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appliances were new. Elder Master
Sheng Yi cautiously disciplined
himself yet was lenient with
others. We can see the spirit of his
self-sacrifice for others through
observation of these small things.

Editor’s notes: On August 3,
2010 at 2:46 a.m., retired Elder
Abbot Sheng Yi of Po Lam Chan
Monastery in Lantau Island,
Hong Kong, peacefully entered
Nirvana. Elder Master Sheng Yi
was a native of Xinhui, Canton,
China. He lived to be 92 years
old, was a monastic for 69 years
and an ordained Bhikshu for 67
years. He received the Dharma
from Elder Monk Hsu Yun as
the 9th patriarch of the Wei Yang
School at the age of thirty-six.
Besides restoring Po Lam Chan
Monastery, he held office as the
4th fourth Abbot of the Po Lin
Monastery at Ngong Ping Plateau
from 1983 to 1990. At that time,
the Venerable Master had invited
Dharma Master Sheng Yi to
lecture on the Brahma Net Sutra
Bodhisattva Precepts and the Vajra
Sutra, at Buddhist Lecture Hall in
Hong Kong.
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In the first week of August 2010, about
90 people braved the long journey up
the Oregon coast to spend a week at
Buddha Root Farm, some 20 miles east
of Reedsport. For many, it was their first
time coming to Buddha Root Farm, the
very spot that Venerable Master Hua led
a Buddha Recitation session 35 years
ago. As they arrived, one could see the
excitement, serenity, and a tinge of fear
on their faces. In contrast to modern city
life, participants were exposed to outdoor
toilets, solar showers, walking up a steep
hill to the Buddha Hall, three hours of daily
meditation, sleeping among the trees in the
forest, mosquitoes, deer, elks, and maybe
even bears. But after settling in their tents
and getting a bit of rest, it was like coming
home to a tranquil place of beauty and
silence. It was an opportunity to rekindle
or further their Dharma practice in the
midst of pure gi. The predawn meditation
sits. were uncannily quiet, which, in a
way, made hearing one’s mind seemingly
possible. With the absence of Internet and
cell phone signals, it was a refreshing return
to simplicity.
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The theme of this year’s retreat was “Great Compassion.” Drawing
from sutra texts, the teachings from Venerable Master Hua, and even
characters from the Harry Potter series and The Lord of the Rings trilogy,
Reverend Heng Sure, with the help of his assorted cast of puppets, sought
to clarify the concept of “Same Body, Great Compassion” and described
the compassionate qualities of Guanyin Bodhisattva. During the
discussion segments, people shared stories of how Guanyin Bodhisattva
came to their rescue in times of crisis. There were such stories as how
Guanyin saved Doug after he had fallen off a mountain in the Himalayas,
how Guanyin kept afloat a boat filled with Vietnamese refugees during a
rough storm, and how Guanyin averted Darius from getting punched in
the face on Halloween night. It was truly amazing the number of stories
people had about Guanyin Bodhisattva.

By the end of the retreat, one young woman reflected on the kindness
of her parents, “The biggest lesson I have
learned is filiality. In the past 18 years, my
parents have done so much for me. What
have I done to repay them?” A young
man said it was his first time hearing and
learning about filiality and made a public
promise to give his father a call. Another
young woman said she had acquired a
taste for meditation during the retreat and
pledged to continue to meditate every day
before going to school.

The quality and
participants, the Dharma of Guanyin

sincerity of the

Bodhisattva as expressed through Reverend
Heng Sure and his puppets and musical instruments, the pristine and
natural environment, and the spirit of cooperation and generosity within
the community made this retreat at Buddha Root Farm memorable for
many years to come.
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