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A talk by Wen-Yi Chang on Ju
at the Buddha Hall, City of Ten Thousan
Translated into Engli
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Mr. Wen-Yi Chang is a longtime Dharma protector of DRBAand CTTB.
He has always followed the Venerable Master’s spiritual guidance
and helped search for the properties that became the City of Dharma
Realm and the Gold Sage Monastery. He is very successful in the
hotel business. Before Gold Sage Monastery was established, the
Venerable Master predicted an establishment for a new monastery
in San Jose within fifteen days. No one understood why or how. Mr.
Chang’s former wife located a place and introduced it to the Venerable
Master.

There were various mysterious educational methods at CT'TB. For
example, when I came to CTTB from Taiwan, I had the opportunity
to eat hair seaweed [an edible algae that resembles black hair] and the
Venerable Master taught me a lesson about greed. What happened?
It was so delicious that I had two bowlfuls. That night my abdomen
swelled up like a basketball. T thought I would have to call an
ambulance, but I continuously recited Guanyin Bodhisattva’s holy
name and felt better.

Today I have come up with the topic, “How the Swan Came and
Turned into a Lotus.” Rick Fields, a well-known American Buddhist,
in his book called How the Swans Came to the Lake, mentioned that
the Venerable Master was the first eminent monk to bring Buddhism
to the United States.

If we want to know the Venerable Master, we have to understand
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what light is. Light travels 186,000 miles per second. In this slide
you can see what it’s like traveling five miles an hour. Should we
travel one-half the speed of light, 93,000 miles per second, the
scenery would shrink and become distorted. At the speed of light,
there won't be any distance in the whole universe. It will turn into
one imaginary fine line. The Universal Door Chapter of Guan
Shi Yin Bodhisattva states “In a thousand places he manifests to
answer all prayers from a thousand locations and he sails in the sea
of suffering as a ship, to cross over beings.” Why? The answer is
because the whole universe is within a small palm. I heard, before I
met him, that the Venerable Master often appeared simultaneously
in Canada, Taiwan, and the United States.

In 1988, the Venerable Master’s disciple, Guo Shen, told me,
“If there is an opportunity next Sunday, would you like to meet
the eminent monk?” I responded spontaneously, “Yes!” That
night I dreamed of the Venerable Master exactly as he is in this
picture — the one with his eyes closed, meditating and carrying a
whisk in his hand. There were three metallic pictographs on top.
I had never seen any of the Venerable Master’s pictures. I told my
mother about the dream. She said it was a good thing and not
to tell anyone. The next Sunday I met the Venerable Master. He
smiled and said, “I heard you had already seen me before today.
What else did you see?” I said, “I also saw three pictographs.” The
Master said, “That was the Buddha Eye. The Buddha had already
seen you before today.”

Since that day, there have been many strange occurrences.
One night I dreamed that Prince Arjuna and Krishna from the
Bhagavad Gita (Song of God) were coming down from the sky
on a horse chariot. I knew it was an important dream and meant
something special. So I got up from bed and looked for the book
but could not find it. The next day, I went to Berkeley University
and Stanford University, but I still could not find it.

While I was searching, I found a book called Zwo Faces of
Time. On the front were the faces of the Buddha and Einstein,
demonstrating the relationship of the Relativity Theory and
Buddhist philosophy. I also found #he Principle of Physics that
demonstrates “form is emptiness with dotted lines.” On page 67,
was a picture of the dots representing form, with a wave on the
right representing emptiness. It made me happy to read this, and
I made an equation to show “form is emptiness and emptiness is
form.”

Right then, when I was full of Dharma joy, my hand began to
emit light. My attention was still on the equation. Emily (Guo
Shen) asked the Venerable Master about it later and he said, “It’s
only a tiny little phenomenon that occurs during the learning of
Buddhadharma. It is not worthy of attention.”

One day, the Venerable Master told me there was a piece of
land nearby for sale. I scheduled to meet with a person at Denny’s
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restaurant near CTTB. Before I left for the restaurant, the Venerable
Master called me out and talked for one and a half hours. It was
not about buying the land; he wanted to know my views. I told
the Master, “It’s already half an hour past the time I was supposed
to meet with the person. He probably has been waiting there for a
long time.” The Venerable Master said, “It’s okay. He will be late
anyway!” By the time the Master let me go, I was half an hour late.
When I arrived, the person had also just arrived.

Another incident happened at the International Translation
Institute in Burlingame. It is difficult to remodel a building in
Burlingame because of government approvals. The Venerable
Master wanted it to be a sacred place for people from all religions
of the world to visit and pay respects. Many in our group declared
it would be impossible, but the Master told me, “Just move on
forward and do it without worry. It will definitely work out!”
Indeed, it passed the approvals in our favor by 5-0.

Now, back to why the Venerable Master was so confident about
finding a way place in two weeks. We did, indeed! Next we found
the place for the City of Dharma Realm. I didn’t have money at
the time, but I was so excited at seeing the place that I took 4 or
5 rolls of film. Unconsciously, I had shown the Venerable Master
the pictures. Two weeks later, we purchased the land for the City
of Dharma Realm.

Later on, I included in this article “How the Swan Came and
Turned into a Lotus,” my interactions with the Venerable Master,
the Venerable Master’s White Universe, the theory of relativity
from the Dharma Flower Sutra, and the principle of “a Dharma
Realm in a grain of sand” from the Flower Adornment Sutra.

After 9/11, the mandarin television station in Stone invited
Dharma Master Sure, a Christian pastor, and an Arabian Muslim
to participate in a televised discussion. I was playing volleyball
when my wife called, “Hurry up and call the television station at
Stone! That Christian pastor slighted Buddhism. He doesn’t think
Buddhism is a true religion. So you should hurry and call!” The
pastor would not look at Dharma Master Sure, just like McCain
would not look at Obama. However, Dharma Master Sure
presented good manners, slanted his body and looked at the pastor
with a kind smile.

So I called the pastor and said, “You had been pointing to the
sky to indicate the Lord. Where should the people in Beijing
point?” The greatest historian of the 20th century, Arnold Toynbee
said, “Looking back at the 20th century from the 21st century,
something people really neglected was that Buddhadharma spread
instantly from the East to the West. Therefore, lots of books and
magazines in America all agreed that Venerable Master Hua was
the very first to propagate Buddha Dharma from China. There
are engaged Buddhists, Buddhists who buy Buddhist books in the

book stores and Buddhists who wear jeans. 60-70% of them come
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from Christian families. On one hand, they do not want to be
against their parents and on the other hand, they are learning the
essence of Buddhism. These people are called Zen-Christians or
Zen-Catholics.

Modern physics said the myriad dharmas in this universe
are included in the meaning of the two words: “events” and
“processes.” That's why Laozi said, “Being great, it flows; flowing,
it goes afar; going afar, it returns.” The physicist Fred Alan Wolf
said, “There was never a person passing away. There was only a
change of address in the universe and only a change of the level
of awareness.” Therefore, the Venerable Master’s nirvana doesn’t
mean death. He didn’t pass away. He will surely return with his
vows. That is one of the ten great thinking concepts at the end
of the 20th century, called the nonlinearity of the universe. With
this we are looking forward to, expecting one day in another
time and space, to encounter Venerable Master. The Nobel prize-
winner Indian poet Tagore said, “Someday I shall sing to you in
the sunrise of some other world: I have seen you before, in the
light of the earth, in the love of man.”

I am honored to share with everyone my memories and
interactions with the Venerable Master. They may seem like small
things but they had great influence on me. My only personal
matter today is the question from the Wall Street Journal, “Mr.
Chang, why did you use rustic steel for the exterior of your
hotel?” I told them, “It takes time for silver grey steel to turn
rusty. The building itself is three-dimensional. The time and
building bind into a time-space continuum. That is what the
Chinese refer to as a contemplation of the world. The generation
represents time — past, present and future. The realm refers to
three dimensions. Then what is universe? (I learned this from the
Venerable Master’s disciple at CT'TB.) The up, down and four
directions means yu — from past to present means zhou. That is
also the time-space continuum referred by teacher Einstein.”

Fred Alan Wolf said, “What is surpassing time and space?
Surpassing time and space doesn’t happen outside the universe,
outside the galaxy, or outside our body. Surpassing time and space
can happen anywhere on the earth, on any spot of the universe
and that is within our mind.” Therefore, it is said, “The Buddha
is at Magic Mountain; we shouldn’t seek afar. Magic Mountain
is right in your mind! Everyone has a Magic Mountain, and one
should cultivate under the Tower of Magic Mountain.”

Amitabha! Venerable Master said not to say “thank you” at
CTTB. You get penalized for saying “thank you.” So I only say,
“Amituofo,” I feel especially happy when I come to CTTB. Its
like coming home.



