, saying that we had all made vows to come to monasteries of the
Proper Dharma in the past and that in this life, we should follow the Venerable Master

to courageously walk the path of Bodhi. $5To be continued




